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Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 16th MARCH PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can send 

in your contributions at any time. 



At last we have some 
good news and some 
bad. The good news 
is that we have a 
new boiler in church 
for the central 
heating.  

It has been a difficult 
time, trying to find out 
where the old one 
was leaking. We had 
to take the floor up 
only to then find out 
that the pipes at the 
back of the church 

were all perished. We don’t know how long they have been in place. 
The boiler has been in for 25 years and the pipes and radiators have 
been there for longer. 

After getting everything going again, the water boiler tank then 
decided to burst and that was the end of that. The good news is that 
the new one is in. The bad news is it wants paying for, but we look 
forward to being warm again.  

Unfortunately things don’t last forever. Thanks to Lee and Steve for all 
their work. 

Brenda 

Church News from our Churchwarden 

Thanks again to the many people who have already paid their 2025 
subscriptions. There are just a few still to come in. Please can anyone 
who has yet to pay make a special effort to get their payment to their 
own distributor or to Jean. If there is a problem getting to them, please 
call Jean on 870276. 

The subscription for 2025 (February - Dec / Jan) is £6.00  

You can drop it through their door, deliver direct to Jean at 
Blacksmith’s Cottage, High Street or to Joy Allison in Egmanton.  

Thank you. Your cooperation is appreciated.               Jean 

Open Field Subscription Renewals 



Sympathy - Michael Mawer 

We were sad to hear the news that Michael Mawer of Moorhouse had 
passed away on the 5th of February at the age of 94.  

Michael had lived and farmed at Moorehouse for 62 years. He leaves 
his children Anna, Katie, Lizzie Becky and Jamie and 11 
grandchildren and three great grandchildren.  

His funeral will take place at Laxton Church. 

Congratulations - Alfie George 

 

Congratulations to 
Karina and Chris 
Antcliffe on the birth of 
their first baby, their son 
Alfie George, born on 
10th February 2025 
weighing 7lb 14oz. 

Alfie is a grandson for 
Mel and Wayne Voce 
and a great grandson 
for Jean and Roy 
Hennell. 

We have not been sent any special notices to 
wish anyone well this month, but we are aware 
that several people are still getting over problems 
which have occurred in the last few months. 

We send very best wishes for continuing 
recovery to all concerned. Hopefully we will soon 
see some sunshine and feel that spring is on the 
way, which will cheer everyone up. 

Get Well Soon 



Coffee Morning News 

Many thanks to 
all those who 
braved the icy 
rain and cold on 
the morning of 
Saturday,15th 
February to 
support our 
monthly 
Community 
Coffee Morning.  

This month, 
we were 
raising funds 
for the 
charities 
Bransby 
Horses 
Rescue & 
Welfare at 
Saxilby and 
the Babworth 
Animal 
Rescue Kennels.  

Donations for refreshments and the raffle, raised £208 in total. 

Helen 



The Country Victualler 

Butchers & Bakers 
  

Award winning handmade pork pies, 
oven ready pies, cured bacon, free range pork 

and Longhorn Thoresby beef 
 

Heritage recipes and a warm welcome await 
you at our Tuxford Pod. 

 

 Order & Collect  

 Free kerb side parking 

 Daily hot food to go specials 

 Loyalty card rewards 

 Senior Citizens’ 10% off  Wednesday 

 

Opening Hours: 

Tue - Fri 8am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 4pm 

Closed Sunday & Monday 
 

 01777 874700  

 

Subscribe to our newsletter to receive online offers! 

 

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription 
 

 Nationwide delivery. 
 

thecountryvictualler.co.uk 

Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh 

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription


Coffee Morning Corner 
2nd Saturdays Egmanton Village Hall  10 - 12  8th Mar 

 

3rd Saturdays  Laxton Village Hall,    10:00 - 12:00 15th Mar 

 

4th Saturdays  Ossington Hut,   11 - 1  22nd Feb 

 
5th Saturday The Coach House,  10.30am 29th Mar 

Main St. Kirton 

Please come and join us for a community litter pick 

Where:- Sunday 9th March 2025. 

When:- 10.30 hrs meet. 

Where:- Outside the Visitor Centre / Dovey carpark. NG220SX. 

What do I wear:- Please dress appropriately for being outdoors. 

What do I bring:- Bring your own, if you have it, some equipment will be 
provided. 

Contact:- Your Parish Councillors for more details. 

If you would like to help Bransby 
Horses, please save stamps you 
from your mail. Cut them off with 
about 1cm all around and pass to 
Sandra Clarke who collects them 

for Bransby. You can also pass to Jean in Laxton or Joy in Egmanton. 



Our Laxton Alive Projects are working well: - 

“Chop & Chat” February, proved to be 

popular again. We 
prepared and ate Cottage 
Pie, with roast potatoes, 
broccoli, carrots and peas, 
followed by another 
Christmas pudding (just 2 
left now) and / or jam 
sponge and custard. (I 
think I know who has the 

sweetest tooth in 
Laxton!). 16 folks sat 
down to eat and 
another 7 meals were 
delivered or were 
taken home. 

Our next session is 
Monday 3rd 
March, 11:00 – 2 
pm, please come 
and join us. Just 

contact Dave 
Sheard 
07941625761 to 
book a place, or a 
takeaway meal. Just so we can cater for the right number. 

Breaking news, we are running an additional session on Monday 
7th April, and we are still working out what is going to happen 
beyond then. 

 

The “Pilates” class is being supported well, and is now being 

Village Hall News 



run by Rachel, our experienced fitness teacher. Rachel is asking for 4
-week block bookings upfront to keep things manageable, priced at 
£24. Please contact Helen Sheard. There are a few spaces left. 
Laxton Village Hall, Thursday evenings 18.30 to 19.30. 

