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Priest in Charge Vacant

Churchwardens LAXTON Mrs Brenda Noble 01777 870541
MOORHOUSE Mr Simon Hill 01636 822777
KNEESALL Vacant
WELLOW Mr Ben Wells 01623 861309
WELLOW Mrs Jean Crofts
P.C.C: Chairman Vacant
Deanery contact number 01636 650063
Parish Council: Clerk Catherine Millward 01636 813387
Parish Councillors: Chairman Mr Simon Hill 01636 822777

Vice Chair Mr Jem Hill

Members Mr Mark Hennell, Mr Stuart Rose,
Mr Dave Sheard, Mrs Anna Moorhouse
Mrs Rebecca Creighton

Thoresby Estate Office 01623 822301
Magazine Editor Mrs Jean Hennell 01777 870276
Magazine Advertising Mrs Joy Allison 01777 871506

Email: advertising@openfield.org.uk

Photography by / Photos from Janet Cooke, Dave & Helen Sheard, ,
Jessica Rose, Amanda Hennell,
Professor John Beckett, Kevin Mulloy,
Dik & Joy Allison

@’m j ]tlh www.openfield.org.uk

We always welcome contributions and can help if you are not
sure how to write what you want to say.

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels
their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.

Contributions for the next edition TO BE WITH THE EDITOR BY
NOON ON 16th February 2024 PLEASE. EARLIER PREFERRED.
You can send at any time.




CHRISTMAS CARD
DELIVERIES

¥ Thank you to everyone who put their
Christmas cards in the church along with
donations for church funds.

;;g Approximately 250 cards were delivered. Thank you to those
1& people who helped to deliver them for us. A total of £138 was
%& raised, which was very much appreciated. Thank you once again.

¥ Brenda
.
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ﬁ Parish Council Lights Switch On.

ﬁ £62 was collected from the carol singing at the parish Council ﬁ

'#’k

-

s Lights Switch On on Sunday, December 5. It was kindly donated %
% to church funds. Thank you to everyone. e
o Brenda. y
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| Our traditional plough Sunday service
74 took place on Sunday 7th January. The
LY service was led by the Reverend Margaret

4 Groves, which | think was the first time
o' she had conducted this type of service.

Stuart brought the plough again which
was taken up to the altar to be blessed.
B The churn was also taken to the altar by

= Roy and Mark Hennell. Mike, J and Simon
; '%‘ Hill read the lessons.

{ Before the end of the service, Margaret
' conducted a short Holy Communion
. service for us.

"~ Thank you to everyone who joined us
from Kirton, Walesby and Moorhouse, and to Janet and Mavis for
serving tea and scones after the service.

Brenda



i i From the Registers - Baptism X

Congratulatlons to Eloise Felicity Harrison, who was baptised into the |
church on Sunday, 26 November 2023 by the Rev Tony Tucker at
Saint Michael, the Archangel Church, Laxton.

Eloise is the second daughter of Samuel and Sophie Harrison of
The Dovecote, Inn Laxton.

"' g Get Well Soon

We hope Mark Hennell soon has good news of a date for the surgery
he is waiting for following his fall a while ago when he hurt his
shoulder. Meanwhile we wish him well with the

discomfort and limitations it places on him.

All the family would like to send their congratulations to Eunice Saxilby
of Moorhouse, who will be celebrating her 90th birthday on 4th
February.

Best wishes also to Eunice on her 90th birthday from all her friends at
Moorhouse and Laxton Churches and villages. We hope she has a
memorable day.

=== =
60 ! Congratulations
.E! =

Congratulations are also sent to John G, who will celebrate his 60th
during February.

We were alerted to the fact that we failed to wish Robert Haigh a very
happy 70th back in November, so we would like to do so now, if rather
late.

Unfortunately nobody had told us! Please let us know about big
birthdays well in advance.
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| Renewal of Open Field Subscriptions -

I Good News!
Last month we shared the news that, to our great surprise, Rev. Tony
Tucker, our printer for Open Field, had informed us that he can carry
on printing. The arrangement through which this will be done appears
to have changed, but he assures us he will continue to produce our
magazine as before for approximately the price we were expecting
when the lower price rise was announced.

The subscription for 2024 (February - Dec / Jan) is £6.00

A big thank you to everyone who has already paid. That is a big help.
Please can we urge anyone who is yet to pay to do so as soon as
possible.

Please let your distributor have your subscription in an envelope
marked with your name as soon as possible. Alternatively you can
drop it through your distributor’s door or deliver direct to Jean Hennell
at Blacksmith’s Cottage, High Street.

Please contact Brenda Noble on 870541, Jean Hennell on 870276 or
Joy Allison on 871506 if you have any difficulties or questions.

Thank you. Your co-operation is appreciated.

I"A Very Hard to Wrap Present a
.

Emily Hennell celebrated her 18th
birthday back in December. Her
present was impossible to wrap, so
her friends and family congregated
-~ while Dad, Mark, asked her to come
= outside and give him a hand with

& something.

8 Emily adores highland cattle, so
imagine her surprise and delight

& when she was introduced to her very
" special present, Callie!
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Congratulations to everyone
celebrating in February.

The birthday roll of honour for

this month is:

TFunice Saxilby (90), Mavis
Beckitt, and Margaret O who
all share a birthday, Di J,
Diane Beckitt, John G (60,
Sebastian S and Eloise H.

We wish you all a wonderful
day and a happy and healthy (

year to come. '

There are no anniversaries on

our list for this month, but we A&
are pleased to send
congratulations to anyone
celebrating.

A Y If anyone would (ike their £'~
& ' name added to the birthday

and anniversary [ists,

: +  especially for special ones, .
. . please let Jean, Joy or me know
V) N details ready for next year.
Brenda

.
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I"An Update from Cath Manning "

After three weeks in Nottingham City Hospital, Michael returned home
at the beginning of December and is making steady progress.

Thank you to everyone who has sent cards and their good wishes as
they have really been appreciated and encouraging support on
Michael's long road to his recuperation. Thank you again.

