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To mow or not to mow? 

Something rather surprised me about my lawn this year.  Wild violets 
had somehow found their way into the grass and were quietly 
peeping out.  Iôm not sure Iôve ever seen wild violets and I rather liked 
them and wanted to leave them to it, and quite apart from that Iôm not 
a lover of gardening and didnôt need much excuse not to mow the 
lawn.   

And then my usual conflicts about gardening kicked in and I was out 
there with the mower and pretty soon there were no more wild violets 
but there was short grass.  Yet which was the most beautiful ï my 
efforts to tame nature to an idea of tidiness or nature left to itself?  
Given Iôm not expecting the violets to return I suspect it was better 
before, I just wish I could have had both. 

As I write, we are still in the season of Easter, and this reminds me of 
Jesusô words in the days before he was killed:  ñI am the vine, and 
you are the branches, and God the gardener prunes those branches 
that bear fruit so they can bear more fruitò.  The idea is that the best 
parts of us become so much better if God gets his hands on us, and 
he kindly removes the rough and dead bits to make room for better.   

Yet if a vine could speak Iôm not persuaded it would thank the 
gardener for pruning it ï it takes a lot of time and effort to grow ï and 
I find itôs much the same with us.  The tough bits in life are often the 
times we are pruned ready for something new, and in the hands of a 
decent gardener the best of us really can become better.  The point 
being that if God were my gardener, heôd find a way for me to have 
tidy grass and loads of violets. 

All the best 

Revd Philip 

Letter From Revd Philip  

Laxton Garden F°te Update 
Traditionally the F°te is held in the grounds of the Old Vicarage, and 
we were hoping to do so this year. Unfortunately with works still 
continuing there we have had to find another venue and we are 
grateful to Mike Jackson, who has very kindly said we can once again 
use his barn at Crosshill Farm. 
We will hopefully be able to set everything up in the sunshine outside 
the top barn, but just in case we should need to shelter from the rays, 
we can move into the barn. We look forward to seeing villagers and 
friends there. There is access to drop off, but please park in the street. 



 

 

Sympathy - Bert Shepherd  

We were sorry to hear that Bert Shepherd had died on Friday May 5th 
at the age of 86. He had been a great help with doing jobs in church for 
us until he suffered a stroke. He helped to make the new door in the 
Mothersô Union Chapel on the north side, made the shelves in the 
windows and made our noticeboard. 
Our sympathy goes to his wife, Pat, son Chris and families. 

Get Well Soon  

We are sorry to hear that Pat Shepherd has been unwell in addition to 
suffering the loss of her husband, Bert. We all send our very best 
wishes at a difficult time. 
 

Bill Haigh has had another spell in hospital and his wife, Pat, has 
broken her wrist. We are thinking of them and send very best wishes. 
We hope Patôs wrist mends quickly and well. 
 

We are also sorry to hear, just as ó�2�S�H�Q���)�L�H�O�G�·��is going to print, that 
Alan Tunnard has not been well. We wish him well and hope to hear 
better news of him soon. 

I am so relieved that the weather has warmed up, or at least it has as I 
write. People don't buy plants when it is just above freezing. The 
plants much prefer basking in warmth rather than cowering from a 
wind from the north. 
Currently there are herbaceous plants, plenty of tomato plants, six 
varieties to suit all tastes, strawberries in flower, bedding plants can 
now make an appearance and the cucumber, courgette, beans, kale, 

various herbs, hanging 
baskets and pots are all 
ready. 

The money raised will 
be going to the Blood 
Bikes charity - see 
opposite.  
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