 

Other news, our next village quiz is approaching Friday 
7th March, we have put the price up to £10 per head, please see 
the separate ad for more details. It’s still great value for a fun night, 
including a hot supper.  

 

Do you have and ideas on other sessions we can run at the village 
hall? Please let us know. There is potential for more funding from 
NSDC for community grants. It is great to see the hall being used as it 
was intended, but there is still plenty of space for other events. 

 

Can you spare some time to help with the running of the Village Hall? 
We are looking some additional folks to join us as trustees. The role is 
not too onerous, and of course “many hands, make light work”. 
Contact one of the trustees for more information. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support, it helps us in our 
goal as trustees “Managing and maintaining Laxton Village Hall for 
the benefit of the community of Laxton, Nottinghamshire and the 
surrounding villages”. 

Many thanks 

Dave  

Coffee Morning Info 

Why not come to our monthly Coffee Mornings in the Hall? 

Tea, coffee and cake - no charge, just donations. All help 

and donations gladly received. All proceeds in support of 

village groups, societies, amenities and occasionally 

supporter nominated charities. 2025 dates elsewhere in the 

magazine. 

For further information  

Please call Helen Sheard 07905 161392 



HILLCREST: Gardening Centre 

Everything for your garden: 

Open from 9am, closed Tues & Weds 

(for more details see web site) 

Tel: 07576 140 107 
 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 

We are at the top of Laxton Hill, Egmanton 

 Fertiliser 

 Compost 

 Seeds & bulbs 

 Shrubs & trees 

 Bedding plants 

 Hanging baskets 

 Giftware 

 Fruit & Veg 

HILLCREST: Equestrian Services 

 Full livery 

 Breaking 

 School livery 

 Rehab stabling 

 Holiday livery 

 Selling livery 

 Riding lessons 

 Secure 

 CCTV 

 BHS Regd. 

 Qualified instructor 

 Fully insured 

Please phone or see web site  

for further information 

Tel: 07359 141 051 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 



Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating a birthday, anniversary 

or other special event this month. 

The birthday roll of honour for this 

month is: Stuart Clarke, Sandra 

Clarke, George Noble, Jacqueline 

Smith, Geoff Rose, Roy S, Janet G, 

Annie Marsh, Sally B, and Janette T.  

We wish you all a wonderful day and 

a happy and healthy year to come. 

We send congratulations to Stuart 

and Sandra Clarke and to Wayne and 

Mel Voce who celebrate their 

anniversaries this month. 

We wish you all a wonderful day and 

a happy and healthy year to come. 

We are pleased congratulate anyone 

celebrating a special event this 

month. 

  Brenda 

March congratulations  



March is a busy month for both museums of Tuxford. The new 
conference room at the Museum of the Horse will host its first events 
with viewing of the Auction items on March 7th from 10am to 4 pm 
and March 8th from 10am to 2 pm. There will be over 400 lots. The 
timed auction will be online on March 9th from 5 pm on 
the-saleroom.com 

On March 26th 
there will be a 
display of the 
history of Dosco. 
There will also be 
a get together for 
anyone who used 
to work there and 
would like to 
catch up with old 
friends. This will 
run between 
10am and 4 pm. 
‘The History of 
Dosco’ will 

become a time line display at the Walks of Life Museum. It forms such 
an important part of Tuxford’s history. The date will be announced 
later in the year.   

On April 6th, we will be holding the ‘Step Back into Childhood’ 
exhibition, with children’s pony books from the 1940s as well as horse 
models including Julip.  

The head saddler of the Julip horse will be there with examples of her 
work. She will also be demonstrating making them. Ann Picairn from 
Sutton on Trent, a leading light in the making of dioramas, will also be 
demonstrating and displaying he amazing work.  

Jane Badger, of Badger Books, will give a Powerpoint talk on the 
illustrators of the pony books. To book a place for the free talk contact 
curator@museumofthehorse.co.uk or Tel: 01777 838234 

Join both museums and step back time in celebrating the anniversary 
of V.E day on the 8th May.  

The Museum of the Horse will be holding an Afternoon Tea dance 

News from the Museums of Tuxford 



from 4 pm to 
7 pm. Tickets 
will be 
available from 
the museum/
gallery soon.  

Look out for 
more news on 
events we are 
planning. The 
Walks of Life 
Museum is 
privileged to 

display the poppies that the town council funded to remember those 
whose names are shown on the war memorial. They will be used at 
all future events of remembrance.  

Thanks to the people of Tuxford and beyond who have been busy 
making poppies for the 
nets for V.E day in the 
town.  

Work on the old farm 
with the Pinnacle 
Training Project has 
been very rewarding in 
helping us move 
forward and learn lots 
of traditional building 
skills. A friend of the 
Museum has blessed us with a donation a well top. Work is currently 
underway to fit this to the well as part of our displays.  

We are reminded of the importance of water to our survival. 22nd 
March is World Water day. How lucky we are to have access to safe 
water. 2.2 billion people don’t have this. Typhoid is still a major cause 
of illness and death.  Thankfully we have made progress from 
1904/1905 when Lincoln was struck by a major epidemic due to 
primitive practices.  

The museum has a great example of a water cart. Tuxford museums 
have connections across the world through the history of objects, 
trades, people, visitors and students. 

The Walks of Life Museum will be open again from the 20th March on 
Thursdays and Saturdays 11am to 4 pm. 



SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & GATES FOR HOME 

& BUSINESS 

GENERAL BLACKSMITHING 

IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING 

 

 

01777 472885 or 

07999 528397 

Quality Paintings 

or Drawings 

grahamlaughton50@gmail.com 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 



Laxton Village Hall’s Spring Quiz Night 

Date:  Friday 7th March 2025 

Time:  7 pm for 7:30 start 

Cost: £10 per head, including a Hot Supper. Bring your own 

drinks and glasses. 