Cath Manning and family.

ZThank Yous from Brenda - E

1) Thank you to Laxton History Group for their generous offer to give
half of the profit from the November Craft Fayre to church funds and
half to the Air Ambulance. It was very kind of the members to agree to
this, and we are most grateful.

2) On behalf of the PCC, | would like to wish everyone a Happy New
Year and say thank you to everyone for their contributions to ‘©pen
FField’, especially to Joy, who works hard every month to collate all the
articles and adverts and arranges the printing.

Thanks also to Jean for editing and distributing the magazine to those
people who kindly deliver it to everyone’s home. Thank you to those
people who advertise each month and everyone who subscribes.

I'Annual Christmas Lights Switch On -
W
The 3rd Annual Laxton & Moorhouse Christmas Light SW|tch on took
place at the beginning of December on a horrible night .

Despite the cold weather and snow, the event was well attended. The
mulled wine proved a very popular way to thaw out, as everyone
gathered in the marquee to take part in the celebrations.

A big thank you, to all those that worked hard to put the event
together; to Gregor Pierrepont from Thoresby for switching on the
lights and kindly donating the trees; to Maxine for the entertainment
inside; to The Dukeries Community Band for the carols outside; to
Graham for filling in some of the gaps and of course Sam and his
Team, for making it all possible.

It was great to see the tree outside the Dovecote with its huge
baubles, and such a shame that the awful weather blew many of them
off and eventually blew the tree over into the car park. Lets hope for
better weather next year.




Saturday 16th December was the Community Coffee Morning
Christmas get together with friends and neighbours gathering as
usual in the Village Hall for our usual goodies. Sporting festive
jumpers we partook of mulled wine and mince pies a-plenty. The
raffle was a great success. My thanks go as usual to the organising
team and this month we are letting the pictures tell the story.

On February 17th we are joining forces with Tuxford Young Farmers.
We will have our usual coffee and cakes in return for a donation. Our
surplus will go them. They will be running a bake sale to raise money
for their funds and their chosen charity, the Children’s Bereavement
Centre, Newark. We hope you will all come to enjoy the morning.

March will see our first anniversary and | am mulling over ideas for a
‘bit of a do’. More details to follow.

Helen







I'Church Carol Services

How great it was to see
SO0 many people in
church for our Christmas
carol service on Sunday
17th December.

| 1 would like to thank

~doing Bible readings and
poems, and to Margaret
Jilll for playing the organ for
our carols. All of which
= the readings, poems and

o o | “15 Mf& carols had been chosen
b e =SRE) = to tell the Christmas
story.

Thank you to Janet, Lesley, Mavis and Jean for their help with the
teas and refreshments.

It is good to feel we are getting back to normal, having the church, all
decorated with the Christmas trees, decorations and lights, and having
the crib out again as we usually do at Christmas. There are no vicars
for so many rural parishes, and especially at this time of year when
everyone wants one at the same time. That is why this service had to
be ‘a do it yourself ‘ one, so | hope you all enjoyed it.

Moorhouse Christmas Eve Service

On Christmas Eve, we joined Moorhouse for their Carol Service,
which Simon had prepared and which he took. Again, like Laxton, this
service had to be a do it yourself one.

The church was full and everyone enjoyed the readings and carols
and especially the 12 days of Christmas. Simon read the original
meaning of this well known carol.

Did you know that the two turtle doves represent the Old and New
Testaments, and the four calling birds symbolise the four gospels,
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Then we all had to try and sing it, with
no words and no music, but | think we managed it. | am sure we will
remember it in future.

After the service, we all enjoyed some lovely refreshments.
Brenda.



Michael Manning has sent in the poem below, which was written to
cheer him up in the early stages of his recovery from heart surgery and
enclosed with a card. We hope it didn’t hurt to laugh!

The Adventures of a Laxton Chap

The continuing tale of Michael the man,
Who at seventy five his heart hit the fan,
His walking slowed down, he struggled to breathe,

So off to the City a cow’s valve to receive.

The prognosis was good, five days to be well
But no one foresaw the journey I'll tell.
The valve of a cow was meant to be good,

But things did not go the way that they should.

A heart that beat at double the rate,
A lung that collapsed extending the wait,
Wired up to machines and taking the pills

How long would it take to get over the hills?

Three weeks they did pass before Michael could leave,
One Saturday night home he did weave,
Nurse Cath on call to ensure all was well

To care for poor Michael if ever he fell.

Now Michael was home he could build up his strength,
Sit by the fire and watch telly at length,

Plan for the future the things he will do,

Jobs in the garden, the home, workshop too,

Walks in the country, visits to friends,

On recon heart it all now depends.

Look forward to summer when all will be well,
Back driving the car and walking the fell,
Trips out with grandson', now that will be fun,
Calling at Huttoft to sit in the sun.

"Twill all be a memory, those autumnal blues,
The only reminder will be talking in moos!
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HISTORY GROUP

Academic
Honour for
Our Honorary President

We are delighted to report that
our Hon. President and friend
of Laxton, Professor John
Beckett has been honoured for
his contribution to scholarship
by the University of
Nottingham, where he worked
for 41 years prior to his
retirement.

On 15th December he was
awarded an honorary degree
Doctor of Letters during a
ceremony at which the final
PhD student he had supervised
also graduated. The ceremony
had been arranged for 2020
but, as we all know, things did
not go well that year and this
was the first opportunity to
reschedule it.

Unfortunately seats are always as rare as hens’ teeth for these
occasions when proud family members naturally want to see their
loved ones walk across the stage and grasp the certificate that sums
up their years of study. It was entirely understandable that we were
not able to send anyone to wish John well on the day - and we would
have been just one of many groups he has helped across the area
who would have wished to do so.

John was working at the University of Hull when he was appointed
Lecturer in History at Nottingham in 1979. He was subsequently
promoted Reader in 1987, Professor of English Regional History in
1990, and Professor Emeritus in 2020.

