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Priest in Charge  Vacant 
Churchwardens         LAXTON Mrs Brenda Noble 01777 870541 
 MOORHOUSE Mr Simon Hill 01636 822777 
 KNEESALL Vacant  
 WELLOW Mr Ben Wells 01623 861309 
 WELLOW Mrs Jean Crofts   
P.C.C: Chairman Vacant 
 

 Deanery contact number  01636 650063  
 

Parish Council:  Clerk Catherine Millward  01636 813387 
Parish Councillors: Chairman  Mr Michael Manning 01777 870844  
 Vice Chair Simon Hill   
 Members Mr Roy Hennell Mr Jem Hill 
  Mr Mark Hennell Mr John Godson 
  Mr Stuart Rose    
Thoresby Estate Office   01623 822301 
Magazine Editor  Mrs Jean Hennell 01777 870276 
  

Magazine Advertising   Mrs Joy Allison        01777 871506  

  Email: advertising@openfield.org.uk 
 

Photography by / Photos from Janet Cooke, MWS, Dik & Joy Allison,   

  Thanks to Pawel Skraba Sports Photography   

We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say. 

 

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch 

Contributions for the next edition TO BE WITH THE  
EDITOR BY NOON ON 16th SEPTEMBER 2021 PLEASE. 
EARLIER PREFERRED. You can send at any time. 

www.openfield.org.uk  

Flowers and Brasses Rota  - suspended until further notice 
 Mr & Mrs S Clarke     
 Mrs M Beckitt & Mrs B Noble   
 Mrs S Rose & Mrs R Creighton  

Coffee Morning  Hosting Rota  - will be published when they are resumed 



 

 

A Message from our Churchwarden, Brenda 
From this month we are no longer part of the Group with Ollerton and 
Boughton. Bilsthorpe and Eakring have been split off from those parishes 
as well as from us. The new vicar will soon start work in the Ollerton and 
Boughton parishes, but the situation for us here is not so good. 

We have been very grateful to Alistair Littlewood, who has a full time job 
but who has helped out with a lot of services recently. He is taking some 
holiday and will not be taking services during August and September. 
Margaret G is also taking some well earned rest. 

This means that during September and October our Holy Communion 
services will be on the first Sunday rather than the second. 

There is a particular shortage of clergy in the wider area. Our 
neighbouring group of churches - Ossington, Sutton on Trent, Carlton on 
Trent, Norwell, Caunton - is also without a priest-in-charge.  

We are fortunate that Rev. John Chambers, who has been appointed as 
Rural Dean, doesn’t have a parish and he is coming to take some 
services. 

We are very grateful to lay readers, Heather Brown and Janice 
Hannington for continuing to offer to take services for us. 

Churchwardens have been asked to take services. You will see from this 
month’s diary that this will happen in Wellow. Egmanton are fortunate to 
have Father James from Worksop Priory to take their services.  

We will keep everyone informed about what is happening through ‘Open 

Field’, so please check for details each month. 

Thank you - Church Bells 

Thank you to Robert Wilson for coming to check our bells for us before 
they were rung again for the first time since the pandemic began. 

On Monday 9th August our team of ringers came for a practice, so it was 
lovely to hear them ringing again. It must have been Harvest 2019 since 
they were last rung. That was when the new ropes were dedicated. 

Then on Tuesday 10th August we could again hear them ringing at about 
10:30 am. This was a team from Oxton. They had called Janet to ask if 
they could come and ring. 

Thank you - Churchyard Help 

Thanks again to those who have continued to do jobs in the churchyard 
over the last month. Special thanks to Wizz who has done a great job 
catching those dreaded moles who keep appearing in the churchyard. 

Brenda 



 

 

Registers - Ken Shepherd 

A memorial service for the late Ken Shepherd was held in church on 
Wednesday 4th August at 2:30 pm, with many family and friends 
present. The service, which was nearly a year to the day after his 
death, was taken by lay reader Heather Brown. It made a nice change 
to be able to hear Graham playing the organ and everyone being able 
to sing hymns. 

After the service Ken’s ashes were interred in the grave of his wife, 
Mary, and son, Stuart,. 

Covid regulations were kept to thanks to everyone wearing masks 
and names were taken for safety reasons as well. 

Thank you and Goodbye - Pat & Jeff  

Thank you to Pat N for her 
donation to church funds from 
the sale of her plants over the 
last few months, which was very 
much appreciated. She always 
seemed to raise a lot of money 
for her charities, which must 
have added up over the years. 

Thanks also to Jeff for his 
service on the PCC and his help 
in recent years looking after the 
invoicing for the advertisements 
in the magazine. This has been 
much appreciated. 

We were pleased to see both 
Pat and Jeff at the Lammas 
service, where they were 

presented with a card signed by us all,  and also at the service of 
remembrance for Ken Shepherd, who was their  neighbour for many 
years. 

We will all miss both Pat and Jeff now they have left the village, as 
they did so much for the village and wider community. We wish them 
every happiness in their new home. 



 

 

Lammas Service 

Our last service in church was 
held on Sunday 1st August, 
which was a Lammas Day. This 
is one of our traditional rural 
services. The first sheaf of 
wheat is cut and brought into 
church to be blessed. 

Our thanks to lay reader Janice 
Hannington for taking the 
service, as it was a first for her. 
Thank you to Stuart for the 
sheaf and everyone else who 
took part in the readings, 
prayers and offering of gifts. This was the first time we had heard the 
organ being played since the start of the pandemic and the first time 
we were able to sing. 

