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We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say.  

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.  

www.openfield.org.uk  

Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 14th JULY PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can send in 

your contributions at any time. 



Lammas Day  

As we have said before, Lammas is 
one of the old traditional services and 
we celebrate it every year at Laxton. 

This year we are having a special 
service for Lammas Day, when our 
preacher will be our Rural Dean, Rev 
Sarah Pattern. This will be a Group 
service for the Rural Dean to meet 

the people of our Group and speak to us about the future of our 
churches. Please try and come along. 

We usually have bacon cobs after the service at Lammas and this 
year will be no different.. If you could let me know if you are coming 
(870541), it will help with the numbers for catering. 
Thank you          Brenda. 

A Message from our Churchwarden  

Friday July 18th  

It will soon be our church 
garden f°te on Friday 18th July 
and we would kindly appreciate 
any donations of items for the 
stalls such as cakes, raffle, 
tombola and any other offer of 
help. 

Please get in touch with Jean 
at Blacksmithôs Cottage, High 

Street or 870276 with your donations or offers if you can help in 
any way. 

Do try to come along. All money raised goes to supporting the church. 

Thank you 

Brenda. 

Laxton Garden Fête  



Congratulations - Marriage  

Congratulations to Richard and Helen Pick of High Street, Laxton, 
who were married on 8th June. We wish them every happiness. 

We are delighted to wish Margaret Noble a very 

happy 91st birthday in June. We hope she enjoys 

her special day and send congratulations. 

We suggested last year that Margaret is now the village resident who 

has lived in Laxton the longest, and in the absence of any comment 

on that, we feel that she does indeed hold this title. Wishing you many 

more happy years here, Margaret. 

Congratulations  

Sympathy - Dr Vic Rampton  

We were sorry to hear that Dr Vic Rampton has died peacefully at his 
home in Beckingham on 27th of May aged 89. For those of you who 
remember him he was the husband of the Reverend Valerie 
Rampton who was our Vicar for several years. Vic was a reader in 
our group of churches and helped with our church choir. His funeral 
was held on 20th June at Beckingham Church. 

We were also sorry to hear that Frank Ward of Ossington had 
passed away on 15th May at the age of 86. 

Frank farmed at Ossington for many years. He leaves his wife 
Dorothy and sons Alan and Brian. He had a long connections with 
Laxton as he played cricket for Laxton in the Bassetlaw league for 
several years. 

His funeral was held at Laxton before burial at Ossington, where 
the church is still closed awaiting repair of the smoke damage. 

Sympathy - Frank Ward of Ossington  



Welcome to People New to the Village  

We are pleased to welcome: 

§ The new people at Ide Farm. They moved in in April, but we 
have not been able to contact them for permission to publish 
their names. 

§ Jamie and Chloe Hennell with children Isla, Logan and Dolcie, 
who moved into Timothy Road in May. 

Get Well Soon  

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Margaret (Ilott) Saxilby who has 
unfortunately had a fall and broken her hip. After an operation we 
understand she is on the way to recovery. We are sure this is not how 
she would have chosen to spend her 95th birthday, but we send 
congratulations and hope she has a good day. 

We are sorry to hear that neither our churchwarden and WI President, 
Brenda Noble nor her husband George have been very well 
recently. We wish them all the best and hope that both are feeling 
much better very soon. We will all be thinking of them. 

Special thanks to Brenda for managing a substantial contribution to 
Open Field this month despite feeling under the weather. 

We are very pleased to welcome our new village publicans at The 
Dovecote, Toni & Dave Birch and Jess. Toni and Dave have taken 
over the tenancy and are planning to move into the premises to 
live. They have brought in Jess, a manager with whom they have 
worked before, to deal with the day to day running. 
They are very keen to introduce themselves to the village with an 
article about themselves and their plans, but with the opening 
under their management falling so very close to Fatherôs Day and 
our copy date, we have agreed to include something from them 
next month and look forward to hearing what they have to say. 

Meanwhile, the pub will be open for business and they look forward 
to welcoming everyone in the meantime.  

New Publicans at the Dovecote  



Our Laxton Alive Projects are working well: - 

ñChop & Chatò 

We have applied for another grant via NSDC, which 
will hopefully pay for the next season of Chop & Chat. 
Still no update! 

We are having a break over the summer, with a plan to resume again in 
October.  