Over the course of his career at Nottingham, John established the
University’s reputation, profile and standing as a centre of excellence
in regional and local history.




Locally, he was closely involved in the Laxton History Group’s work
which lead to the production of a set of seven booklets about the
history of the village between 1900 - 1920, and encouraged us to
make use of the vast Manvers Collection in the University’s
Manuscripts & Special Collections facility.

In the citation for his award, it was noted that John ‘was one of the first
academics to draw upon the University’s Manuscripts and Special
Collections, introducing undergraduates to the use of original sources
at a time when the practice was rare’. It certainly made our project not
only much more useful and enlightening than it might have been, but
actually made it possible, since we had to pore through numerous
boxes filled with original letters between the Estate and villagers etc.
to discover information which was not indexed and was not available
elsewhere.

John has written a number of books, among which is ‘A History of
Laxton’, first published in 1989. This work was undertaken on an
earlier occasion when the Estate was up for sale. He has maintained
friendships with many of the long term residents he spoke to as part of
his research and is held in high esteem by them all.

His most recent contribution to the village, in his role as a Trustee of
the Visitor Centre, was to undertake the updating of the booklet he
first wrote at a similar time to his book as a guide for visitors to the
village. He was also pivotal in the making of the video shown at the
Visitor Centre.

We send our hearty congratulations to John on this recognition of his
contribution not only to the accessibility of the history of Laxton, but on
the wider stage. We hope to welcome him again soon in Laxton, and
he will be speaking our June 19th meeting.

Craft Fayre

It seems a long time since we held this
popular annual event. It actually took place
just as the December / January issue was
going to print.

A very big thank you to all who helped at the g
Fayre - to all the stall holders who attended,
thanking them for their support, and of
course everyone who came and spent their
money.




G.D. HALL LTD

(Independent Funeral Directors)

Newark Road 13 Bridgegate
TUXFORD, Newark Retford
Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire
NG22 ONA DN22 6AE
Tel. 01777 872929 Tel: 01777 701222

Email:info@qgdhallfunerals.co.uk Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk

Private chapel of rest
24 hour service
Golden Charter pre-payment plans available
SAIF Approved
Personal Visits to your home
Mobile 0797 257 6020

: ‘ @ ﬁﬂ% With free delivery to Laxton and surrounding
N H p—g villages every Monday and Thursday,

why not call now to book your fresh fruit,

FrUit & Veg vegetable and bread delivery slot

Fresh seasonal fruit and vegetables

or Find us on Facebook to see our list of
produce and any daily offers.

de|ivered to your door Alternatively you can visit us at
Call or Message: 07928 503467 Clovelly, New Hill, Walesby, NG22 9PB

Email: newhillfruitandveg@yahoo.com Or Call 07928 503467

HERE'S A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR PRODUCE:

.Potatoes .Lettuce .Eggs  .Pre set Fruit & Vegetable Boxes
.Carrots .Tomatoes .Bread £12 Essentials Box
.Cabbage .Cucumber .Cakes £16 Family Box
.Broccoli . Peppers
.Red & White Onions .Spring Onions We are now proud to be working along
.Mushrooms .Soft Fruits side Atherleys Bakery of Farnsfield,
.Courgettes .Apples offering a range of fresh baked bread and
.Sweet Potatoes .Satsumas cakes by pre order only.
.Baby leaf Spinach .Pears
:g;';?; Tout :g?'a':g:s ORDER BY PHONE, TEXT,
‘Garlic Bulbs. .Local Honey FACEBOOK MESSENGER OR EMAIL

Deliveries now subject to a £1 charge.




When the stall fees, the money paid for
refreshments etc. and the takings from
,__ our various games were added up, it

| gave us a grand total of £526.20 to
lj share between Laxton Church and the
'l Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance.

< passing by and decided to drop in. We

~ | were busy for most of the time and had

~ arecord result at the tombola, taking
“more than £100 for the first time.

The catering was very popular,
with the usual selection of
delicious cakes made by
members both for eating on the
day and to fill the ever popular
cake stall. We also always
provide soup and cobs and have
some regulars who make a point '~

of coming for their lunch. Thank |
you to everyone who catered for
the event.

| The raffle looked very attractive, and a
big thank you also to those who

_ || donated prizes or who helped in any
de way.

One stallholder booked immediately
for next year, having had such a
successful day and | am already
working on booking stallholders for
this November with some different
offerings.

Thanking you all

Jean.

At our meeting on February 21st we will hear from Steve Wright about
Nottinghamshire Churches. 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Everyone
welcome. £3 at the door, refreshments included.



THE COUNTRY VICTUALLER
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

Award winning handmade pork pies,
oven ready pies, cured bacon, free range pork
and Longhorn Thoresby beef

Heritage recipes and a warm welcome await
you at our Tuxford Pod.

Order & Collect

Free kerb side parking

Daily hot food to go specials

Loyalty card rewards

Senior Citizens’ 10% off Wednesday

@ Opening Hours:

. Tue - Fri 8am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 4pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

01777 874700

Subscribe to our newsletter to receive online offers!

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription

Nationwide delivery.

thecountryvictualler.co.uk
ASHVALE ROAD, TUXFORD, NG22 ONH



https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription

i i Notts Young Farmers’ llluminated

HSanta Tractor Run
ZIZZZZIZZZZIZZZZZIZIZZIZIZZIZZZ

On December 2nd
Nottinghamshire Young
Farmers organised their
illuminated tractor run, with
around 100 vehicles taking
part.

r====f]

i They followed a route from Morton
§ around a good part of the county,
including Farnsfield and Southwell.

As the event has become better
known, more people are lining the
route to see them and making their
donations online or via the collection
buckets as the tractors pass.

This year some places on the route
had opened to serve warm drinks
and refreshments to the waiting
spectators. White Post Farm opened
i their car park to help them. Some

g also took collections for the funds
which were added to the magnificent
whole, which this year added up to

over £6,000!