Questions:  Back by popular demand “The Cottee Quizmasters” 

Contact me, or any village hall trustees to reserve a place ( ideally 
teams of 8) or to donate a raffle prize. We look forward to seeing 
you. Dave Sheard 07941 625761  

Don’t forget, all profits go towards the upkeep of your 

fabulous village hall ! 

15th March 2025 August  

19th April  20th September 

17th May 18th October 

21st June  November (LHG Craft Fayre) 

19th July 13th or 20th December  

Laxton & Moorhouse 

Community Coffee Morning dates 

All are welcome for coffee and cakes 

Laxton Village Hall  10:30am - 12:30 
(3rd Saturday in the month) 



VINCE DODD 

SERVICE & MOT  

Sutton-on-Trent  

MOT Testing  

 01636 821200  

 Servicing 

 Tyres  

 Repairs 

 Air Con  

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

 Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

 Oil tank installation & pipework 

 Bathroom installation 

 Sealed hot water systems 

 Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com 

Tel: 07854 069529    
OFTEC registered 

Advertising in ‘Open Field’ 
 

Standard 1/6 page box: £30 p.a.(colour) £15 p.a.(B&W)  
Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. £45 p.a. for 1/2 page (B&W)  

 

Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or  
call 01777 871506 for details and  

info on web pages / links. 



Sports Field Bonus Ball Weekly Draw 

Date Bonus Ball No. Winner 

18/01/25 46 Lesley 

25/01/25 50 Ian & Jackie 

1/02/25 02 Dave & Helen 

8/02/25 52 ROLLOVER 

15/02/25 01 LAFC 

There are 3 numbers free, (37, 51 & 53) if anyone would like to join 
or, indeed, if anyone would like an additional number.  

All proceeds help support the Sports Field and facilities. A weekly 
prize of £25 is up for grabs. The winning number is the bonus ball 
number in the Saturday Lotto draw. If a free number is drawn out the 
prize rolls over to following week. 

Thank you for your support, Dave & Helen  

Egmanton Village Hall 

Wine Tasting Evening with Supper 

Friday April 25th 

Tickets available in early March from the website  

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk   

Kirton Coffee Morning 

Kirton Church event with home made cakes and raffle.  

There will be a Handmade Greeting Card stall - all made 

here locally in Kirton by Jo, with card and beautiful 

quality fabrics.  

Saturday 29th Mar, 10.30am 

at The Coach House, Main St., Kirton, the home of 

Lyn and Marcus (almost opposite the Fox) 

Proceeds in aid of Kirton Church 



Evening meals on request 

If you are local and have no room for visitors to stay, we can 
accommodate them, or maybe if you are looking for a base 
to explore this interesting and beautiful area, we offer a quiet 
location in the centre of the village. There are all amenities, 
gift and coffee shops, museums and galleries, buses to 
Lincoln, Newark and Retford. 

2 nights in our double room: £150 including full English 
breakfast or alternatives. 

Phone Richard on 07836 699911 

Trinity Cottage B&B, 
Tuxford 

Relax in Style 

Luxury en-suites, Visitors' 
Lounge & Courtyard, TV, Wi-Fi 



The cold snap last month sent the oil price skywards, 
and then, just as it seemed to be coming down nicely for 
a later than usual order, well publicised statements were 

made regarding the Middle East and the price promptly leapt up 
again.  

In the event a small order was placed for those people who could not 
afford to wait and including some who placed small orders with a view 
to a further order when the situation became clearer. At the time of 
writing, the price is still higher than we would like to see, but there will 
be an extra order this year, hopefully in the middle of March if the 
situation becomes any clearer. 

The Boilerjuice price for 1000 litres of oil in England has been 
fluctuating between around 62 p/litre and 68p/litre inc. VAT for a 
couple of months.  

We were fortunate to get our smaller order placed in a hurry when the 
downward trend stopped, and we paid 58.79p/litre ex. VAT. 

Everyone on the list will be contacted when the new order is about to 
be prepared. If you would like to be notified, please join the group. 

You are welcome to join the ordering group at any time provided that 
you can be contacted by email. Everyone orders as much as they 
want if they need oil at the time of an order. There is no obligation to 
order and nothing stopping members ordering with any supplier at 
any time. 

Please use my personal email if you have it or oil@openfield.org.uk if 
you don’t.                    Joy 

Group Oil Order 

Ossington Coffee Morning will take place on Sat 22nd March between 
11am and 1pm. Our luncheon club has restarted. For further 
information on dates and to book, please contact:  
Mary Brown (01636 821029 / marybrown3@hotmail.co.uk  
Why not come and enjoy a delicious home cooked meal in the 
company of other local residents. 

Everyone welcome at both events.  

Ossington Coffee Mornings and  

Luncheon Club 



 

MARCH SERVICES IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES  
 

HC = Holy Communion,  EP = Evening Prayer,  WS = Word  
MP = Morning Prayer, Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All  
 

MARCH 2025 

 
March 2nd 

10:30 am  Laxton  HC  Rev Margaret 

4.00 pm  Wellow  EP Heather B 

 

March 5th (Wednesday) Ash Wednesday 

 

March 9th 

10:30 am Kirton  HC  Rev Alistair 

 

16th March 

10.00 am  Walesby HC  Rev Vaughn 

10:30 am  Wellow  HC Rev Margaret 

 

23rd March  

No services 

 

30th March Mothering Sunday 

 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
MARCH 

Mon 3rd Chop & Chat  

Fri 7th  Quiz Night 

Sun 9th Community Litter Pick 

Weds 12th WI 

Sat 15th  Coffee Morning 

Weds 19th History Group  

Tues 25th Parish Council 

Sun 30th  Mothering Sunday 

 