ñChop & Chatò on tour, started with a trip to Maxeyôs farm shop near 
Kirklington, on Monday 2nd June. More details are in the separate article  

 

The ñPilatesò class is being supported well, and is now being run by 
Rachel, our experienced fitness teacher. Rachel is asking for 4-week block 
bookings up front to keep things manageable, priced at Ã24. Please contact 
Helen Sheard - there are a few spaces left. Laxton Village Hall, Thursday 
evenings 18:30 to 19:30. 

Other news 

Laxton Village Hall has signed up as a good cause in the Newark & 
Sherwood Community Lottery. You can all sign up and support the village 
hall starting at Ã1 per week. You have a chance to win the lottery. For each 
ticket sold, our good cause gets 60p.  

To find out more information, you can follow the QR code, or 
the link below. Itôs a great way to support your village hall. 

https://www.newarkandsherwoodlottery.co.uk/
referral/1499120727/192397949?utm_source=manual 

We hope to hold a disco in September, no more details 
yet. 

Can you spare some time to help with the running of the Village Hall? We 
are looking for some additional folks to join us as trustees. The role is not 
too onerous, and of course ñmany hands, make light workò. Contact one of 
the trustees for more information. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support, it helps us in our goal as 
trustees ñManaging and maintaining Laxton Village Hall for the benefit of 
the community of Laxton, Nottinghamshire and the surrounding villagesò. 

Many thanks,              Dave  

Village Hall News  

https://www.newarkandsherwoodlottery.co.uk/referral/1499120727/192397949?utm_source=manual
https://www.newarkandsherwoodlottery.co.uk/referral/1499120727/192397949?utm_source=manual


Michael Ducksbury Memorial Road Run  

A popular local event with both 

spectators and participants is 

the Michael Ducksbury 

Memorial Vintage Tractor 

Road Run. 

This annual event is held in 

memory of Michael Ducksbury 

of Tuxford and supports 

Weston Park Hospitalôs cancer 

ward at Sheffield, where Michael was treated. The event is organised 

by his family who are invariably represented among the drivers. 

Villagers from Laxton, Egmanton and the surrounding area take part 

and it is not unknown for there to be over 100 tractors in the convoy. 

They set off from Tuxford at 10am following a circular route. 

Because of the proximity of the villages, it is common for the route to 

run through Laxton and Egmanton in one direction or the other, so 

there is often an opportunity for villagers to come out to support them 

as they drive through. There is usually someone on at least one of the 

vehicles or their passenger trailers who is in phone contact, so it is a 

good idea to look out for people coming out to stand at the roadside. 

In 2025 it will take place on Sunday 6th July.  

Thank you from George and Brenda  

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who sent cards, 

flowers and gifts to George and I on the occasion of our diamond 

wedding anniversary (60 years) and to Paula for the lovely flowers, 

cake and food, which was a surprise.  

A big thank you also to those who called to wish us a special day. 

Thank you again  

George and Brenda Noble 



We have received a request from an internet reader in Australia, 
looking for information about family members who lived in Laxton: 

Please accept my apologies as I have already asked for some info 
around 4-5 years ago and some lovely members of your community 
were able to help me, but since then I have lost the contact details due 
to changing email addresses and also moving house. 
A lovely lady emailed me to say she lives in the house that my 
ancestors lived in and said I could visit when i next come over. (I live in 
Australia now.) I was also posted a copy of a booklet that my maternal 
grandfather Moses Lacey was in, but again I have lost this in my house 
move. 
Moses was a gardener and that's pretty much all I know, except for he 
married Ann Beck and one of their children was William Lacey (my 
Grandmaôs dad). 
I've started researching the family tree again to try and find out more 
but wondered if anyone has any more information on this side of the 
family for me. 
I'll be visiting next April and would love to visit all the places that mean 
something to my family. 
Thanks so much 
Nichola Morgan 

My email address is: nicholajm16@gmail.com 

Family History Enquiry  

The Church F°te is being held once again in the garden at 

Blacksmithôs Farm. Jean and Roy are hosting everyone and in 

addition to hoping that the weather does not suddenly produce a 

downpour as it seems to have a habit of doing, they would be very 

grateful for any of the following: 

* Raffle and Tombola Prizes 

* Cakes for the Cake stall 

* Plants, books etc. 

* Offers of help  

Please drop your contributions off at Blacksmithôs Cottage or call Jean 

on 870276.             Thank you 

Church F °te Contributions Needed  



New Copy Date for August Edition 
Last year we were regrettably unable to bring you your summer 
magazines on time because the school where Open Field is 
printed were on their long summer holiday. 