Nottinghamshire Young
Farmers thank everyone who
supported them in any way.
The sponsors and
organisations which provided
help and support are too many
to name individually, but their
contributions to this amazing
event total are hugely valued. #&



LEE DOYLE

Building Contractor

New Houses, Extensions,
Groundworks, Roofing,
Damp-proofing & Dry Lining,
Paving & Patios, Minor Repairs.

-

10 EIm Tree Rise

C
C T
Notts @) 01623 860377

Britnell Tree
I X

Services
All Aspects of Tree Works

includes felling, crown reductions
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding

Gardening & Landscaping
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured &
Qualified
All works carried out to BS3998
Call Will today for your free quote on
07821 342942 or 01636 702807 Or
email

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com

MUSIC
THEORY
AND
PIANO
ROYAL
SCHOOLS

Quality Paintings

or Drawings

GRAHAM
LAUGHT(B)IE

PICTURE
FRAMING
SERVICE &
RESTORATION

01777 472885 or

07999 528397

grahamlaughton50@gmail.com

DESIGNER AND MAKER OF
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK

SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & GATES FOR HOME
& BUSINESS
GENERAL BLACKSMITHING

IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING

QMR
Bcebg Flumbing

All P]umbing cnquirics P[casc call:

Guy bccbg

07792 484876

01636822103
Oﬁ:ec qualifiecl.

Fu”g insured.

e«Domestic F]umbing .
'T‘aps to | oilets [nstallation & Kepair o
o Central Heating Insta”ation & Kepair .
o Oil Boiler |nstallation & Service ®

No (Gas Work

guy.bccby@btthtemctcom




i village Hall News g
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We held a very successful Christmas Quiz at the

Village Hall, with lots of fun and laughter, mainly
due to the creative mathematical ability of the
Quiz mistress and her mathematic husband.

We made a profit of £646. 53 after expenses \ j
were taken out. Thank you all of those who %j’.«

contributed.
Our next event is the Spring Quiz on March 1st. Do come and join us.

After that mark Star Wars Day, May 4th. in your diaries for the next

lively event. Think "Frankie goes to Hollywood, Wham and long, curly
hair!" Time travel perhaps?

Our AGM is also in May and if any of you would like to join the Village
Hall Trustees, please let us know.

Joan Cottee

{é compuniry LAXTON VILLAGE HALL AHF ==

FRIDAY 1ST MARCH AT 7.30PM
PRICE £8.00 INCLUDING SUPPER

@% TO BOOK YOUR TEAM @@
> el

el CALL: 01777 871187

OR
EMAIL: info@laxtonvh.org.uk

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS AND GLASSES
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Es = Evensong WfA =

4th February
10.30am Laxton
4.00pm Wellow

11th February
10.30am Kirton

18th February
10.00am Waleshy
10.30am Wellow

25th February
No Services

2nd March
10.30am Laxton
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FEBRUARY SERVICES
IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES

HC = Holy Communion EP = Evening Prayer MP = Morning
Prayer

Worship for All
Service

HC
EP

HC

HC
HC

HC

WS = Word

Rev Margaret
Heather B

Rev Alistair

Rev Vaughn
Rev Margaret

=

Rev Margaret

=
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

February
Weds 14"
Sat 17"

Weds 21°

Forward Planning:

wi

Community Coffee Morning combined
with Young Farmers Bake Sale.

History Group

March
Fri 1%
Tues 26"

May
Sat 4"

Village Hall Quiz
Parish Council Date tbc

Village Hall ‘Star Wars Day’ event. Details later

Reqular Events:
Parish Council 4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,

Quiz Nights

September and November
1st Friday of December & March tbc

-

Copy Date for March 2024 edition:
12 noon, 16th FEBRUARY 2024

Please let us have your contributions in good time. We do what we
can to include last minute items, but it is not always possible. Late
arrivals are unlikely to make it into print.

o\

)




HILLCREST: Equestrian Services

M Full livery M Riding lessons

1 Breaking M Secure

V1 School livery v CCTV

[ Rehab stabling M BHS Regd.

1 Holiday livery M Qualified instructor
V1 Selling livery M Fully insured

Please phone or see web site
for further information

Tel: 07359 141 051

wwWw.hillcrests.co.uk
email: hillcrests@outlook.com

HILLCREST: Gardening Centre

@ Fertiliser % Bedding plants
@ Compost % Hanging baskets
@ Seeds & bulbs @ Giftware

@ Shrubs & trees @ Fruit & Veg

Everything for your garden: No,,
Open from 9am, closed Tues & Weds Oﬁe,,

(for more details see web site)

Tel: 07576 140 107

www.hillcrests.co.uk




"' Laxton WI i

neWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

In December instead of our usual monthly meeting,
we all enjoyed a Christmas meal at the Olde Plough
at Egmanton. Thanks to Sandra for organising it for us.

Our January meeting started with a roundup of past and present
events. In December, the WI entered a team in the Village Hall Quiz
which they were successful in winning.

Another team entered the Murder Mystery event at Southwell, which
was organised by our county federation, and which we call simply
'County’. This involved Robin Hoodie and his Merry Men. They didn’t
quite guess the murderer, but they enjoyed it and had a lovely
ploughman’s supper afterwards.

in January, there will be a Burns Lunch organised by County at
Sookholme, near Mansfield Woodhouse, where we will be
represented.

The speaker for our January meeting was Kevin Lennox, who came
to give us an illustrated Talk on Western Canada and the Rockies
National Parks. He spoke about many areas and they included
Alberta, the Canadian Mounties headquarters, the acres of cornfields,
the beautiful scenery, lakes and mountains and all the wildlife. It
made you wish you were there.

in January, there is a felting class at County House which two of our
members will be attending.

In March we hold our annual Spring Council meeting at Southwell.
Our National Chairman will be the morning speaker.

In the afternoon our speaker will be Gill Thomas who some of you
may remember from her appearances on the TV show ‘The Great
British Sewing Bee. She was inspirational in showing how it was
possible to sew amazing garments despite having only one arm. She
should be very interesting to listen to and might tell a few stories of
how the programme is made.