Forward Planning: 

April 2025 

Fri 4th WI Bingo Night 

Mon 7th Chop & Chat extra session 

 

May 

Mon 26th Wellow Maypole Celebrations 

 

Regular Events: 

Parish Council  4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,  
 September and November  

 

Copy Date for APRIL 2025 edition:  
12 noon, 16th MARCH 2024 

 

Please let us have your contributions in good time.  We do what we 
can to include last minute items, but it is not always possible. Late 
arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



G.D. HALL LTD 
(Independent Funeral Directors) 

Newark Road 
TUXFORD, Newark 
Nottinghamshire  
NG22 0NA 
 
Tel.  01777 872929               

13 Bridgegate 
Retford 

Nottinghamshire 
DN22 6AE 

 
Tel: 01777 701222 

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk   Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk 

Private chapel of rest 
24 hour service 

Golden Charter pre-payment plans available 
SAIF Approved 

Personal Visits to your home 
Mobile 0797 257 6020 

Pre set Fruit & Vegetable Boxes 

£15 Essentials Box 

£19 Family Box 

Deliveries now subject to a £1 charge. 



Laxton WI  

At our February meeting we had a talk by Neil Pike, 
CEO of ROB (Recycling Ollerton and Boughton) 

Regularly around the village we hear the sound of a truck, the clink of 
glass and the sound of animated conversation. This is ROB removing the 
detritus of households and recycling it to good use. 

ROB began in 1999 when the staff of Whitewater Centre noticed the 
enthusiasm of the people there for clearing up, sorting out rubbish and 
contributing in a positive way to life around them. 

This was developed and enlarged using every available means. The joint 
team of staff and people with learning difficulties became a working, 
viable unit, processing different sorts of waste and sending it on to where 
it could be recycled. 

The benefits soon became apparent to everyone. Life skills were taught, 
passed on and enhanced. Those with learning difficulties found a fulfilling 
role in real work. Reaching and being involved in the community gave 
them a stature and a pride in what they were doing. It was real work. 
Those in the community realised the categories could be broken down – 
yhere were hard working and cheerful people amongst them. 

In 2006 the 
council altered 
their role and 
took part of the 
remit. ROB 
buckled down 
and got over it. 

The council did it again in 2020 and set up their own glass collection 
round. This time there was such a backlash against what the community 
saw as unfair treatment of their ROB that support blossomed.  

There is no secret to ROB’s success. Staff and workforce work together 
with common sense and respect. No one sits in an office and takes only a 
cursory glance over the day to day running. The big boss, Neil Pike, is 
just as likely to be out in the trucks and sharing the fun as anyone. 

Let no one underestimate the value of what ROB does for the people who 
have learning difficulties and the massive phalanx of people who support 
and make it possible. Caring, commitment, common sense are its 
backbone. Socially, the positive benefits are immeasurable. 

The amount of waste they process and distribute is immense. They are 
also taking on improvements in the physical environment. A new canteen 



is now in place and other things worked for by sponsored walks, bike 
rides and team effort. 

ROB can never be a big industrial force, it would not be right or 
commercially possible. Good business practice keeps it up to date 
and viable. 

It only takes one glance at a photograph of the room with 80 people in 
it for the Christmas festivities – families, volunteers and Uncle Tom 
Cobley and all – relaxed, laughing and fulfilled.  

Thank you to Neil for an excellent evening and presentation, a 
reminder if one were needed, that it is the people who matter. 

Next month sees our monthly meeting – Willow Weaving, and no 
doubt tying ourselves in knots. There will be a demonstration, then 
hopefully one or two people will get a chance to show us what they 
can do. 

On April 4th we are having one of our popular Bingo nights, so get 
ready. These are much enjoyed, and there will be light refreshments 
and a raffle. 

Further details will be available nearer to the time. For booking ring 
Brenda Noble on 870541. 

Laxton WI 

Bingo 

Night 

Come and join us for a fun 

evening 

Friday 4th April, 7 pm 

Laxton Village Hall 

Tickets £8  

including bingo books & refreshments. 

Tickets from: 

Brenda 870541 or Sandra 870624 



We are planning a year of great events for you 
and details are listed below. This year we will 
be celebrating a special event too. 

Sunday April 27th 12.30: 
Friends Sunday Lunch at The West Retford 
Hotel, Retford. We will have a raffle and the first Draw of our 100 Lottery. 

3-course lunch    Price: Adults £27.50    Small   Portion £14 
Contact us for bookings & menu choices.  

 

Sunday May 4th 2-4pm: First Sunday opening of the Mausoleum when 
our volunteers will be available to show you around our historic building. 
Free entry. Open every Sunday from this date until September 28th. Group 
visits are welcome any day of the week, to be agreed beforehand. Please 
contact us for further details. 
 

Saturday June 21st 7pm: Special Anniversary Black Tie Event at the 
Mausoleum with wine and canapes served on the lawn. Our Special Guest 
is international vocalist & pianist, Oliver Harris.  Oliver has won many 
awards at the Edinburgh Festival and internationally too. He has the voice 
for singing the iconic songs of many famous artists. Limited spaces, please 
book as early as possible. This promises to be a sell-out event. Tickets £18.                                 
 

Saturday & Sunday 13th & 14th September: Heritage Weekend at the 
Mausoleum & West Markham Church 

Do you know much about your local or family history? Many interesting 
historical and detailed archives will be on show. Maybe you could add 
more?  More details to follow. 

 
Sat. December 6th at 3pm Carols by Candlelight in the Mausoleum – our 
extremely popular start to the Christmas celebrations. Our entertainment is 
by The Four Players. There will be Mince Pies, Mulled Wine, and a 
Seasonal Raffle.  Come along and join in the fun. Book your place as soon 
as possible as the list is soon full. 

 

For all enquiries: please contact Gill 01777 811358 or Jenny 01777 811219 
or email milton.mausoleum@outlook.com for bookings and any enquiries 

about the above events. 

 

The Milton Mausoleum is cared for by the Churches Conservation Trust 

 Milton Mausoleum, The Avenue, Milton NG22 0PW 

Milton Mausoleum  



Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Corrine Parkes 

Your local weight loss consultant 

121 Diet by Cambridge 
Weight Plan 

 Virtual or face to face 
consultations 

 Special new client discounts 

 Free first consultation 

Contact me today 

07857 187237 
corrine.parkes121diet@gmail.com 

Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 

07849747500 
robpalingboilerservices@ 

yahoo.com 
 Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 

 Oil Boiler installation and 
      commissioning  

 Oil Tank Installation 

 Emergency Call Outs 

 Fully Insured 

 Oftec Registered 

Formerly of Beacon Court, Ollerton 

All pre season service work undertaken 

Free collection and delivery 

Ring Alan for all enquiries 

T:  01623 860343    M:  07594 198646 

Usedgardenmachinery.co.uk 

Mobility Scooter Repair 

Service 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


Dukeries Singers 

The Dukeries Singers celebrate our Choir Journey and Future. 

Reflecting on the past year, The Dukeries Singers have much to 
celebrate. From stunning performances to unforgettable moments, our 
journey has been, nothing short of extraordinary. 

Our recent concerts at Edwinstowe and Ollerton Community Halls were 
a resounding success. The audiences were captivated by our renditions 
of classic and contemporary pieces, with many highlighting our 
performance of ‘A Christmas Blessing’ as a standout moment. The 
energy and passion we brought to the stage were palpable, leaving a 
lasting impression on everyone present.  

We were privileged to sing at several funerals recently, honouring the 
lives of those who had passed. One such occasion was particularly 
poignant, when we sang at the funeral of a long-standing choir member 
Mrs Marilyn Twomey. It was a heartfelt tribute to such a loved member 
of the choir as we sang her favourite Abba songs and our special 
rendition of ‘Hallelujah’, offering our voices in remembrance of her.  

During 2024, we achieved remarkable milestones, our membership has 
grown, and we have welcomed talented new voices that have enriched 
the sound. We are launching our first-ever musical workshop which will 
provide members the opportunity to learn new techniques and bond 
over their shared love of music. 

Looking ahead, we have an exciting plan to develop the choir further: to 
introduce a more diverse repertoire; collaborate with local artists and 
participate in more community events. Our goal is to ensure that every 
member has fun and enjoys the experience of being part of the choir. 

Quotes from members. 

‘’Being part of the choir has been an incredible journey. The 
camaraderie and the joy of singing together has been unmatched’’.  

‘’I joined the choir to improve my singing but found a family. Every 
rehearsal is filled with laughter and learning’’. 

‘’I can’t wait to see what the future holds for us’’.  

As we continue to grow and evolve, we remain committed to the core 
values of excellence, enjoyment, and community. Here’s to another 
year of beautiful music and cherished memories.  

For more information about The Dukeries Singers call John Banbury on 
07759-086132.     



Minutes of Laxton & Moorhouse Parish 

Council Meeting held on 26/11/2024 

Present: Councillors: S.Hill (chair), J.Hill, M.Hennell, S.Rose, 
D.Sheard 
A. Moorhouse; R. Creighton 
     
In attendance at parish council meeting 
C. Wilson (Clerk), S. Michael (district councillor),  
O. Scott (NSDC conservation and planning team) 
Members of the public (x3) 
1. Apologies for absence: Mr Pringle’s apologies were noted.  
2. Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of 

interest, direct or indirect, in any items of business on the agenda.  
3. Dispensations: None required.  
4. 10 Minutes public speaking: Councillors were addressed by a 

representative of Carlton Parish Council. In the course of this 
councillors noted the following in particular: 
a. She had attended the recent JPAG meeting which had discussed 

retaining a consultant and parish council contributions to the 
associated costs. 

b. Her view of the complex issues raised by the proposed project, of 
the consequent need to consider and address planning policies and 
that working together would bring better prospects of success. 

c. The qualified local resident who had offered his services for the 
initial stages at no cost recommended that: 
i. Residents focus on how the impact might be mitigated in their 

locality rather than on whether they supported or opposed the 
overall proposal and 

ii. Highways, watercourse, food production, heritage assets and 
the East Coast mainline implications be considered.  

5. NSDC – Planning and conservation officer presentation and 
Q&A session: The chair welcomed Oliver Scott to the 
meeting and thanked him for his attendance. In relation to the GNR 
solar farm project, Mr Scott explained the following in particular: 

1. NSDC’s role in the Development Consent Order (DCO) process 
2. Although NSDC is the local planning authority and determines 

most applications, it does not determine all applications, such as 
waste and national infrastructure projects (NIPs).  In national 
infrastructure projects, NSDC is a consultee only and not a 
decision maker. 

3. It is clear from the early days of this government that increasing 
the UK’s renewable energy capacity is of national importance. 

4. Any solar farm project generating more than 49 megawatts is 
deemed to be a national infrastructure project. The current 
proposal will generate 800 megawatts so constitutes a national 
infrastructure project. It will cover a huge area of land 

5. In terms of the weight attached to NSDC as a statutory 



consultee, it is regarded as an expert consultee. 
6. The proposed development of the A46 at Newark is an example of 

a current DCO process in the local area and an illustrative 
example of the process and consultation in operation. The One 
Earth scheme is also the basis of a current DCO process. 