We are trying our best to ensure that this year things go more 
smoothly. To ensure it is printed before the holidays,  the copy 
date for the August issue will be mid day on 14th July. 
We must submit the magazine for printing on 16th July. It needs 
to be designed and proof read before then. The earlier you can 
let us have your material, the better. We will be unable to include 
anything that arrives after 14th July at mid day. 

The September edition cannot be printed before the first week of 
September once the school has gone back, so please let us 
have anything for early September in time to be printed in 
the August edition. We will be able to be a little bit flexible 
with the copy date for that edition if you let us know and book 
your space.  

Thank you in advance for your help and understanding. 

Jean, Joy and the Open Field Team 



Chop & Chat on Tour 1  

The first stop on the 
Chop & Chat Summer 
Tour was a visit to 
Maxeyôs Farm Shop and 
Caf® for morning coffee. 
The plan to make use of 
the óOn Demandô bus 
service so that we could 
all travel together 
unfortunately failed. 

It turned out that a group 
booking was not 
possible - we all needed 
to book independently. 

It takes more than a minor obstacle to stop Laxton folk, and fifteen 
members from our usual group turned up to enjoy a very pleasant 
couple of hours. Maxey's did us proud. Their service, customer care 
and sweet treats were excellent. Thank you! 

We were given a nice 
table at one end of the 
room and the staff were 
very friendly and helpful. 
They didnôt bother us nor 
did they suggest that, 
with lunch time 
approaching, we might 
start to make a move. 

It all served to prove that 
even with out the usual 
chopping in advance of 
the meal, there was still 

plenty of chat and everyone enjoyed a good get together. If you or 
one of your friends or relatives would care to join us in the future, 
please keep an eye out in Open Field or on Facebook for further 
details. You are guaranteed a warm welcome. 

It being "National Volunteer Week", we were visited by 
representatives of Newark & Sherwood DC who gave the group a 
thank you card and small gift. 



This was particularly apt as so many 
individuals around the table, have in 
the past or currently support Laxton 
Village in its upkeep or are active 
members/coordinators of its societies 
e.g. Parish Council,  Parish Church, 
Village Hall, WI, History Group, the 
Community Coffee Morning, sports 
teams and Sports Field Committee. 
Well done everyone. Your 
contributions ensure our village is a 
vibrant and community focused place to live. 

In July the dates donôt work out quite so conveniently and it was 
decided to make the next stop on the tour a combined one with the 
History Group, who had already made a booking to go to the 
Horological Museum at Upton Hall. This will take place on Wednesday 
16th July. The group will be taking a guided tour at 10.30am and we 
will be meeting up there shortly before. 

Anyone will be very welcome to join in this trip. You donôt need to have 
attended either group before. The Horological Museum is being sold, 
so this could be a good opportunity to make a final visit there before it 
closes. The cost of the tour of the Museum is Ã100, to be divided 
among those attending, so around Ã5 per person. Everyone will select 
their own lunch and settle their own bill at Maxeyôs. 

If you would like to join the group for either the tour or the lunch or 
both, please give your name to Helen Sheard on 07905 161392. 

August: There will be no Chop & Chat on the first Monday of the 
month. Instead the History Group will be having afternoon tea in the 
garden at Orchard View on Wednesday 20th August. Again, you are 
most welcome to join in. 

Coffee Morning Corner  
2nd Saturdays Egmanton Village Hall  10 - 12  July 12th 

 

3rd Saturdays  Laxton Village Hall,    10:00 - 12:00 July 19th 

 

4th Saturdays  Ossington Hut,   11 - 1  July 25th 



HILLCREST: Gardening Centre  

Everything for your garden:  

Open from 9am, closed Tues & Weds  

(for more details see web site)  

Tel: 07576 140 107  
 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com  

We are at the top of Laxton Hill, Egmanton  

r Fertiliser  

r Compost  

r Seeds & bulbs  

r Shrubs & trees  

r Bedding plants  

r Hanging baskets  

r Giftware  

r Fruit & Veg  

HILLCREST: Equestrian Services  

R Full livery 

R Breaking 

R School livery 

R Rehab stabling 

R Holiday livery 

R Selling livery 

R Riding lessons 

R Secure 

R CCTV 

R BHS Regd. 

R Qualified instructor 

R Fully insured 

Please phone or see web site  

for further information  

Tel: 07359 141 051  

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com  



Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating a birthday, 

anniversary or other special event 

this month. We wish you all a 

wonderful day and a happy and 

healthy year to come.  

The birthday roll of honour for this 

month is: Margaret Noble (91), 

Stephen Noble, Poppy Noble, 

Doreen Hayes, Amanda Hennell, 

Simon Hill, Sarah Hill, Andrew 

Godson, Roy Haynes, Elisa Mills, 

Margaret Saxilby (95).  

The anniversary roll call for July 

is: Lee & Paula Doyle, Ian & 

Rebecca Creighton, Mike & Cath 

Manning, Steve & Lynda Moore 

and Roy & Ann Haynes  

We are pleased to congratulate 

anyone else celebrating a special 

event this month.  

 Brenda  

JuLY congratulations  



Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 
07849747500 

robpalingboilerservices@ 
yahoo.com 

¶ Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 

¶ Oil Boiler installation and 
      commissioning  

¶ Oil Tank Installation 

¶ Emergency Call Outs 

¶ Fully Insured 

¶ Oftec Registered 

 

 

Sandra Clarke collects 

used stamps to help this 

horse rescue and welfare 

organisation at Saxilby. 

You can help by passing 

used stamps to her, to 

Jean in Laxton or Joy in 

Egmanton. Thank you.  

VINCE DODD 

SERVICE & MOT  

Sutton -on-Trent   

MOT Testing   

 01636 821200   

Ú Servicing  

Ú Tyres   

Ú Repairs  

Ú Air Con   

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

¶ Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

¶ Oil tank installation & pipework 

¶ Bathroom installation 

¶ Sealed hot water systems 

¶ Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com  

Tel: 07854 069529    
hC¢9/ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 

mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


The Longest Yarn 2 - Britain at War  

Southwell Minster has announced that, in the 
wake of the success of The Longest Yarn in 
September 2024, it has been chosen to host 
the follow-up exhibition, óThe Longest Yarn 2: 
Britain at Warô 

This is a study in 80 1m long knitted panels  on 
what is was like in Britain between September 
3rd 1939 to VE Day on 8th May 1945é 
Accompanying this will be óThe Gangô - life-size 
representatives of all the services that saved 
Britain in the hour of need - from a Land Girl to a Spitfire Pilot. 

This new exhibition will run from 3rd to 27th September 2025. 
Timed tickets can now be booked on line. They are free, but you 
should reserve your spot. The easiest way to get them is to Google the 
name of the exhibition and follow the link to the Eventbrite page. This 
should overcome the queueing issues at the previous event.  

Please note there will be a small number of tickets set aside each day 
for walk-ups, but when they're gone they're gone, so it is highly 
recommended to book your ticket to guarantee entry. A maximum of 6 
tickets can be reserved per booking. You are politely requested to only 
book what you need, as the number of tickets is limited . 

Helen 

Laxton Village Hall  10:30am - 12:30 

(3rd Saturday in the month - 19th July ) 

Laxton & Moorhouse 

Community Coffee Morning  

All are welcome for coffee and cakes 

18th October     20th September 

November (LHG Craft Fayre) 13th / 20th December  



The May meeting of the Group welcomed Denis Hill, 
who had come to talk about óLord Byron of Newstead 
Abbeyô. 

Hearing the name of our Hon. President, Prof. John Beckett, mentioned 
at the beginning of the meeting, Denis said that he had studied for his 
masters under John and that he had also worked as a volunteer at 
Newstead Abbey in the 1980s 

Summarising Byronôs early years, 
Denis told us that he was born in 
London on 22nd January 1788. He 
had a club foot and would limp for 
the rest of his life. In 1798 on the 
death of his Great Uncle, he 
inherited the title and the estates, 
which sounded wonderful until he 
explained that the uncle, had 
deliberately ruined them. As a result, 
Byron moved with his mother to 

Burgage House in Southwell. 

Byron attended Harrow School 
and Trinity College, Cambridge, 
gaining a Masters degree in 
English. He spoke 7 languages, 
including fluent Greek. Whilst at 
University he became infatuated 
with Mary Ann Chaworth, his 
second cousin, but she rejected 
him, thus inspiring some of his 
first poetry. 

After university he spent 2 years 
on a Grand Tour of Europe. His 
mother died on the day of his return, but he refused to go to her funeral 
as she had let his pet bear die whilst he was away. 

He set about repairing as much as possible at Newstead Abbey, using 
the rent paid by tenant farmers to fund it. He was known for throwing 
parties that lasted several weeks. Guests would party all night, sleep 
until lunch time, go hunting, and then back to partying all night. Guests 
were expected to join in the sports which Byron so enjoyed, boxing, 
cricket, shooting, riding, sword fighting and swimming. 

Laxton History Group  