Our speaker in Laxton for February will be Helen Tickle, who is our
county rep for the ACWW, which stands for Associated
Countrywomen of the World. She will be telling us about the work
they do all over the world. The meeting will be held in the Village Hall
on Wednesday 14th February at 7.30pm. We are always pleased to
see new members and visitors, so if you are interested in what we do,
please just come along to the meeting.



18/11/23 | 56 Clive Corah 23/12/23 | 44 Lucille M
25/11/23 | 49 | Joan & Roger | 30/12/23 | 38 Linda Malloy

02/12/23 | 40 | Richard (Tux | 06/01/24 | 41 Richard (Tux

U/16) U/16)
09/12/23 | 30 | Richard (Tux | 13/01/24 | 07 |Richard Waltham
U/16)

12/12/23 | 08 | Evie (Neil R)

Thank you to Michael Manning for providing the information above.
He is now able to do some of his usual jobs while still taking things
easy during his recovery. Your patience is appreciated if you need to
make any changes to your numbers. Just drop him a note and it will
be dealt with when possible. Thank you.

The 3 numbers available are: 51, 52 & 53. All proceeds go to
supporting the Laxton Sport and Recreation Field facilities.

IDukerles Singers
[ iy e _gl

Dukeries Singers choir has recently
been able to purchase a PA system = :
thanks to grants from Tesco and Newark & Sherwood District Council.
It was first used at a Christmas concert in the Jubilee Hall at Ollerton.

Ashley Carlisle was thanked for not only setting up to get the best out
of the system for a concert performance, but also for performing an
impromptu guitar vocal folk solo.

Chairman, John Banbury, aims to broaden the choir's musical
activities. Music suitable for weddings is being prepared and if it
proves to popular, wedding performances will be a new activity for the
choir to undertake. They are also considering creating a free Dukeries
Singers pop voices ensemble which would allow members to meet
and sing popular songs without needing to read sheet music.

New members are always welcome, and anyone thinking of joining
can attend a couple of regular practice meetings, free of charge to
discover if it appeals to them. They meet on Wednesdays at the
Methodist Hall, Ollerton at 7 pm.

For further information contact John Banbury by phone or text on
(07759) 086132.
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VINCE DODD

Hall Farm Stocks a Wide
=] Range of Wild Bird Products,
Accessories & More

SERVICE & MOT

Sutton-on-Trent Y et

\ OPENING HOURS:
Mon - Fri 7:30am - 5pm

Sun CLOSED

MOT Testing

Y% Servicing Y¢ Repairs
¥ Tyres ¥¢ Air Con

01 636 821 200 The Grain Store, Wadnall Lane, Weston, NG23 65Y 9 @Seed

(Behind the Great Wall Chinese) [@] @buybirdseed
Tel: 01636 821232 www.seedtofeed.co.uk @) @halifarmweston

Kitchen & Furniture Refurbishments
We Spray:

Kitchens, Free-Standing Furniture,

SCOPE SPRAY SERVICES Fitted Furniture, Wood, MDF & Paint Grade Vinyl

25 Years Experience




Can you remember waiting for the Valentine card that never came.
Saint Valentine was a Roman Catholic martyr. Legend has it that he
was imprisoned in Rome for ministering to Christians. He befriended
his jailer's daughter and healed her from blindness. He is said to have
sent her a letter the night before his execution signed ‘your Valentine.’

One doesn’t think of the Americans as
particularly romantic, but they produced
some charming heart shaped stirrups which
would have made a delightful Valentine
present. An example of these can be seen in
the Museum of the Horse, together with the
most beautiful silver slippers stirrups, which
would have made lovely presents for the girl
of your dreams.

These are just two of the stories the museum
tells. The human emotion of love is not just
for people. Love for animals is a lasting bond.
Imagine the stress of taking your horse to
war.

At the Museum of the Horse on February 4th at 2.30 pm there will be
a profoundly moving illustrated talk entitled ‘The Horses at War’. We
are warned that this is not for the faint
hearted. The talk will be followed by a
guided tour of the museum. Email
sally@dogart.com if you would like to
come along.

The Walks of Life Museum has lots of
examples of people’s love of creating
practical objects and making them things
of beauty. Books were often given as a
love token. In the past the writing of
letters was the main way of
communicating. It was taken very

seriously as we have seen in Mrs usmgssLe'n'Eﬁs ;
Beeton’s book on letter writing, which N umv DESE:ITP;:‘VSE
includes how to write love letters. Love vnTA'rlons Ap\:ucmon

between a parent and their child is

? 4 WITH
always and forever. Do r/c,lismomtdk/m
RHAL C’annsspamnms. ‘




We are supporting the family and friends undertaking a 33km
fundraising walk as a tribute celebrating the life of Carrianne Franks in
aid of TB Alert and the RAF Benevolent Fund. Carrianne was a
Sergeant flight nurse in the RAF. Whilst supporting the NHS during
Covid 19 she contacted TB. Diagnosed too late, she died at 30.

See her story on Just Giving Carriannes 33. Cherish memories of
those no longer here, and recognise their contribution. Write a letter to
those in your life you love.

.
I"Tuxford Young Farmers’ News -
2

We are pleased to welcome Amelia, one of the newer and younger
members of Tuxford Young Farmers as the new correspondent for
Open Field. She has written her first article this month. We have
been asked to follow YFC rules which prohibit publishing surnames
of anyone aged under 18.

Amelia writes:

Tuxford Young Farmers have participated in a range of
activities over the past few weeks ranging from a Christmas meal at
the Dovecote Inn, to ice skating at the Doncaster Dome.

In the next couple of weeks we will be enjoying a fire station visit
and an evening of ten pin bowling in Newark.

You are all welcome to come along to our fundraising bake sale on
Saturday 17" February at Laxton Village Hall from 10am-
12noon. We are joining forces with the Laxton Community Coffee
Morning, who have kindly offered to contribute their surplus on the
day to our fund raising effort. There will be teas, coffees,

biscuits and cakes so be sure to come and pay us a visit!