7. NSDC has not yet formed a view on the GNR solar farm proposal 
8. He encouraged everyone to make representations to NSDC who 

would, in time, be seeking parish council views. 
9. The core areas on which he advised local residents to focus were 

the specific landscape impacts for their locality including listed 
buildings, loss of productive agricultural land and highways with 
concerns and objections based on local knowledge rather than 
more generally. 

10. Update reports were being submitted to the Planning Committee 
in relation to the GNR and One Earth DCOs at the next meeting 
on 5 December 2024. 

11. Parish meetings should also be consulted by NSDC as well as 
parish councils. 

12. It was clear that the project would have a significant impact on 
the local community and landscape. 

13. In deciding upon its response to the consultation, the Planning 
Committee will take account of its professional officers’ appraisal 
which will be supplemented by local views. 

14.  Any DCO will invariably involve hundreds of reports often over a 
hundred pages long with many relating to highly technical 
content. 

15.  Although the process is for the Planning Inspector to produce a 
written report, the decision is for the Secretary of State to make. 

16.  Any consultant report will take account of material 
considerations. These would include impact on a landscape view. 
They would not include any right to a view or impact on property 
prices or other immaterial considerations. 

17. Those who live in a locality already have this local landscape 
knowledge and knowledge in relation to the core areas referred to 
at sub paragraph 8 above without a consultant report. It is the 
residents who know the locality and understand the specific 
impacts in that locality. 

18. The Planning Inspector will be looking at how the applicant has 
responded to the material considerations raised. 

19. Mr Scott would be happy to provide links to online resources to 
support residents to identify and raise their local material 
considerations themselves. He will forward these to the clerk who 
will share them on the website and Facebook page. 

20. He urged residents to look at the A46 documentation available on 
line as an example of the process and material considerations. 

21. The Government also intends to consult on new national 
development policies which has potential implications for the local 
plan. 



22. NSDC will take all views it receives into account. 
23. Stage 1 of the process is consultation and mitigation. In this 

respect, residents were recommended to look at the specifics of 
the plans such as the fields or particular part of the landscape on 
which the development would have most impact and what could 
be done to mitigate that impact, including the removal of 
particular fields from the proposal. 

24. Stage 2 is the objection/approval stage. 
25. Listed status is important in the process. In terms of specific 

parts of the landscape, Moorhouse Church is a grade II listed 
chapel meaning that it is a very special building. 

26.  Land around conservation areas is not specifically protected. 
27.  Residents might consider the impact Moorhouse’s proximity to 

Laxton might have on the overall parish setting 
28.  NSDC is working with NCC to produce a definitive map of solar 

panel locations. 

The following were also raised during Mr Scott’s presentation: 

a. The tension between national energy security and national food 
security. 

b. The existing power station and energy infrastructure which already 
exists in the area. 

 

In relation to A46 improvements, Mr Scott confirmed that funding 
had not been withdrawn. 

He was also asked about Laxton as a conservation area and its 
protections in a context where there were a lot of empty farms and 
a parliamentary undertaking. Concern was expressed that these 
empty farms might be developed in a way which does not support 
working farms undermining the open field system. Mr Scott referred 
to the following in particular: 

i. Conservation area status controls matters such as demolition 
and trees and is a significant factor in any planning application. 
It carries great weight in the decision-making process and the 
planning authority must pay “special attention” as a result. 

ii. A conservation area is not a tool to refuse applications. The 
designation exists to manage the impact of applications. 

iii. Laxton is significant because of the relationship between its 
buildings and the open fields but the conservation area 
designation is not concerned with land ownership, civil or legal 
matters  

iv. The parliamentary undertaking is a civil matter. That said, that 
does not mean that is of no importance to members. Both they 
and NSDC officers understand the relationship and are open to 
discussion surrounding the unique qualities of Laxton and the 
open fields. NSDC has previously put ideas to the Estate. 

The meeting noted the concern expressed at the risk of an 
incremental chipping away at the fundamental structure of the open 
field system. 



Mr Scott explained that a parish plan is the same as a neighbourhood 
plan and that such plans are not tools for stopping development. 

He also confirmed that the open field strips themselves are not 
protected by the conservation area status. However, the importance 
of the designation lies in its status as a significant consideration in 
any planning application. 

The chair thanked Mr Scott for his attendance and information 
provided. Mr Scott left the meeting at 9 pm.  

6. Thoresby Estate report (if any): No report. 
7. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24 

September 2024: The minutes of the parish council 
meeting held on 24 September 2024 were agreed as a true record 
and signed by the chair.   

8. Matters arising:  There were no matters arising.  
9. Reports from district and county councillors: Mr Pringle 

was absent. 
 

In her report, Mrs Michael referred to the following in particular: 
1) A number of senior planners will be leaving NSDC before the end 

of the year 
2) 200 Afghan military supporters are to be housed in the district 
3) 50 asylum seekers are to be rehoused in the district 
4) NSDC is under a requirement to rehouse offenders on release 

from prison 
The glass recycling collection scheme is up and running.  

10. Reports from councillors: There were no reports.  
11. 2025 meeting schedule: Councillors approved the 2025 

meeting dates and a new start time of 7.00 pm for the January 
2025 meeting onwards.  

12. Property matters including sports field, condition report 
and Glebe Field matters (if any): The clerk had contacted 
the Estate to explore the possibility of a smaller contribution. In 
response the Estate had suggested that the council make an 
application for funding to the Thoresby Charitable Trust. The 
application had been made and a decision was awaited.  

13. Planning matters:  
a. Applications: 24/01887/CPRIOR|Application to 

determine if prior approval is required for change of use 
of existing steel portal framed agricultural building to 
storage unit, under Schedule 2, Part 3 Class R: : 
Councillors considered the application and agreed that the 
issues were for NSDC to  determine. 

b. To note planning decisions by NSDC:  
i. 24/01535/LDCP – School Farm, High Street, Laxton, 

NG22 0NX – Certificate of lawful development issued – 
Decision noted. 

ii. 24/00690/FUL – Excavate ground and remove concrete 
and earth to lower ground to original level – Steps farm, 
Main Street, Laxton, NG22 0NU – Approval noted. 

c. Great North Road Solar Park – Update and consider 
contribution to planning consultant report to be 



commissioned by the local Joint Parish Council Action 
Group (JPAG): Councillors discussed the JPAG’s minutes and 
emails, NALC advice and council financial summary which had 
been previously circulated. They noted: 
1) The limited funds available to the parish council  
2) NALC’s advice that, since councillors were not decision makers 

in the application process, issues of pre-judgment did not 
arise 

3) NALC’s advice that the council was permitted to crowd fund 
4) The information received from Mr Scott above 
5) That Moorhouse has a group looking at the issues for 

Moorhouse 
6) The Moorhouse resident leading that group was happy to liaise 

with the local resident specialist who had volunteered his 
services to JPAG as referred to at item LMPC/134/24 above 
(10 minutes public speaking). 

Councillors agreed that residents’ views on specific impacts 
should be sought using the website and Facebook and passed on 
to the volunteer specialist. The chair will liaise with the specialist. 
Councillors also agreed that they should have the opportunity to 
read and review the contents of the volunteer specialist’s report 
as it relates to the parish before it is submitted. 
Compliance: Councillors reviewed the position in relation 
to the fence at Croftways, noting the planning implications in 
relation to height. The clerk was asked to raise the matter with 
NSDC. 
Concerns were also raised regarding a static van located on 
Weston Road at Moorhouse. It was noted that this was believed 
to be a site where residential planning permission had previously 
been refused. The chair will send photos to the clerk who will 
then raise the matter with NSDC. 

14. Defibrillator:  
a. Inspection report:  Pad expiry and battery use by dates 

to be confirmed. Mrs Michael left the meeting at 9.30 pm 
b. Replacement defibrillator and funding: Deferred to 

January 2025. 
c. Provision of first aid kit: Deferred to January 2025. The 

clerk will circulate information regarding the first aid training.  
15. Flood resilience working party – Report and any associated 

decisions: Mr Sheard reported that he had been in touch w ith 
Mr Marshall of NCC flood management team. NCC did not regard the 
parish as high priority but a member of the team would look into a 
natural flood management report. The working party has plans which 
it had been suggested might usefully be brought to the Court Leet. 
The Internal Drainage Board had also stated that the locality was not 
a priority area.  

16. Christmas event 2024 – Parish council Christmas event group 
– Consider and approve: 
a. Final plans for the event: Councillors noted that the room 

and band had been booked, the plans for the tree to be erected 
and catering arrangements. Having considered the up to date 
plans, councillors approved the arrangements.   



b. Risk assessment approval: The risk assessment had 
been circulated and was approved.  

17. Parish environment and appearance, including: 
a. Mowing of verges: Not required as an agenda item. 

Remove. 
b. Parish roads and pavements: The clerk w ill contact the 

NCC officer dealing with the matter with regard to the 
pavement surface between Bottom Farm and Moorgate Farm.   
Councillors noted that a concern had been raised regarding a 
shrub between the pub and the Bar which restricted visibility 
when in leaf. Councillors will inspect the issue when the hedge 
is in leaf. 

c. WWI and WWII remembrance memorial on the Green: 
Deferred to January 2025. 

d. Parish environment enhancement in recognition of 
previous serving parish council members: The chair w ill 
circulate a photo of the proposed location for the proposed 
bench.  

18. Financial matters: 
a. Financial position as at 31 October 2024: Councillors 

considered and noted the clerk’s report showing the precise 
financial position at 31 October 2024 (incorporating the 2024-
25 budget figures) which the chair cross referred to the bank 
statements. 

b. Accounts for payment: Councillors unanimously 
approved ten payments totalling £487.92. Councillors 
noted that the signatories issue continued. 

c. Open Field donation: Councillors discussed a donation 
and agreed that a donation in the sum of £80 should be made 
to be paid in January 2025 as part of that month’s accounts 
for payment. 

d. Appointment of internal auditor: Councillors agreed that 
Halam parish clerk should be asked whether she would be 
prepared to undertake the role for a further year. 

e. Review system of internal control: Councillors discussed 
the operation of the system of internal control and agreed that 
it was adequate for the size and needs of the council and 
continued to operate effectively, subject to the appointment of 
an internal auditor which was in hand. 

f. Consider need for interim internal audit: The clerk 
advised councillors as to the on-going nature of the internal 
audit process. Councillors considered their financial affairs for 
the financial year to date. They decided that an interim 
internal audit would be disproportionate and was not justified.  

19. Service faults: Mr J Hill w ill provide the clerk w ith details of 
a lamp which is not working properly.  

20. Correspondence: All items of correspondence noted 
including the Aquasacs offer from NSDC.  

21. 5 minutes public speaking time: A member of the public 
referred to first aid training.  

22. Agenda items for next meeting: See above. 
23. Date of next meeting: 7.00 pm Tuesday 28 January 2025 at the 



 

“FEET FIRST” 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 

supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 

burners & liners. Certificate 
issued. 

 
No Mess & fully insured 

Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

 

 

 

Sandra Clarke collects used 

stamps to help this horse 

rescue and welfare 

organisation at Saxilby. 

You can help by passing 

used stamps to her, to 

Jean in Laxton or Joy in 

Egmanton. Thank you. 



 

In an increasingly digital world it can be difficult to know if you are 
doing the right thing when it comes to purchasing through the 
internet. Below we have put together some information on staying 
safe online. 

Check the signs of fake online shops 

You can search for a company's details on GOV.UK. This will tell you 
if they're a registered company or not. If you’re buying something on 
a site you haven't used before, spend a few minutes checking it – 
start by finding its terms and conditions. The company’s address 
should have a street name, not just a post office box. 

Check to see what people have said about the company. It’s worth 
looking for reviews on different websites – don’t rely on reviews the 
company has put on its own website. 

Also, don’t rely on seeing a padlock in the address bar of your 
browser - this doesn’t guarantee you’re buying from a real company. 

Don’t click on or download anything you don’t trust 

You may get an email from a company with a strange email address. 
Clicking on this could infect your computer with a virus. Make sure 
your antivirus software is up to date to give you more protection. 

Be careful about giving personal information away 

Some scammers try to get your personal information – for example, 
the name of your primary school or your National Insurance number. 
They can use this information to hack your accounts. If you come 
across sites that ask for this type of information without an obvious 
reason, check they’re legitimate. 

Make your online accounts secure 

Make sure you have a strong password for your email accounts that 
you don't use anywhere else. If you’re worried about remembering 
lots of different passwords, you can use a password manager. 

Some websites let you add a second step when you log in to your 
account – this is known as ‘two-factor authentication’. This makes it 
harder for scammers to access your accounts. 

Find out how to set up two-factor authentication across services like 
Gmail, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Outlook and iTunes on the on the 
National Cyber Security Centre website. 

Citizens Advice offers advice 
on staying safe online. 



Pay by debit or credit card 

Pay by card to get extra protection if things go wrong. Read our 
advice on getting your money back after you’ve been scammed. 

Know how your bank operates 

Check your bank’s website to see how your bank will and won’t 
communicate with you. For example, find out what type of security 
questions they’ll ask if they phone you. 

If you would like any further help or assistance on any of the 
information provided in this article you can call us or visit us in 
person, on the details below.  

 

In person 

Ollerton office Mon/Weds 9.30 - 2.30, 5 Forest Court, NG22 9PL 

Newark office Tues/Thurs 9.30 - 2.30, Castle House NG24 1BY  

We also have a number of outreaches throughout the local area 
which may be closer to home - to access the dates and times check 
online at our website or call us on the below number. 

Phone our office on 01623 861769  (you may be offered a call back) 
Website www.ca-centralnotts.org.uk 

Email admin@ca-centralnotts.org.uk 

Another month is complete for Young Farmers. We 
started off the month roller skating at Rocking Roller 
World in Doncaster where members spent the evening skating 
around the rink. The following week we did a ‘Curve’ Young Farmers 
training module, “Dream Team”, run by Jess, one of our members. 
Everyone learned how important it is that we work together as a 
team. On the 1st of February we had an evening of bingo, which was 
a family fun night and fundraiser. Thank you to everyone who went or 
who made donations, we managed to raise £972. All the money 
raised went to the Farming Community Network (FCN) or to support 
our club (Tuxford YFC). On the 5th of February the club went for a 
game of bowling at Newark Superbowl. Well done to the members 
who won. Last week we had a cake decorating evening run by Lisa 
and Jenny where everyone decorated 2 home-made cupcakes and 
learnt how to make roses out of moulding icing. Hope you all had a 
lovely month!             Amelia 

Tuxford Young Farmers 





Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details. 

 Yoga – with Karen Baker Mondays, 7pm - 8.15pm.  
Email karenbaker321@outlook.com mobile 07399 669380   

 Pilates - Thursdays from 5:30pm  - 6.30pm with Holly Rye.  
Contact 07415436001  Email holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk  

 Egmanton WI -  Third Thursdays in the Hall 

 Coffee Morning: The second Saturday of the month from 10 - 12 . 
Next will be March 8th. All welcome.  

 Wine Tasting Evening with Supper: Friday April 25th Book on web 

All events appear on the web site - see above 

  Egmanton Village Hall 

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk  / 01777 871171 

Laxton Defibrillator 

The defibrillator in the Visitor Centre, is always accessible as neither the 
Visitor Centre door nor the cabinet housing is locked.  Please do 
remember that the defibrillator must only be used once authorised by a 
call to 999.                                                                    Michael Manning 

Booking Laxton Village Hall  

 

The Hall is available for anyone to book and bookings are taken 
through the web site. Please visit: 

https://www.laxtonvh.org.uk/  

A reminder about the pothole reporting contact 
details are: 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/potholes/ 
report-a-pothole 

Or ring Customer Services on 0300 500 8080 

Reporting Potholes 

mailto:karenbaker321@outlook.com
mailto:holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk


Useful Contact Details 
 

Defibrillator Contacts: 

Neil Randall  01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends 

Mark Hennell   07812 908316, evenings 

Stuart Rose   07939 228353, as required 

Jeanette Geldard  07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,  

    evenings / weekends 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required 

 

Police 

Sgt 2949 Christian Hurley, Sherwood Neighbourhood Policing Team, 
     Ollerton Police Station 

PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673 

 Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

PC2548 Deborah Bakin supported by 
PCSO 8524 Richard Dunn at Southwell    07595 074292 

  

Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  

Danger to life or crime in progress     999 

Otherwise police switchboard     101 

Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)  0800 555111 
 

Medical 

Tuxford Medical Centre     01777 870203 

Sutton-on-Trent Surgery     01636 821023 

Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice  01623 703266 

Newark Hospital       01636 681681 

Bassetlaw Hospital      01909 500990 

King’s Mill Hospital      01623 622515 

Cardiac Arrest?  Say “Alexa Activate Emergency CPR” to an Alexa device  
 

Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)   01777 870381 

MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk  01636 612 837  

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk    0115 977 5661 

Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk 



 