 

After the 
service 
Anna 
and 
Simon 
kindly 
provided 
BBQ 
bacon 
and 

mushrooms outside so everyone had bacon butties and then Janet 
served tea. 

Thank you to everyone who attended. 

Get Well Wishes 

We send best wishes to Eric for a speedy recovery and a much 
brighter view on the world very soon.  

Good wishes go to everyone who is unwell, including those in the 
village recently recovered from Covid. 



 

 

G.D. HALL LTD 
(Independent Funeral Directors) 

Newark Road 
TUXFORD, Newark 
Nottinghamshire  
NG22 0NA 
 

Tel.  01777 872929               

13 Bridgegate 
Retford 

Nottinghamshire 
DN22 6AE 

 

Tel: 01777 701222 

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk   Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk 
 

Private chapel of rest 
24 hour service 

Golden Charter pre-payment plans available 
SAIF Approved 

Personal Visits to your home 
Mobile 0797 257 6020 



 

 

Congratulations to everyone 
celebrating a birthday, 
anniversary or other special 
event this month.  

The birthday roll of honour for 
this month is: Mel  and Paula 
(both the big five O), Jo, Jean, 
Melanie P, Christopher H, Amelie, 
Neil R, Diane W, Graham, Keith  

We wish happy anniversaries to 
Neil and Rachel and to Roger and 
Alison, who celebrate their 30th 
anniversary this year as well as 
anyone else celebrating this 
month.  

If you are celebrating a special 
date, we send best wishes.  

We would love to give a mention 
to everyone for their special day, 
so please let Jean or Brenda have 
details with dates in good time.  

SEPTEMBER congratulations 



 

 

After such a long period of 
silence, you may have 
thought you were 
dreaming when the bells 
of St Michael’s sounded 
twice in 24 hours last 
month!  With the relaxing 
of coronavirus restrictions, 
weddings are beginning to 
take place once again and 
the happy couple getting 
married on 21st August 
had requested that the 
bells be rung in 
celebration.   

After such a long gap without any ringing, it was felt that a quick 
practice beforehand was required!  The bells had already been 
checked over for potential hazards (in one bell tower in another part of 
the country the ropes were found to have been chewed through by 
squirrels, for example!), so with some trepidation the bells were rung 
for the first time in at least 18 months.  

Despite reservations beforehand, the local ringers soon found their 
rhythm again, and so were able to ring for the wedding. On the 
morning after the practice a visiting band of bell ringers from Oxton 
had arranged to come and ring a ‘quarter peal’ (which takes about 45 
minutes), one of five they rung that day travelling between other local 
churches, so this is why ringing returned to Laxton all at once.   

The silencing of church bells throughout the land is almost without 
precedent in modern times.  The last time that it was forbidden to ring 
was for security reasons during World War 2. The instruction was that 
they should only be rung in wartime if there was danger of invasion.  
At the declaration of peace at the end of the war the bells then rang 
out everywhere in celebration.   

This time it has been a little different – the ‘enemy’ is unseen and all 
around us.  Bell ringing has been one of the last activities to be 

The Return of Bell Ringing 



 

 

sanctioned again.  This is because ringing chambers are often 
cramped, with little ventilation, and with the possibility of cross 
contamination because of the handling of the ropes by different ringers 
during a ringing session.  It was illegal to ring for a considerable length 
of time during the various lockdowns, and even now ringing takes 
place cautiously with sanitising and face masks and as much fresh air 
as is possible.  

Bell ringing is a very sociable activity, needing concentration, 
enthusiasm and practice to become proficient.  You do not need to be 
musical, strong or even a churchgoer to become a ringer!  New 
recruits are always welcome, so if you would like a taster to potentially 
discover a new and absorbing hobby, or would just like to know a bit 
more about it, please ring Robert Wilson on 01636 821265.   

Pat’s Plant Stall 

I think my mind must have been on other things last month. It certainly 
was not on adding up! 

When I checked the cash prior to paying it into the bank, it did not tally 
with my total. An adding up error was the reason. The true figure 
should have been recorded as £1199.40 

All money has now been sent off to the recipients. Thank you again to 
everyone who helped, either by donating plants or buying them or the 
books and bric a brac. 

Pat 



 

 

Laxton was the busiest it has been in many a long month on Thursday 
July 7th. Mike Jackson held his farm sale and it was very well 

attended. The organisers were 
stationed by the gate checking 
everyone in, and fortunately it was 
a nice day so there was no 
problem for everyone being out of 
doors and well spaced. 
Mike will be staying in the village 
but has retired from the field work. 
We wish him a very happy 
retirement - if a farmer ever 
retires. 

Mike’s Farm Sale 

Amy-Eloise at the 

Olympics. 

Congratulation to Amy-Eloise, 
granddaughter of the late Arthur 
(Son) and Eva Frecknall of 
Laxton on her performance at 
the Tokyo Olympics.  
The fist heat had been run 
extremely quickly and the British 
runner could not stay with the 
pace, finishing 3 seconds below 
her personal best. 

Amy Eloise ran in Heat 2 with 
Eilish McColgan, on paper very 
much the faster of the two. In 
the closing stages McColgan 
dropped back and Amy-Eloise 
passed her, coming in 9th in a 
personal best time of 15:03.22 
after a 65 second final lap.  
This was a great experience in 
her first Olympics. 

Thanks to Pawel Skraba Sports Photography   



 

 

From this month, the free flu vaccine will be 
offered to all secondary school students up to 
Year 11, children aged 2 and 3 on August 31, all 
primary school children, people aged 50 and over, 
pregnant women, unpaid carers, and frontline 
health and adult social care staff.  
The enlarged flu drive will build on last year’s expanded flu 
programme, which saw a record 19 million jabs being administered. 

With the nation getting closer to normal life, we are having to learn to 
live with Covid-19 alongside other viruses. It is widely believed that 
our immunity to other illnesses such as ‘flu will have diminished while 
we were all wearing masks and socially distancing. The big campaign 
is being mounted to ensure many more people are vaccinated and so 
protected from another nasty, potentially dangerous, illness. 

Surgeries were unable to provide clinic / booking details before ‘Open 

Field’ was printed, but please check notices if you attend a surgery in 
the next few weeks and let us know so that we can share details next 
month. 

The ‘Flu Jab Campaign 

Parish Council Open Meeting 

We have now been able to fix a date for this event, originally 
scheduled for July. It has now been rearranged for 

22nd September 2021 7pm 

Village Open Meeting 
arranged by the Parish Council 

Gregor Pierrepont from The Trustees of 
Thoresby Settlement, Laxton’s new Landlord 

will give a talk/presentation to the village  

Please come along, bring your questions  

and see if you can remember what the Hall looks like inside!!!!! 



 

 

The Religious Census, 1851, Part 1 

Coffee Mornings 
The Coffee Mornings remain 
suspended for the time being. 
We will let you know when we 
plan to start again. The rota on 
the inside cover will restart to 
remind hostesses of when their 
turn is coming round. 

In these modern times, it is hard to imagine the influence that religion 
had on village life just a few generations ago. 

Victorian times saw a resurgence of religious practice and devotion 
that included a drive to restore and repair existing churches and the 
building of many new chapels. 

Along with the devotion, there was a good deal of rivalry, sometimes 
fierce. This was not just a case of Church versus chapel but there 
were often two or three competing chapels in each village, each 
representing its own strand of Protestantism. 

Roman Catholicism was, of course, widely considered completely 
beyond the pale and would routinely be referred to as ‘popery’. 

Even by the 1930s, when I was a child, religious observance was 
strong and the rivalries had only partially subsided. 

After my mother became Sunday School teacher in Laxton, I found 
myself being forced to attend one service or another in Laxton or 
Egmanton up to five times every Sunday. Probably the reason I 
became an atheist! 

Despite my lack of belief, I have retained a life-long love of the old 
Methodist Hymns and an interest in the buildings. I am pleased that, 
even if the chapels are no longer used for their original purpose, some 
have found new uses as lovely homes. 

The 1851 religious census detailed the following chapels in Laxton, 
Egmanton and Moorhouse (with some extra notes from me): 



 

 

MOORHOUSE.                                                                                                                   
(36) PRIMITIVE METHODIST, Erected about the year 1820, 
Domestic chapel not used exclusively as a place of worship. 
 

Space:  free       16  
Present:  Morn  Aft   Eve 
Gen. Congregation    4   -  12 
  Wm. Bartram, Class Leader 
                                                
I am not sure where the 1820 chapel was 
located but, in 1856, a new Primitive Chapel 
was built ‘on the common or waste’ after 
Moorhouse was drained in the early 1850s.   
Some years ago, I found the date stone in a 
hedge bottom. 

The chapel was used until c1916, when, due to WW1, the congregation 
became too small and there was a shortage of lay preachers. 

The seats and pulpit were in place until 1930s (I remember playing in 
there and ‘preaching’ from the pulpit), after which it became a cow house 
and piggery.         

It is now a stable and sometime goat or chicken shed   

MWS 

(32) MOORHOUSE, A CHAPEL OF 
EASE 
Endowed:  tithe, rent charge £82 
Space:     free 30,  other 10, total 40 
 
Remarks: The Hamlet of Moorhouse 
consists of a few scattered houses. 
Divine service is on the first Sunday in 
the month consequently there was no 
duty 30th instant. 
No Sunday Scholars. 

Average about 15 to 20. 
   Richard Procter, 
 
The rental charge was because the Chapel 
stood upon private land.  There is no right 
of way.  
It is hoped to reopen the Chapel for 
Harvest Festival and Christmas Eve this 
year, 2021  
     MWS 



 

 

 

EGMANTON PLANT 

& TOOL HIRE LTD 

Under new management. 

Still offering the same quality 
service from a new local site. 

For a full details and to hire 
equipment please phone Aiden 

on 07513 879919 

VAT  registered 

Kitchen & Furniture Refurbishments 
We Spray: 

Kitchens, Free-Standing Furniture,  
Fitted Furniture, Wood, MDF & Paint Grade Vinyl 

 

25 Years Experience 

07999 489624 

Contact: 
Our Email: 

Find us on Facebook: 

Darren 
scopesprayservices@gmail.com 
Scope Spray Services 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 

email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 



 

 

After forty five very happy years in Laxton our departure was 
accelerated and we had little time to speak to friends. 

Driving home from work, up Cocking Hill and across the common, 
always felt like entering a secret and special place with the panoramic 
views of the fields and beyond. 

Jeff and I have enjoyed and embraced the traditions and community 
of Laxton and village life. We are proud to have been part of a 
community consisting of generous and friendly folk who quietly help 
and support. We will miss each and everyone of you. 

As we turned the key for the last time in the front door of School 
House where we raised our family, along with 'Henry Dog' we realised 
the breadth of the challenges we face in our new home in Collingham. 

There will be an open invitation to visit us when we are settled in and 
we look forward to continuing and maintaining our friendships. In the 
end we had to agree with an early prediction of Bob Froggett's - he 
reckoned many of the new folk in the 70's would be 'shallow rooters', 
soon gone, and so we have proved to be. 

Jeff and Pat 

A Fond Farewell 

Still Going Strong 

 

This Field Marshall tractor was once 
owned by Ernest Sayer of Laxton, 
who was a contractor. 

It was made by Marshall’s of 
Gainsborough and was pictured on 
display in ‘Marshall’s Yard’, now a 
retail park, but once the site of the 
former heavy engineering works. 

The tractor was clearly still going 
strong. 



 

 

Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  
Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 

  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

 

Experienced, Professional 
& Friendly Instructor 

PILATES WITH MAMPA 
 

Improve posture, core strength, flexibility and muscle tone 
Learn to move with ease 

Maximise injury recovery & prevention 
Increase energy levels 

Relieve stress & tension 
Improve general well-being 

Please get in touch for post lockdown locations, times & online sessions timetable 

0788 050 8274 / pilateswithmampa@outlook.com 

Tel: 01777 471 583 Mob: 07543 140 834 
Email: greenleafpropertymaintenance@outlook.com 

www.directgardeningservice.co.uk 

 Domestic garden maintenance 

 Hard and soft landscaping 

 Power jet washing 

 Tree removal and  

maintenance 

 Plant growers and suppliers 

 Sports grounds and 
commercial maintenance 

Greenleaf 

Property Maintenance 
Professional Service All Year Round 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


 

 

Popular traditional country event returns… 

After an enforced break 
in 2020, how we’re all 
looking forward to this 
year’s Southwell 
Ploughing Match and 
Show.  A celebration of 
agriculture and farming 
skills…it’s the highlight 
of any year for many. 

The 2021 Show will be 
held on Saturday 25th September at Carr Banks Farm, Longland 
Lane, Farnsfield, NG22 8HB by kind permission of F.A. Reynolds, 
MBE. 

There’s truly something for everyone with classes for a wide variety of 
animals, produce and crafts, displays in the main ring and, of course, 
every conceivable type of ploughing alongside displays of agricultural 
equipment.  

This year the main ring attraction is – 
The JCB Balls Digger Dance – 
always hugely popular. It’s an 
exciting team driven entertainment 
show exhibiting the flexibility and 
talent of JCB operators. The Digger 
Dance team follow a precise 
choreographed routine to music, 
containing several daring 
manoeuvres. The team is sure to 

have you mesmerised by an unmissable display of discipline and skill. 

Advance tickets may be purchased at a discounted price of £10 per 
adult (including Senior Citizens) with no charge for parking.  Children 
under 14 years may enter the event free of charge. VIP passes, 
limited in number, may also be purchased in advance at a cost of £60 
for priority parking and 4 tickets.   

Your local contact is: Jill Hoyland in Egmanton. 

For further information and online ticket purchase visit – 
www.southwellploughingmatch.co.uk 

Southwell Ploughing Match and Show 



 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES 
  

HC = Holy Communion   EP = Evening Prayer   MP = Morning Prayer 

Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All WS = Word Service 
  

   

5th Sept  

9 am  Egmanton   Mass  Father James 

9 am  Kirton   HC  Margaret G 

10:30 am  Laxton   HC  Margaret G 

4 pm  Wellow   EP  Janice H 
 

12th Sept 

9 am  Walesby   HC tbc 
 

19th Sept 

9 am  Egmanton   Mass  Father James 

9 am  Walesby   HC tbc 

10:30 am  Wellow   MP  Churchwarden 
 

26th Sept 

10:30 am  Kirton    Harvest Janice H 
 

3rd Oct 

9 am  Egmanton   Mass  Father James 

9am Kirton   HC tbc 

10:30 am  Laxton   HC  Rev Canon John Smith 

4 pm  Wellow   EP  Janice H 

 

Please note our September and October HC services will be held 
on the first Sunday of the month and not the second. This is due 
to shortage of priests because of holidays etc. 

For any enquiries about baptisms, weddings and funerals, please 
contact our churchwarden, Brenda, (870541) while we have no 
vicar. 



 

 

 

2021 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
September 

Tues 14th History Group Get Together at Weston 

Weds 15th Rotary Golf Day 

Weds 22nd Parish Council Open Meeting 

 with Gregor Pierrepont 

Fri 24th Hall Farm Macmillan Cancer Support  All Day 

 Coffee Morning at Weston 

Sat 25th Southwell Ploughing Match, Farnsfield 

WEDS 29th Parish Council 

 

Forward Planning 

Nov 13th Rotary ‘Brass Plays the Proms’, Ollerton 

Regular Events: 

Parish Council  4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,  

 September and November  

Quiz Nights 1st Friday of December & March tbc 

 

Copy Date for October: 12 noon, 16th September 
 

Please let us have your contributions in good time.  We do 
what we can to include last minute items, but it is not always 
possible. Late arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



 

 

Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 

07849747500 
robpalingboilerservices@ 

yahoo.com 
 Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 
 Oil Boiler installation and 

      commissioning  
 Oil Tank Installation 
 Emergency Call Outs 
 Fully Insured 
 Oftec Registered 

SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & 
GATES FOR HOME & BUSINESS 

GENERAL BLACKSMITHING 
IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING 

BOTTOM FARM, LAXTON 
TEL: 01777 871702, www.laxtonnotts.org.uk 

 

 

01777 472885 or 
07999 528397 

grahamlaughton.com 

 
Email: 

Quality Paintings 
or Drawings 
in any Media 

grahamlaughton50@gmail.com 

mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


 

 

Laxton WI  

We are now nearly into September and things 
seem to be getting back to normal. We hope to be 
able to resume our meetings. 

The committee are going to have a meeting at the end of August and 
we are hoping to have our first full WI meeting on Wednesday 8th 
September in the Village Hall at 7:30 pm. We haven’t met since 
March 2020, so it will be good to catch up again. 

The first thing we must do is to plan for the coming year and discuss 
what speakers we would like to have and what other things we are 
going to do. If anyone has any ideas for speakers etc. please let us 
know. 

County Office are still trying to keep 
things going by having Zoom meetings 
and are now advertising more 
meetings.  

In September there is a Zoom talk on 
‘teams 4Us’ all about what happens to 
the gloves hats and scarves people knit 
to go abroad. There is another kurling 
competition, croquet, a talk on ‘Women 
in Farming’ with a harvest lunch, a 
music quiz, bingo and a talk on ‘Fraud 
Awareness’.  

If anyone who is new to the village would like to join us please get in 
touch with Brenda Noble on  01777 870541 or with Lesley Booth. 
You will be made most welcome.                                             Brenda 

Special Birthday Congratulations 
In September we have two young ladies celebrating a big 
birthday. It’s one that starts with a five and ends with a zero. 
Happy birthday and congratulations to Paula D and Melanie V. 
They started playgroup, school and secondary school 
together as well as attending confirmation classes 
together. Both sets of parents also still live in Laxton. 
This must be some sort of record in modern times. 
We hope you both enjoy your day.  



 

 

Harvest Festival Services 
 

Moorhouse Friday 10th September 7 pm 

Preacher: Heather Brown 

 

Kirton Sunday 26th September 10:30 am 

Preacher: Janice Hannington 

 

Wellow Friday 1st October 7 pm 

Preacher: Heather Brown 

 

Laxton Friday 8th October 7 pm 

Preacher: Heather Brown 

 

Egmanton Sunday 10th October 4 pm 

Preacher: Heather Brown 

 

Walesby Sunday 24th October 10 am 

Preacher: Rural Dean Rev John Chambers 

EVENTS FOR 2021 

The seasonal opening of the Mausoleum continues and we are open 
every Sunday until 26th September 2021 from 2pm – 4pm. 
Government guidelines will be adhered to. This year’s events are as 
follows: 

Sat. 4th Sept at 7pm  Community Concert – an informal  

medley of music and song with wine and refreshments. Tickets £8 

Sun. 26th Sept 2pm - 4pm Last Sunday of the season 

Sun.31st Oct. 12 for 12.30pm, Two-course Sunday Lunch at West 
Retford Hotel. Retford.£18 Adult / £9 Child 

Sat. 4th Dec.2 - 3pm Winter Music. Refreshments Raffle, Doors open 
1.30pm, Please book your seat for this very popular event 

Please contact Jenny (07791527569) or Gillian (01777 248310) 

Milton Mausoleum, NG22 0PW 



 

 

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

 Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

 Oil tank installation & pipework 

 Bathroom installation 

 Sealed hot water systems 

 Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com 

Tel: 07854 069529    OFTEC registered 

Advertising in‘Open Field’ 
Standard 1/6 page box: £30 p.a.(colour)  £15 p.a.(B&W).  

Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. £45 p.a. for 1/2 page (B&W)  

Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or  
call 01777 871506 for details and info on web pages / links. 



 

 

With a distinct shortage of sisters at home 
and a girly social life required, where to 
go? There were no guide troops in our 
parish, so the Church Girls Brigade was 
the obvious choice for a seven-year-old girl 
looking for adventure. 

I’d seen them marching with our Whitsun 
Walks and was enchanted. The uniform, 
the precision marching and, above all, the 
band with its drum major whirling the 
mace. 

It was smashing, run by two single ladies who had been lifelong 
members of the brigade. There was so much to do and so much to 
look forward to - camping, team games, crafts and the monthly church 
parades where we showed off our marching. 

Of course it couldn’t last. My little brother Ian decided he wanted a 
piece of the action. He took to evading Mum and Dad and following 
me to the hut. The door would creak open just as we were getting into 
something interesting and his beaming face would appear. I was 
mortified. This was mine – he wouldn’t let me play with him and John 
the Cloak, so why should he spoil my scene? Unfortunately, 
persistence was his middle name. 

Dad eventually sorted him by sabotaging his metal pedal car so that it 
made so much noise he couldn’t sneak off. It was a masterly stroke. 

Once free of the nuisance, brigade life was good, varied, and exciting. 
We revelled in the challenges those lively and committed ladies gave 
us. 

The call came when I was eight years old. Places were available in 
the band – who was interested? Was I just! Big base drum here I 
come! 

Charging into the house I blurted out the news with a clarion call. I 
would ask to play the big drum. Wouldn’t it be wonderful? The mental 
vision of this sent my then 16-year-old brother Eric into such 
paroxysms of hysteria my parents feared for his safety. 

Perhaps I should explain that my dimensions at this time (confirmed 
by the order for my new uniform) were 3 feet 9 inches tall and vital 
statistics of 22”, 22”, 22”. You can see his point. But it stung. Oh, how 
it stung! 

When You Bang on a Drum, it Makes 
a Jolly Rhythm 



 

 

However, to this day the identity of the individual who substituted a 
pair of little girl’s white knickers for his rugby shorts in his next away 
game kit will not pass my lips. 

They gave me a bugle. 

I tootled away for some time and thoroughly enjoyed myself. The 
family were pleased- practice times were not done at home. 

It stopped only when the bizarre arrangement of my front teeth meant 
that a brace had to be fitted. It felt like part of the Forth Bridge. And it 
plays havoc with the embouchure. 

So they gave me a side drum. 

This drove the family scatty, as it 
could be practised anywhere using a 
flat surface and anything remotely 
resembling a pair of drum sticks. 
Words were sometimes spoken! 

Sadly, events at the church meant 
that all social activities were 
suspended and the Church Girls Brigade joined with another parish 
temporarily, but it was too far for me to go. 

Secondary education brought new opportunities, however. Our 
enthusiastic music teacher decided that members of the choir should 
‘experience’ (i.e. learn to play) a musical instrument. Tuition would be 
free, and also the loan of an instrument – too good to miss. 

Choice was limited, and popular ones like the guitar were soon 
claimed. The choice for the last few of us was a violin, or a violin. I 
cannot say my heart was in it. But we were encouraged to ‘try our 
best’. 

How the poor man who got landed with the four of us coped I do not 
know. He must have had the patience of a saint. 

Reaction at home ranged from encouragement through gritted teeth 
to downright horror. Who could blame them, for I practised diligently. 
Eric took to wearing great wodges of cotton wool in his ears which 
flowed over his shoulders, and Ian ostentatiously went and sat in the 
back garden. 

The violin lessons at school became more of a trial, lighted only by 
Margaret Lewis, who was an inveterate ghoulish storyteller who told 
us gruesome ‘facts’ about herself in graphic detail. A particularly 
horrific one was that if she drank kidney soup her left eye would drop 
out – I think it was the kidney soup that did it. She was great fun. I 
often wonder what happened to Margaret. 



 

 

Recent Bonus Ball Winners 

We have various numbers available. Here is the  up to date list of 
the 14 spare numbers: 1,2,7,11,20,23,26,27,34,51,52,56,57, 
59. Please contact me on 870844. Thank you.     Michael Manning 

Date No Name 

17/7/21 01 ROLLOVER 

24/7/21 59 ROLLOVER 

31/7/21 48 Sam & Sophie 

7/8/21 58 Anna Hill 

14/8/21 58 Anna Hill 

Laxton and Moorhouse Parish Council 

The first meeting of the Parish Council meeting in person was held on 
Tuesday 21/7/21 at the Visitor Centre—see draft minutes in this 
edition.. 

The meetings are bi-monthly on the 4th Tuesday (Sept, Nov, Jan, 
Mar, May and July) and are held in the Laxton Visitor Centre (apart 
from the July meeting in Moorhouse Church). The September meeting 
however will be on Wednesday 29th September, all meetings after 
that will be on Tuesday as above.  

They are advertised on the Council’s web site and written notifications 
are displayed in both villages’ Notice Boards. 

The end was inevitable. When after three 
terms we could only manage the most 
excruciating approximation of ‘Air on a G 
String’ the will to ‘try our best’ was gone. 
Eric by this time had christened me 
Yehudi Bloggins. 

The joys of rounders, netball, gymnastics and swimming were calling 
and Saturday mornings were spent at a very lively art group. 

With no reluctance on anybody’s part, I hung up my violin. 

I don’t know whether Miss Roberts found any silk purses among the 
sow’s ears, but the plan had a lasting effect. Whoever joined in (and 
their families) were left with a deep and abiding respect for those 
people who can, and do, play a musical instrument to the delight and 
benefit of us all.                                                          Yehudi Bloggins 



 

 

 

 

Authentic Indian Cuisine & Bar 
Tel: 01623 860648 / 07751485246 

Main Street, Kneesall, NG22 0AD 
(Formerly known as The Angel Inn) 

Free Car Park Available 
 

Takeaway Service Available (collection only) 
Open: 7 days a week, including Bank Holidays, 5.00pm - 10.30pm 

www.rajdhaanirestaurant.co.uk 

Email: reservations@rajdhaanirestaurant.co.uk 



 

 

 

“FEET FIRST” 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 

Telephone 
Mobile:  07946 587190 

for a home visit 

Stan The Sweep 
 

 
Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 
 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 

supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 

burners & liners. Certificate 
issued. 

 

No Mess & fully insured 
Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

 
Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

Sherwood Forest 
Rotary 

Supporting the Local 
Community 

07711 802683 
Meeting most Wednesdays at 

South Forest Leisure 
Robin Hood Crossroads, 

Edwinstowe 
Visitors always welcome 

www.rotary.org/1220 



 

 

Group Oil Order 

The summer group order was placed on 2nd 
August with 22 group members ordering an 
average of just over 1000 litres each.  This time 
the lowest quote was obtained from Watsons, 
whose price of 41.88p/litre was significantly less than the Boilerjuice 
national 1000 litre average price of 44.81p. Chandlers and Certas 
Energy quoted prices of 42.30p and 44.07p respectively. The price 
has been steady within 1p either way for some time. 

Recently we have welcomed a number of people who have newly 
moved into both Laxton and Egmanton and we welcome them to the 
group. The higher our volume order, the better our bargaining power! 

The next order is expected to be towards the end of November to 
avoid the usual rush and associated price rise associated with the 
approach of Christmas. Please let me know from mid November if 
you are getting ready for your winter delivery. The first person usually 
indicates that there could be more coming close to needing to order. 

Please include your latest contact details and delivery instruction 
such as lock, need advance notice of delivery etc, to your request. I 
pass your land line, mobile(s) and email address to the chosen 
supplier. If you haven’t ordered for a while you may have overlooked 
passing changes on.  

Anyone whose order can be placed by email is very welcome to join. 
Please contact me on oil@openfield.org.uk  

The group currently covers an area of roughly 5 miles radius from  
Laxton. 

Joy 

Notts Historic Churches Trust 

Saturday 11th September 

Sponsored Bike Ride 



 

 

Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council: 

Draft Minutes from 21st July 2021 

Present: Councillors: M. Manning (chair), S. Hill, R. Hennell  
M. Hennell, J. Hill, S. Rose, J. Godson 
     

In attendance at parish council meeting 
C. Wilson (Clerk) 
 
1. Apologies for absence: Councillors regretted that at the last minute 

the intended venue, Moorhouse Church, had been unavailable. They 
apologised to the public for any inconvenience noting that the meeting 
had started late to allow anyone attending to drive to the replacement 
venue. 

 Apologies were accepted from councillors Michael and Pringle.  
2. Declarations of interest: The chair declared an interest as a member 

of the sports field committee in item 10 (Property matters – including 
sports field and Glebe Field and sub-tenancy and associated legal 
services).  

 There were no other declarations of interest, direct or indirect, in any 
items of business on the agenda.  

3. Dispensations: None required.  
4. 10 Minutes public speaking: No public present. Nothing raised. 
5. Minutes of the parish council meeting held on 25 May 2021: The 

minutes of the meeting held on 25 May 2021 were agreed as a true 
record to be signed by the chair at a later date when face to face contact 
is possible.  

6. Matters arising: No other matters arising which were not otherwise 
on the agenda.  

7. Reports from district and county councillors: Mr Pringle and Mrs 
Michael’s written reports were noted.  

8. Reports from councillors: Councillors discussed concerns which 
had been raised regarding the accumulation of dog waste at Mill Field off 
Toad Lane. Councillors agreed that there was clearly a need for the 
means of disposal of dog waste at the site. Having considered the 
associated one off and ongoing costs and accessibility for the NSDC 
waste lorry, they authorised the clerk to order a new dog bin to be sited at 
that location.   

 Councillors discussed the arrangements for the village meeting to be 
attended by Mr Pierrepont on Wednesday 22 July 2021 and their hopes 
for a close working relationship in the future. There was discussion of 
then potential for interpretation boards and potential plans for the fields. 
The clerk will write to Mr Pierrepont with regard to developing a strong 
working relationship between the Estate and the village’s elected 
representative body. 

 A need for 30 mph signs for Woodhouse was identified. The clerk will 



 

 

make enquiries of Mr Pringle. 
 A report of overflowing drains at Toad lane was noted. The clerk will 

report to NCC. 
9. Financial Matters:  
a. Financial position as at 30 June 2021: Councillors considered and 

noted the clerk’s report showing the precise financial position at 30 June 
2021 (incorporating the 2021-22 budget figures).  

b. Accounts for payment: The council unanimously approved ten 
payments totalling £1899.89.  

 A request for a contribution to the machine maintenance costs in relation 
to a resident’s cutting of the grass was noted. The chair will request a 
receipt and the contribution will be discussed at the September 2021 
meeting.  

 Councillors decided that the Zoom subscription was no longer required.  
c. Use of reserves: Councillors discussed the following potential 

areas of expenditure: 
i. Event to celebrate the Queen’s 70

th
 Jubilee 

ii. Potential work to trees and boundaries at Glebe field 
iii New Christmas lights and decorations and possible event. The clerk 

will include this as an agenda item for the September 2021 meeting.  
 10. Property matters including sports field and Glebe Field and sub 

tenancy and associated legal services: Councillors discussed the 
requirements for the lease. They discussed an informal report on the 
condition of the trees noting that it had not identified an issue. Given this 
and that the field was not open to the public, they agreed that any risk 
was low and a formal report was not necessary.  

 They asked the clerk to confirm the council’s boundary responsibilities 
with its legal adviser. Subject to that, they decided: 

 
1. The parish council would make good the boundaries 
2. The tenant to be responsible for the maintenance of the field 

(including grass) and boundaries 
3. The tenant to be responsible for maintaining the health of and 

protecting the trees in the field from harm but not otherwise 
responsible for the trees on the land 

4. The land to be used for grazing only 
5. The tenant to ensure that no invasive or notifiable plant species is 

introduced or allowed to grow on the land 
6. The parish council to be entitled to terminate the lease in the 

event that the land or any part of it is required for cemetery or burial 
ground purposes. 

The clerk will contact Larken & Co accordingly. 
The chair and Mr Rose will make enquiries regarding soil which was 
currently blocking access to the field.  
 
11. Planning matters: 

a. Applications: Councillors noted an application just received, 
21/01573/HOUSE - Proposed single-storey principle extension, 



 

 

replacement of windows, conversion of a section of garage to 
bedroom, bi-fold doors to replace existing entrance door, replacement 
of window to entrance door and replacement of garage door to 
window - Walnut Cottage Toad Lane Laxton. They had no comments. 

b. To note planning decisions by NSDC: None. 
c. Compliance: No matters raised.  
d. Defibrillator inspection report: Mr M Hennell had reported that he 

had completed the inspection. There were no issues. The new pads 
had been delivered to the chair.  

13. Village environment and appearance, including: 
a. Relocation – 30 mph speed signs to village entries: Mr Pringle is 

progressing. 
b. Fibre broadband for Moorhouse: The clerk will invite the NCC 

broadband officer to the November 2021 meeting, the village meeting 
with Mr Pierrepont of Thoresby Estate having been rearranged to 
September 2021.. 

c. Speeding traffic including possible weight limit: Councillors were 
pleased that the brickyard had confirmed that they would ask drivers 
to avoid the village where possible but regretted that this would not 
apply to the increasing number of high sided vehicles attending the 
site. These would still need to avoid Cocking Hill.  

d. Bar Farmhouse: Mrs Michael had confirmed that the matter was 
in hand at NSDC. 

e. Electricity for Christmas tree Installation: Councillors are 
exploring other sources of electricity. No longer required as an 
agenda item. 

f. Rights of way enquiry: Councillors asked the clerk to make 
enquiries direct of NCC in relation to any proposed change to the 
definitive map, no statutory consultation having been received.  

14. Service faults: None.  
15. Correspondence: All items of correspondence noted   
16. Agenda items for next meeting: As above  
17.  Date of next meeting: Wednesday 29 July 2021  

Councillors agreed that their regular meetings should revert to Tuesdays 
with effect from November 2021 

Bearing in mind the age of most members, we have 
decided that the Group will not restart meetings before 
the New Year. So that we can meet and discuss what 
we would like to do next, we are planning an informal 
get together over tea, cream scones and cakes at: 

Hall Farm, Weston, Tuesday 14th September 

2.00pm, £7.50 per head 

Please contact Jean on 870276 to book your place by 5th September 
at the latest. All welcome but booking essential for catering purposes. 



 

 

Ossington Hut Art Group 

Autumn Term starts 

Monday 13
th
 September, 10am - 12 noon 

Tutor: Graham Laughton 

We welcome everyone including beginners. We support 
budding artists in any media including: 

Oils, acrylic, watercolour, and pastel 

Drawing skills are encouraged in a friendly atmosphere with 
demos and tips. 

Fees £6 per class including tea / coffee 

Hall Farm Granary & 

Birds Nest Coffee Lounge, Weston 

All Day 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  

Friday September 24
th

 10-4pm  

Coffee & cakes, Raffles, & outdoor games 

in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 

 
The team is extra motivated this year by the recent loss of one 
of their small team to cancer.  
Please do your best to support them.  



 

 

Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details. 

 Yoga with Greg – Resuming from September 7th. See below. 

 Egmanton WI - Thursday 19th August in the Hall 

 Computer Problems? -  Call 01777 871171 for phone advice 
If your computer is misbehaving or you need help setting up a new 
one, please call. Donations to Egmanton Village Hall in lieu of fee. 

  Egmanton Village Hall 

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk  / 01777 871171 

Laxton Defibrillator 

The defibrillator in the Visitor  Centre, is always accessible as neither 
the Visitor Centre door nor the cabinet housing it is locked.  

Please do remember that the defibrillator must only be used once 
authorised by a call to 999. 

Michael Manning 

Village Notices 

Mike Manning maintains a list of email addresses for villagers and other 
local people who want to receive up to date information. 

If you are not already on the list and would like to be kept informed, 
please contact Mike at kneecott@googlemail.com  

Yoga at Egmanton Village Hall 

The popular ‘Yoga with Gregg’ sessions will be restarting in Egmanton 
Village Hall on September 7th at 7.30pm. 

The price is £36 for a block of 6 weekly sessions and £7 paid on a drop 
in basis. Greg collects the money so please come with cash for your 
preferred number of sessions. Gregg will be contacting people for whom 
he has details, but the sessions are open to everyone so for more 
information please call Gregg on 07761344250. 



 

 

Useful Contact Details 
 
Defibrillator Contacts: 
Neil Randall 01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends 

Pat Naylor  01777 870601, evenings 

Jeff Naylor  01777 870601, as required 

Mark Hennell  07812 908316, evenings 

Stuart Rose  07939 228353, as required 

Jeanette Geldard  07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,  

   evenings / weekends 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required 

 
Police 
Sgt 2949 Christial Hurley, Sherwood Neighbourhood Policing Team, 
    Ollerton Police Station 
PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673 

 Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 
  

PC2548 Deborah Bakin supported by 
PCSO 8524 Richard Dunn at Southwell   07595 074292 

  
Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  

 
Danger to life or crime in progress   999 
Otherwise police switchboard   101 
Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)  0800 555111 
 
 
Medical 
Tuxford Medical Centre  01777 870203 
Sutton-on-Trent Surgery  01636 821023 
Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice  01623 703266 
Newark Hospital  01636 681681 
Bassetlaw Hospital  01909 500990 
King’s Mill Hospital  01623 622515 
 
Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)  01777 870381 
MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk 01636 612 837  

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk  0115 977 5661 

 
Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk 

 



 

 

 

Moorhouse Harvest Festival 

Friday 10th September 7 pm 

Preacher: Heather Brown 

The service will be followed by refreshments 

This will be the first 

service in Moorhouse 

church since December 

2019! 

Please come and join us, 

everyone welcome 

Laxton Harvest Festival 

Friday 8th October 7 pm 

Preacher: Heather Brown 

 

The service will be 

followed by 

refreshments 

Everyone welcome 