This event will be raising funds for the club’s funds and for their
chosen charity, the Children's Bereavement Centre, Newark.

Notts Young Farmers’ News

Three of our local young people did very well at the Notts YFC
County Ball on 13th January at Newark Showground.

Chris Hill came 3rd in ‘Mr YFC’. Katie Gent was declared runner up
in the Melissa Grace Hatton Memorial Award for ‘Most Glamorous
Member’ and Jessica Rose won the title of ‘Notts Senior Member of
the Year'. Jessica tells us that she is now too old to compete in
county events, which makes us on the Open Field team feel very
old! Congratulations to all of them.




Usedgardenmachinery
.co.uk
Formerly of Beacon Court, Ollerton
All pre season service work
undertaken

T was alvays

fau%h'r to respect
my elders, but

it keeps getting
harder to find one.

Free collection and delivery

Ring Alan for all enquiries
T: 01623 860343
M: 07594 198646

Mobility Scooter Repair
Service

= Puthor Unknown

SEASONEDTIMES.COM

Robert Paling Boiler Corrine Parkes
Services Your local weight loss consultant

07849747500 . .
robpalingboilerservices@ 121 Diet by Cambrldge

yahoo.com Weight Plan
Qil Boiler Servicing and Repairs « Virtual or face to face
Oil Boiler installation and consultations

. CommiSSionir}g e Special new client discounts
Oil Tank Installation o Free first consultation

Emergency Call Outs
Fully Insured Contact me today

Oftec Registered 07857 187237

corrine.parkes121diet@gmail.com

Tuxford
Lawnmower Centre.«

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery
Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs

Tel 01522 779110

Come & Visit our Showroom Today!

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk



http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com

Wishing a Happy New Year to all our
members and supporters.

We are looking forward to providing you with
a full year of events for 2024.

Ouir first event this year will be a 3-course Sunday Lunch at the West
Retford Hotel in Retford, together with a speaker and raffle.

This is a chance for friends to meet up, enjoy a delicious lunch and
share plans for the coming year. The date of the lunch is Sunday 28"
April 2024, 12.30 for 1pm.

Further details will be available in next month’s issue so check your
diaries and book your lunch with us.

For any enquiries/tickets, please telephone:

Gillian on 01777 811358 / Jenny on 01777 871706 or
contactmilton.mausoleum@outlook.com
Milton Mausoleum, The Avenue, Milton NG22 OPW

Milton Mausoleum is in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust

Join ug for arelaxed wine
tasting evening featuring a
curated selection of six distinct
wines, expertly paired with
delectable food
accompaniments. You will be
guided by our knowledgable
sommelier and for those

seeking an alternaﬁve, we also Egmanton Village Hall
. Tickets £19
offer the option to explorea  ooknowat 5
. www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk /
selection of locally produced

beers.



Mark Brisendon
Heating Engineer

T: 01636 678036
M: 07734 450695

Oil boiler service,
repair and installations

O | L OFTEC reglstered

“FEET FIRST”

MOBILE
CHIROPODY SERVICES

Sharon Foster
M.Inst.Ch.P.
HPC Registered No:
CH18101

Telephone
Mobile: 07946 587190
for a home visit

Sherwood Forest
Rotary

Supporting the Local
Community

07711 802683

Meeting every 2nd
Wednesday at
Ollerton House Hotel

Visitors always welcome
www.rotary.org/1220

G.R. GRIMES & SONS

SOLID FUEL & GAS MERCHANTS

Competitive Prices
Ring for a Quote
Tel:
O1777 228273

Stan The Sweep

Local Professional Vacuum
Chimney Sweep

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga,
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope
supplied & fitted, Bird guards,
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist
equipment for sweeping wood
burners & liners. Certificate
issued.

No Mess & fully insured
Contact Stan Hutchinson on:

07831 661304
01636 821466

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk

Member of the
guild of master
sweeps
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Watching the price of oil has been something of a
roller coaster in recent times, and that hasn’t
changed since the last order. In particular the
troubles around the Horn of Africa have spooked the world market,
with fears of extended routes to bring in supplies. This resulted in a
surge in the price just before we went to print, bring to an end what
had been an encouraging downward trend.

Boilerjuice’s graph of their average price for 1000 litres across
England, which we use as our guide was showing an average price
for England of 69.96p/litre on 16th January

The next order will be around the beginning of February, although it
may be earlier if there appears reason to do so. It really helps to
have orders to hand if there is either a dip in price or signs of an
imminent rise.

When it seems right to order | will only allow a short, possibly very
short, time to respond so that | can act quickly to secure the best
price at the time for everyone.

Anyone whose order can be placed by email, either by themselves
or by a friend or relative with authority to speak for them, is very
welcome to join. Please contact me on my personal email if you
have it. NB | do not publish it because of the volume of spam that
generates. oil@openfield.org.uk is a general address you can use
if you don’t have mine.

One of the staples of the New Year, which underlines the Christmas
celebrations, is the Muskham Players’ Panto. This year they will be
performing ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’.

Following the opening in Dunham, the show moves to East Markham
Village Hall for three performances: Friday 2nd February at 7.30pm
and on Saturday 3rd February at 2pm and 7.30 pm.

Tickets are available now from The Gallery at Tuxford. The cast and
crew are looking forward to welcoming you at one of the venues for
more of their familiar brand of fun and frolics.



"' i Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council,
“Mlnutes of the Meeting held on 28/11/23
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Present. Councillors: J. Hill (chair), M.Hennell, R. Creighton, S. Rose,
A Moorhouse, D. Sheard

In attendance at parish council meeting
C. Wilson (Clerk), S. Michael (District councillor), Members of the public (x4)

1. Apologies for absence: Apologies for absence were received and
accepted from Mr S Hill. Mr Pringle had also sent apologies. As vice
chair, Mr J Hill chaired the meeting in Mr S Hill’'s absence.

2. Declarations of interest: Mr Sheard declared an interest in item 13b
(Finance — Accounts for payment) and, as a member of the village hall
committee. There were no other declarations of interest, direct or
indirect, in any items of business on the agenda.

3. Dispensations: None required.

4. 10 Minutes public speaking: The members of the public had attended
to discuss the Great North Road solar farm scoping opinion consultation.
In order to accommodate this, councillors agreed to move next to item
10 ¢ on the agenda (Scoping - EN010162 - Great North Road Solar Park
- EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation).

Mr J Hill and Mr Sheard had attended a meeting on 20 November 2023
called by the Norwell and Sutton in Trent parish clerks to explore, where
appropriate, a collective approach across parishes. That meeting had
been disappointed to learn that only parish councils had authority to
comment with parish meetings having no legal standing for this purpose.

The MP for Newark & Sherwood, Mr Jenrick, had already made his
opposition known and had written to all parishes.

It was explained that the scoping opinion was concerned with giving
consultees the opportunity to comment on all matters which should be
addressed by the applicant’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
which would form part of any planning application.

Councillors noted that the document was currently 205 pages long and
expressed their frustration that parish councils do not have the
necessary resources or expertise to support them in commenting on
such a technical document.

Mr Sheard summarised the contents of the draft report he had prepared
on the parish council’s behalf.



E. GILL & SONS

Funeral Directors

& —

‘Our family caring for your family’

The Gill family are proud to have provided
care and advice to families in the
Newark and District Area for 100 years

We offer pre-paid funeral plans

55 Albert Street, Newark, NG24 4BQ
01636 677461

Plumbing and Heating

Alan Moorhouse

¢ Qil boiler installation, service & repair
¢ Oil tank installation & pipework

e Bathroom installation

o Sealed hot water systems

o Power flushing

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com
& Tel: 07854 069529

OFTEC registered

Advertising in ‘Gpen Fielyy’
Standard 1/6 page box: £30 p.a.(colour) £15 p.a.(B&W).

Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. £45 p.a. for 1/2 page (B&W)
Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or
call 01777 871506 for details and info on web pages / links.




Councillors noted that:

a. The public’s main concern was that there were two properties in
Moorhouse which would be surrounded by panels if the scheme
proceeds.

b. The scheme provided for panels covering 4.45% of the Newark &
Sherwood district and 1.4% of the county

c. Moorhouse has a grade Il listed church and Laxton a grade | listed
building

d. Although the NCC flood officer had advised that the risk of flooding
and run off at Moorhouse was not significant, there was scope for a
rut effect causing water to run

e. The use of the land to graze sheep around the panels was not
necessarily advantageous

f. There were doubts regarding the extent of the developer’s long
term commitment to the future restoration of the land to its original
condition.

Mr Sheard reported on his meeting with Mr Marshall, the NCC
flooding officer. Mr Marshall had visited that Laxton and
Moorhouse were not considered high priority when compared with
villages such as Caunton where 30 properties had flooded. Mr
Marshall had suggested that he attend the March 2024 meeting to
meet councillors and talk through issues and concerns. Councillors
welcomed the offer. The clerk will issue a formal invitation. Mr
Sheard went on the outline the potential options for water
management which had been identified.

Mrs Michael drew the public’s attention to the NSDC financial flood
assistance scheme. She also updated the meeting on the recent
flooding and action taken by NSDC.

Mr Sheard emphasised the importance placed by the authorities on
households developing their individual resilience. The parish
council would stock some spare aquasacs for vulnerable residents
although it was noted that these were inevitably ineffective where
water rises through then floor. The clerk will order 30 more
aquasacs for each of the parish council’s two resilience stores.
The public left the meeting which reverted to the agenda order

5.  Thoresby Estate report (if any): No report available.

6.  Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 26 September
2023: The minutes of the parish council meetings held on 26
September 2023 were agreed as a true record and signed by Mr J
Hill as meeting chair.

7.  Matters arising: ltem LMPC/306a — WWI and WWII
Remembrance — The clerk will follow up on the poppies order.
These will be taken down this week. WWI and WWII memorial on



the Green to be an agenda item for the July 2024 meeting. There
were no other matters arising which were not otherwise on the
agenda.

8.  Reports from councillors: In addition to her flooding report at
LMPC/316/23 10 minutes public speaking, Mrs Michael reported
that:

a. She had spoken with the NSDC officer regarding Bar Farmhouse. It
is currently with the conservation team who have yet to revert to the
officer

b. The introduction of the district wide glass recycling scheme had
been postponed. Mr S Hill was actioned to contact ROB to see
whether they would collect from Moorhouse in principle.

c. The Safer Neighbourhood Group had met on 26 October 2023. The
matters discussed were mainly flood focused. The parking issues
discussed at parish council’s recent meetings had been raised.
PCSO Dunn will drive through the village to look at the problem in
the new year. The next meeting, if anyone has any concerns they
would like to raise, is taking place on 8 January 2024.

9. Property matters including sports field and Glebe Field matters (if
any): The clerk reported that her search through old accounts and
financial records had revealed that the funds for the cost of the
pavilion’s construction had been paid in to the parish council’s accounts
by way of a grant and paid out to the builder. This indicated that,
contrary to previous discussion and agreement of the council’s fixed
assets, the council may have a proprietorial interest in the pavilion.

As the minutes are now held in the NCC archive she is required to
make an appointment to visit to inspect the minutes from the time. She
confirmed that she is enquiring as to whether insurance would be
available in circumstances where the ownership is unclear. She will
report back to the January 2024 meeting once the outcome of her
investigations is known.

The clerk had reported the issues with the hedge along the footpath to
NCC.

10.Planning matters:.
a. Applications: 23/01733/HOUSE | Demolish existing store. Single
storey side/rear extension to form garage/tractor store. Single storey

kitchen extension to rear. Convert existing gara to pool room —
Following consideration, councillors had no comments.

b. Scoping - EN010162 - Great North Road Solar Park - EIA Scoping
Notification and Consultation: Discussed at LMPC/316/23 (10
minutes public speaking) above.

c. To note planning decisions by NSDC: None
d. Compliance: No matters raised.



11.

12.

13.

Defibrillator inspection report: Mr J Hill reported that, save that
a set of new pads was required, there were no issues. The clerk
will order the pads.

Village environment and appearance, including Bar
Farmhouse:

. Bar Farmhouse: Update at LMPC/320/23 (Reports from

councillors) above. Councillors agreed no longer required as a
standing agenda item.

. Parish roads and pavements, including Moorhouse village

sign: Mr Pringle not in attendance. Mr Sheard will inspect issues
of concern and report back to Mr Pringle direct. The overgrown
hedge at Smithy Farm was referred to the Thoresby Estate for
attention. Mr Sheard will send the clerk photos of the condition of
the pavement at Moorhouse Road.

Councillors discussed the ongoing absence of a reduced speed
limit at Moorhouse, noting that there had been another accident
in Moorhouse with a car coming off the road.

. Bench for Moorhouse: The bench will be installed when

weather conditions are better.

. Use of telephone kiosk: Councillors agreed no longer required

as a standing agenda item. Mr Sheard will display community
information and keep the contents up to date. The use of the
kiosk will be developed from there over time.

. Christmas 2023 event — Working party — Approval of

arrangements including risk assessment: Councillors
adopted the risk assessment as circulated noting that the tree
had been erected in accordance with its specifications. Christmas
event risk assessment to be a standing item on future September
meeting agendas.

Councillors approved expenditure of £60.93 on event
refreshments and £47.85 on mince pies.

. Flood resilience: Discussed at LMPC/316/23 ((10 minutes

public speaking) above.
Financial matters:

. Financial position as at 31 October 2023: Councillors considered

and noted the clerk’s report showing the precise financial position
at 31 October 2023 (incorporating the 2023-24 budget figures).

. Accounts for payment: Councillors unanimously approved ten

payments totalling £850.46. Councillors noted the importance of
submitting expenditure invoices in advance.

. Open Field donation: After discussion, councillors decided to




donate £80 towards the production cost of this important village
communication.

d. Appointment of internal auditor: Councillors agreed that Halam
parish clerk should be asked whether she would be prepared to
undertake the role for a further year.

e. Review system of internal control: Councillors discussed the
operation of the system of internal control and agreed that it was
adequate for the size and needs of the council and continued to
operate effectively, subject to the appointment of an internal
auditor which was in hand.

f. Consider need for interim internal audit: The clerk advised
councillors as to the on-going nature of the internal audit
process. Councillors considered their financial affairs for the
financial year to date. They decided that, given the annual
internal audit carried out by Halam parish clerk, an interim
internal audit would be disproportionate and was not justified.

14.Village Hall: Councillors noted that the Village Hall was running at
a loss. Mr Sheard suggested a donation to the Village Hall but
declared a interest as a member of the Village Hall Committee. He
noted that this precluded him from participating in any discussion.
Councillors took the view that village hall finances were a matter
for the committee.

15.Winter order: The clerk will place the 2023 winter order.
16. Councillor in charge of information:

a. Social media: Deferred to January 2024 for consideration of the
management implications and the need for and content of a risk
assessment.

b. Parish council website: The clerk will remove the outdated
information from the website.

17. Service faults: None reported
18. Correspondence: None.
19. 5 minutes public speaking time: No public present.

20. Agenda items for next meeting: See above and Report on
Christmas event

21. Date of next meeting: 7.30 pm Tuesday 23 January 2024 at
Laxton Visitor Centre.

The 2024 meeting dates were considered. Councillors noted that the
date of the March 2024 meeting might need to be altered from fourth
Tuesday in the month.




" Egmanton Village Hall "
I www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk /01777 871171

Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details.

+ Yoga — with Karen Baker Mondays, 7pm - 8.15pm
Email karenbaker321@outlook.com mobile 07399 669380

+ Pilates - Thursdays from 5:30pm - 6.30pm with Holly Rye.
Contact 07415436001 Email holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk

+ Egmanton WI - Third Thursdays in the Hall

+ Coffee Morning: Second Saturdays from MARCH 9th 10 - 12. All
welcome

¢+ Wine Tasting: Feb 23rd, 7.00pm, please £19 book via web site
All events appear on the web site - see above
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A reminder about the pot hole reporting contact details are:
www.nottinghamshire.qgov.uk/transport/roads/potholes/

report-a-pothole

Or ring Customer Services on 0300 500 8080
V===

Laxton Defibrillator g

The defibrillator in the Visitor Centre, is always accessible as neither
the Visitor Centre door nor the cabinet housing it is locked.

Please do remember that the defibrillator must only be used once
authorised by a call to 999. Michael

We now only have 3 of the 59 numbers available for anyone who would
like an additional one or a new member. All proceeds go to supporting
the Laxton Sports and Recreation Field.

The available numbers are: 51, 52 and 53.

Michael


mailto:karenbaker321@outlook.com
mailto:holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk

Useful Contact Details

Defibrillator Contacts:
Neil Randall 01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends
Mark Hennell 07812 908316, evenings
Stuart Rose 07939 228353, as required
Jeanette Geldard 07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,
evenings / weekends
Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290/ 07957 991002, as required

Police

Sgt 2949 Christian Hurley, Sherwood Neighbourhood Policing Team,
Ollerton Police Station

PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673
Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk

PC2548 Deborah Bakin supported by
PCSO 8524 Richard Dunn at Southwell 07595 074292

Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk
Danger to life or crime in progress 999
Otherwise police switchboard 101
Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports) 0800 555111

Medical

Tuxford Medical Centre 01777 870203
Sutton-on-Trent Surgery 01636 821023

Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice 01623 703266

Newark Hospital 01636 681681

Bassetlaw Hospital 01909 500990

King’s Mill Hospital 01623 622515

Cardiac Arrest? Say “Alexa Activate Emergency CPR” to an Alexa device

Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station) 01777 870381

MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk 01636 612 837
County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk 0115 977 5661

Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk







