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On behalf of the 
Parochial Church Council 
of Laxton and 
Moorhouse, I would like 
to wish everyone a very 
happy Christmas and 
New Year. 

I would like to thank 
everyone for their support over the last year. Thank you to Janet for 
all her help and support and to Jean for all her help with the Garden 
Fete and the Harvest Festival events and socials, etc. 

Thanks to Sandra for cleaning the brasses and providing the flowers 
and also thanks to Sally who now comes in to clean for us. 

Thank you to the gentlemen who have helped to look after the outside 
of the church: to Dave for mowing the churchyard and to Richard for 
strimming.  

Brenda 

Church News from our Churchwarden 

We have been fortunate that Tony Tucker’s arrangement with a local 
school has enabled us to not only continue to provide the magazine to 
subscribers at just £6 a year, but also in full colour. The only compro-
mise on our part is that it is liable to be later than usual when the 
printing falls in a school holiday. We have had no indications from 
readers that this is a problem, and so we anticipate no changes in the 
coming year. 

It would be greatly appreciated if everyone would make their payment 
for their 2025 magazines as soon as possible so that we can confirm 
numbers with Tony.  

The subscription for 2025 (February - Dec / Jan) will be £6.00  

Please drop your distributor have your subscription in an envelope 
marked with your name as soon as possible, deliver direct to Jean at 
Blacksmith’s Cottage, High Street or to Joy Allison in Egmanton.  

Thank you. Your cooperation is appreciated.           Brenda 

Open Field Subscription Renewals 



Congratulations to Richard Pick, who celebrates his 
60th Birthday in December. 

We send very best wishes to one of our newer villagers for a 
memorable day and many more to come.  

We want to send very special congratulations to 
Robert Haigh for his 71st birthday in December. Unfortunately The 
Open Field team’s crystal ball failed to register that Robert celebrated 
his 70th last December. We did suggest that telling us about it might 
have improved his chances of a mention … 

To make up for it, we send him very best wishes for this year’s 
birthday and also wish him many more to come. 

If you would like a birthday mention - let Jean know! 

Special Birthday Wishes 

Special Birthday Wishes 

Sympathy 

The funeral service for the late Tony Crothers of Egmanton was 
held in Laxton Church on Tuesday 5th November. He was 
buried in the churchyard with his late wife, Rosemary.  

He leaves two sons, Nigel and Paul.  

The service was taken by Lay Reader Heather Brown. 

 

The funeral service for the late John Bacon was also held in 
Laxton Church. This took place on Thursday 14th November.  

He was buried in the churchyard with his late wife Vivienne. He 
leaves a daughter, Kate, and twin sons Alistair and Edward. 



Coffee Morning Corner 
2nd Saturdays Egmanton Village Hall  10 - 12  14/12/24 

No coffee morning in January 

3rd Saturdays  Laxton Village Hall,    10:30 - 12:30 14/12/24 

 

4th Saturdays  Ossington Hut,   11 - 1  None in 

We are pleased to know that Helen Pick is home and 
recovering from a very difficult time following her illness. She is 
struggling with instructions to take it easy, but hopefully that will 
get easier.  

We send her very best wished for the period to come and hope 
that her recovery will be helped by enjoying the festive season 
at home with her family. 

Get Well Soon - Helen Pick 

Thank You Laxton 

Following the mention of Charlie Pick’s impending birthday last 
month, Laxton showed its caring nature and, far from getting 
little acknowledgement of his birthday having come to live 
somewhere new, he received lots of cards etc. from villagers 
and was absolutely delighted. Thank you all. 

Thank you once again to Janet and Roy for putting the soldier 
up in the churchyard with the lovely cascade of poppies. It really 
stands out as you go past. Hopefully it will be our turn next year 
to host the Group Remembrance Service, if things remain the 
same. We may have some changes ahead within our Group 
and the Deanery and Diocese.                  Brenda 

Thank You  



Remembrance Sunday 

The Group Remembrance 
Service this year was held at 
St. Swithun’s Church, 
Wellow.  

The service was conducted 
by the Rev Alistair Littlewood. 

 Jon, our  bugler sounded the 
Last Post and Jonathan Price 
from Kirton read the Kohima 
Epitaph.  

Wreaths were laid by representatives from Wellow, Kirton, 
Walesby, Moorhouse, Laxton and Laxton Parish Council. 

Brenda 

 

The Kohima Epitaph 

This is a form of words which will be familiar to all adults, but 
how many of us know its origins? 

The words form the epitaph engraved on the Memorial of the 
2nd British Division in the cemetery of Kohima (North-East 
India). It reads: 

'When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, 
For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.' 

The verse is attributed to John Maxwell Edmonds (1875-1958), 
and is thought to have been inspired by the epitaph written by 
Simonides of Ceos to honour the Greeks who fell at the Battle of 
Thermopylae in 480BC. 

The Burma Star Association (BEF) [Far East Veterans] use the 
Kohima; therefore, it would not be part of the dedication for a Royal 
British Legion Standard. 

The Kohima is only said if there are no Burma Star Veterans present 
at church services. It is only fairly recently that the Royal British 
Legion has incorporated the Kohima into its activities due to the 
advanced age of Burma Star Veterans. 

(extract from the British Legion web site) 



Once again we are donating our Christmas card costs to the local Air 
Ambulance, so we would like to wish all our friends in Laxton and 

surrounding area  

A MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR.  

Dave and Joyce Stone  

Egmanton Christmas Trees Tree Barn  

Open NOW until Christmas 

7 days a week  

You can also click and collect online at:  

www.egmantonchristmastrees.co.uk  

Enquiries 07730 236677  

info.ectf@gmail.com  

Nordman Fir  

Norway Spruce  

Fraser Fir  

Potted Trees  

Tree Stands  

Juglans Farm, Egmanton Newark Notts, NG22 0EZ  

 

Advertising in ‘Open Field’ 
 

Standard 1/6 page box: £30 p.a.(colour)  £15 p.a.(B&W).  
Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. £45 p.a. for 1/2 page (B&W)  

Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or  
call 01777 871506 for details and info on web pages / links. 



The Country Victualler 

Butchers & Bakers 
  

Award winning handmade pork pies, 
oven ready pies, cured bacon, free range pork 

and Longhorn Thoresby beef 
 

Heritage recipes and a warm welcome await 
you at our Tuxford Pod. 

 

 Order & Collect  

 Free kerb side parking 

 Daily hot food to go specials 

 Loyalty card rewards 

 Senior Citizens’ 10% off  Wednesday 

 

Opening Hours: 

Tue - Fri 8am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 4pm 

Closed Sunday & Monday 
 

 01777 874700  

 

Subscribe to our newsletter to receive online offers! 

 

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription 
 

 Nationwide delivery. 
 

thecountryvictualler.co.uk 

Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh 

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription


Christmas Card Deliveries,  

Christmas is not far away. Do you want to save on 

postage or save your legs walking round the village? 

We have the answer! We will be putting the Christmas 

card box out again in the church. 

If you wish to have your cards delivered, just pop them into the box on top 

of the bookcase at the back of the church with a contribution to church 

funds in the metal box on the wall. Then they will be sorted and delivered 

for you. 

The first day will be Saturday 30th November finishing 14th December 

ready for sorting and delivery. Thank you  

Remember, just post your cards into the box and make a donation to the 

church, from 30th November -  14th December, for delivery soon after. 

Please note the advice below. 

1. Deliveries are made in Laxton and Moorhouse only. 

2. Please make sure each envelope has a clear name and FULL 

address on the envelope. 

3. Remember, “To Sue” is unlikely to get to Sue and  “Sue, Timothy 

Road,” will not fare much better. 

4. Please support the church this Christmas. The income from the 

donations is very valuable. 

Thank you 

Brenda 

Our correspondent, Paul, has sensibly decided to make his 
contributions approximately quarterly in future so that there is a real 
difference in the seasons he is writing about.  

We send thanks for the articles we have seen so far and look forward 
to more from Moorhouse in February. 

Nature Notes from Moorhouse 



This annual fundraiser which 
Jean Hennell organises for the 
History Group proved as 
popular as ever this year. 
Following her annual juggling 
act trying to find traders who 
are free to come and to fit in 
the tables, Jean found herself 
blessed with a full hall of stalls, 
including one who signed up less than 24 hours ahead of the event. 
They all looked attractive and Christmassy. The visitors began 
arriving as soon as the doors opened and continued to do so until 
just a few minutes before the end. 

Sandra and Stuart were there, as always, selling raffle tickets and 
handing our tickets for a free cuppa. The café area was soon full of 
people of all ages chatting happily. A number of the toddlers with 
village connection came with their parents and we were pleased to 
have visitors from further afield. We thought it was commendable 
that one couple had come from Rotherham, inspired by their own 
History Group’s interest in the town and having learned about the 
effigy of Archbishop Rotherham on Laxton church.  

Their journey was later eclipsed when a young woman said she had 
come from Canada - although admittedly not only for the Craft 
Fayre! 

The tea bar proved the 
usual focus of much 
attention. Lesley, Janet and 
others had surpassed them 
selves baking a wonderful 
selection of sweet and 
savoury offerings. There 
was certainly no need to 
encourage people to find 
their way there, and more 
than a few started with tea 
and cake then came back 
for soup and a cob. 

Laxton History Group 

Craft Fayre 



It was good to 
see Charlie Pick, 
who got a 
special mention 
last month for his 
forthcoming 
birthday, coming 
over on the big 
day itself. It was 
equally good to 

see his Mum, Helen, who is recovering from her 
period of ill health. Her loaded arms seemed to 
suggest she had done well on the tombola.  

There was a great raffle. Helen Sheard had a big 
tray full of tickets left with her to check and there 
was still a good crowd in the hall when John 
Chambers organised the draw. There was even a bit of trading when 
one winner was approached by an earlier winner to see if he wanted to 
swap his prize. He was only too pleased to do so, so they were both 
happy. 

Jean had been ‘inviting’ everyone to have a go at guessing the number 
of sweets in her jar. The winner was Joan Cottee, who got it sopt in, 
with a guess of 52 sweets. Well done Joan. 

This year the History Group decided to donate the profit from the event 
to the Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance. After the adding up, it was great 
news to hear that we had raised £500.01 for this excellent service. 
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way: giving prizes, time or 
support on the day. It is greatly appreciated. 

Birthday Wishes 

Overleaf we have a combined list of birthday wishes for December 
and January. Local people don’t seem keen on winter weddings, as 
we have no anniversaries in either month. 

Please let me know if you would like your name on the list for next 
year or let Jean or Joy know if you have a big one with an ‘O’ at the 
end. We like to ensure everyone who would like a mention gets one, 
but you do have to tell us when! 

A happy Christmas and New Year to everyone. 

Brenda and the team at Open Field 



SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & GATES FOR HOME 

& BUSINESS 

GENERAL BLACKSMITHING 

IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING 

 

 

01777 472885 or 

07999 528397 

Quality Paintings 

or Drawings 

grahamlaughton50@gmail.com 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 



Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating a birthday, anniversary or 

other special event in December.  

The birthday roll of honour for this 

month is: Brenda Noble, Robert Haigh, 

Emily Hennell, Richard Pick (60), Ann 

F. and Jonathan and Jake.  

January congratulations 
Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating in January.  

The birthday roll of honour for this 

month is a very long one!: Sue S, and 

our other Sue S, Margaret P, our other 

Margaret P and her twin Steff L, Mike 

J, Mary N, Mike Manning, Stuart 

Rose, Anne H, Jeff Naylor, Pat Naylor, 

Chris W, Jenni V.  

If anyone would like their name added 

to the birthday and anniversary lists, 

especially for special ones, please let 

me, Jean or Joy know details ready for 

next year.  

Brenda  

December congratulations  



 

In October we started to get into the festive spirit 
with a visit from Danny Wells,  to tell us about “The 
Victorian Christmas” 

Danny put a display of Christmas books and London Illustrated News 
magazines at the back of the room to further illustrate his talk. 

He then gave an outline of Christmas through the ages. In pagan 
times before the fourth century in England there was a mid-winter 
festival which celebrated the harvest and looked forward to the new 
year. 

The Roman Saturnalia held in mid-winter encouraged feasting, 
generosity  and spending. The world was turned upside down during 
the festival, servants becoming masters, men dressing as women etc. 
Remnants of this festival are still seen in pantomime today, men 
playing the parts of women and vice versa.  

In the 5th and 6th centuries, New Year is more important than 
Christmas, celebrating the harvest of last season and the new growth 
to come. In 17th and 18th centuries Christmas becomes even less 
important and between 1790 and 1835 Christmas is not mentioned 
once in The Times newspaper.  

It was the Victorians who influenced and changed how we celebrate 
Christmas.  With the coming of the Industrial Revolution, the gap 
between rich and poor widened. Philanthropists promoted a strong 
moral code and anchored it in the celebration of Christ’s birth. Charles 
Dickens, horrified by poverty and child labour, helped to shape our 
modern Christmas with his view of what Christmas should be in his 
novel, “A Christmas Carol.” 

The coming of the railways meant folk could travel to see their 
families, especially as a Christmas holiday was promoted for the 
working classes. Then Queen Victoria and Prince Albert embraced the 
idea of a “Family Christmas”. The London Illustrated News published a 
picture of the Royal couple with their children decorating a Christmas 
tree. They sent Christmas cards to family and friends. It very quickly 
became the fashion and it spread to America. 

Because there was a fear that English rural life and traditions were  
being lost during the Industrial Revolution, Christmas cards often 
depicted a romanticised view of English village life. During the years 
before the First World War the association of Christmas with old 
England grew stronger and Christmas traditions began to be seen as 
ancient English customs.  

Laxton History Group  



In fact, however, this  is far from the case. Christmas pudding for 
instance relates back to Saturnalia and is a Celtic tradition imported from 
Ireland. Christmas decorations date back to decking the halls for New 
Year in Tudor times, with boughs from the sacred trees of pagan religion.   

The Christmas tree tradition comes from Germany. Christmas stockings 
come from the tradition of Dutch children putting out their shoes on 
December 5th for St. Nicholas to fill with gifts.  Santa Claus goes back to 
a 4th century Saint Nicholas who was from Turkey. The reindeer are a 
comparatively modern addition, 1823, from a poem in the New York 
times written by Clement C. Moore.  

The Victorians embraced and combined these traditions from all over the 
Western world to bring about our modern Christmas.   

We helped to start the village to get into the festive spirit when once 
again we held our popular Craft Fayre in November, this year on 
Saturday 16th.  

The event was very well supported 
with a good number of attractive 
stalls, lots of customers from near 
and far and the ever tasty treats 
from the tea bar. 

We do not meet in December 
because our date would fall too 
close to Christmas and neither is 
there a January meting as we 
learned that members are not keen 
to come our on such cold, dark 
nights. Speakers are no keener to 
face a potentially difficult journey 
either. 

A Special Start to the New Year 

We will start our new year of meetings with a very special speaker. 
Thanks to a chance conversation, we became aware that John Millin, the 
son of Piper Bill Millin, who played his bagpipes during the D-Day 
landings, lives quite locally.  

A very pleasant visit to him and his wife resulted in him readily agreeing 
to come to speak at our meeting on February 19th 2025. As with all our 
meetings, this event is open to anyone and we are hoping that members 
of some of our neighbouring Historical groups will be able to join us. If 
you are not a regular attender, we just ask that you let us know if you 
plan to come so that we can organise sufficient seats and refreshments. 

Please put the date in your diary.  



HILLCREST: Gardening Centre 

Everything for your garden: 

Open from 9am, closed Tues & Weds 

(for more details see web site) 

Tel: 07576 140 107 
 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

 Fertiliser 

 Compost 

 Seeds & bulbs 

 Shrubs & trees 

 Bedding plants 

 Hanging baskets 

 Giftware 

 Fruit & Veg 

HILLCREST: Equestrian Services 

 Full livery 

 Breaking 

 School livery 

 Rehab stabling 

 Holiday livery 

 Selling livery 

 Riding lessons 

 Secure 

 CCTV 

 BHS Regd. 

 Qualified instructor 

 Fully insured 

Please phone or see web site  

for further information 

Tel: 07359 141 051 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 



 

 

Thank You Everyone 
Thank you to all our readers and contributors for everything you 
have sent us in the last year. Without you we would not have a 
magazine. New contributors are always welcome. We look 
forward to your 2025 news. 

Thanks also to those who proof read in the hope that not too many 
mistakes remain by the time you read your copy.  

Thanks to Jean, our editor for making sure we cover all the village 
news and also to Roy for taking her to collect the magazines from 
Claypole monthly. Jean prepares them for our distributors to 
whom we also say a big thank you. They are the loyal team who 
make sure yours lands in your letter box. 

Thank you everyone.  

Advent Sunday 

Sunday 1st December 

This is the start of the season of Advent, 

when we celebrate by bringing our Advent 

wreaths into church and lighting our Advent 

candles. 

The service will be taken by  

the Rev Alistair Littlewood 

10:30 am 

Laxton Church 

Everyone welcome  



 

DECEMBER SERVICES IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES  

 
 

HC = Holy Communion,  EP = Evening Prayer,  WS = Word  
MP = Morning Prayer, Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All 
 

 

24th November 

10:30am Kirton  HC  Rev Alistair 

 

1st December Advent 

10:30am  Laxton  Advent Sunday  Rev AlistaIr 

4:00 pm  Wellow  EP  Heather B 

 

8th December 

Kirton social 

 

15th December 

10:30 am  Kirton  HC  Rev Vaughan 

10:30 am  Wellow  HC  Rev Margaret 

TBC Laxton carols 

 

22nd December 

10:00 am  Walesby Christmas Service  Rev Vaughan 

10:30 am  Wellow  HC  Rev R Ford 

3:00 pm  Wellow  Carols  John P 

 



DECEMBER / JANUARYSERVICES IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES  

 
 

HC = Holy Communion,  EP = Evening Prayer,  WS = Word  
MP = Morning Prayer, Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All 

 

 

24th December (Tuesday) 

4:00 pm  Kirton  Christingle  Rev Alistair 

7:00pm  Moorhouse  Christmas Service Heather  

 

25th December (Wednesday, Christmas Day)  

No services in our group HC at New Ollerton with Richard 

 

January 2025 
 

5th January 

10:30 am  Laxton  Plough Sunday  Rev Margaret 

4:00 pm  Wellow  EP  Heather B 

 

12 January  

10:30 am  Kirton  HC Rev Alistair  

 

19th January 

10:00am  Walesby  HC  Rev Vaughan 

10:30 am  Wellow  HC  Rev Margaret 

 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
DECEMBER 

Sun 1st Lights Switch on at LVH, 5pm 

Mon 2nd Chop & Chat Christmas Lunch 

Thurs  Exercise class (LVH) Pilates 

Weds 11th WI 

Thurs  Exercise class (LVH) Pilates 

Sat 14th Christmas card collection ends 

 

JANUARY 

 Chop & Chat 

Thurs  Exercise class (LVH) Pilates 

Weds 15th WI 

Tues 27th Parish Council 

 

Forward Planning: 

Regular Events: 

Parish Council  4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,  
 September and November  

Quiz Night 1st Friday March tbc 

 

March 2025 

 

Copy Date for FEB 2025 edition:  
12 noon, 16th JANUARY 2024 

 

Please let us have your contributions in good time.  We do what we 
can to include last minute items, but it is not always possible. Late 
arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



Laxton WI  

IT is a well known fact that Laxton WI ladies are 
multi-talented and versatile, so it was no surprise to 
find them designing and creating their own Christmas cards this 
month. 

Sandra had collected a quite 
literally glittering array of 
buttons, bows, sequins, paints, 
feathers and glue to apply to the 
blank cards she had provided. 

Silence reigned for a short while 
until options were weighed, 
suitable decorations located, 
and work began. It became 

obvious that no two cards would be remotely the same. 

Composition is not easy, to fit something onto a limited area so that it 
looks as if it couldn’t be anywhere else is hard and takes careful 
planning. Whatever sort of design it was, each card looked right – 
quite an achievement. 

And what a range of designs! There were single, elegant fir trees, 
delicately shaded poinsettia flowers, formal geometric grids made 
delicate with colour, asymmetrical leaves and berries, a decidedly 
stern looking pheasant’s head, and more. 

One member revealed an otherwise unknown talent for beautiful 
handwriting. 

In the middle of the frantic 
squash to get everything done 
these days and the pressure 
to ‘get it done yesterday’, it 
was a most enjoyable oasis. 

Thanks to the kindness of 
Janet and Sandra, 
refreshments were brought 
round and the relaxed 
conversation flowed on while 
the final touches were put to 
the cards. 



G.D. HALL LTD 
(Independent Funeral Directors) 

Newark Road 
TUXFORD, Newark 
Nottinghamshire  
NG22 0NA 
 
Tel.  01777 872929               

13 Bridgegate 
Retford 

Nottinghamshire 
DN22 6AE 

 
Tel: 01777 701222 

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk   Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk 

Private chapel of rest 
24 hour service 

Golden Charter pre-payment plans available 
SAIF Approved 

Personal Visits to your home 
Mobile 0797 257 6020 

Pre set Fruit & Vegetable Boxes 

£15 Essentials Box 

£19 Family Box 

Deliveries now subject to a £1 charge. 



The covers over the radiators proved a good place to display the cards 
and they looked smashing. We had not only enjoyed a very pleasant 
evening with friends, but the cards were well made in every way - 
design, colour and execution. Well done, everyone. Thankyou to 
Sandra for making it all possible and Janet for the goodies. 

December is our annual Christmas Dinner, which this year is at the 
Dovecote.  

Plough Sunday Service 

Laxton Church 

Sunday, 5th January, 

10.30am 

 

This is one of our traditional rural services. It will 

be led this year by Rev 

Margaret Groves. The 

service includes the 

blessing of the plough and 

the churn.  

Everyone is very welcome 

and the service will be 

followed by refreshments. 



Evening meals on request 

If you are local and have no room for visitors to stay, we can 
accommodate them, or maybe if you are looking for a base 
to explore this interesting and beautiful area, we offer a quiet 
location in the centre of the village. There are all amenities, 
gift and coffee shops, museums and galleries, buses to 
Lincoln, Newark and Retford. 

2 nights in our double room: £150 including full English 
breakfast or alternatives. 

Phone Richard on 07836 699911 

Trinity Cottage B&B, 
Tuxford 

Relax in Style 

Luxury en-suites, Visitors' 
Lounge & Courtyard, TV, Wi-Fi 



Ossington PCC invite you to our 

Carol 
Service  

in the HUT at  

Ossington 

Sunday 22nd 
December 2024 at 6pm 

Join us for drinks and mince pies 
after the service 

(The Church is still out of action) 



Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Corrine Parkes 

Your local weight loss consultant 

121 Diet by Cambridge 
Weight Plan 

 Virtual or face to face 
consultations 

 Special new client discounts 

 Free first consultation 

Contact me today 

07857 187237 
corrine.parkes121diet@gmail.com 

Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 

07849747500 
robpalingboilerservices@ 

yahoo.com 
 Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 

 Oil Boiler installation and 
      commissioning  

 Oil Tank Installation 

 Emergency Call Outs 

 Fully Insured 

 Oftec Registered 

Formerly of Beacon Court, Ollerton 

All pre season service work undertaken 

Free collection and delivery 

Ring Alan for all enquiries 

T:  01623 860343    M:  07594 198646 

Usedgardenmachinery.co.uk 

Mobility Scooter Repair 

Service 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


Sports Field Bonus Ball Weekly Draw 

19/10/24 25 Sam (Dovey) 

26/10/24 13 Linda M 

2/11/24 34 ROLLOVER 

9/11/24 18 Helen Sheard 

16/11/24 41 ROLLOVER 

Since last month, Bonus Ball numbers 32 has recently become free, 
so we now  have 6 of the 59 numbers available for anyone who 
would like an additional one or who would like to become a new 
member. 

The available numbers are: 32, 34, 37, 51, 52, 53 As a reminder, 

all proceeds go to supporting the Laxton Sport and Recreation Field 
facilities.        

The daily price published by Boilerjuice for the average 
price of 1000 litres of oil in England has been falling 
steadily, and has been lower than the price paid for our 

last order for a week of so and on 18/11 was 57.62p per litre inc VAT 

With the coming of the colder weather imminent, I decided we needed 
to get our order in quickly and asked for orders by mid-day on 
Wednesday 20th November. That resulted in a vey pleasing offer 
from Chandlers of 53.10p/litre, compared with Watson’s 61.1p/litre. It 
should see everyone comfortably refilled for the festive season if they 
took the opportunity to order. 

The next order will be towards the end of January depending on price, 
temperatures and your comments about  need. Please feel free to 
send in orders when you think of it as there will not be another Open 
Field until February. 

You are welcome to join the ordering group at any time provided that 
you can be contacted by email. 

Everyone orders as much as they want and when they need oil at the 
time of an order. There is no obligation to order and nothing stopping 
members ordering with any supplier between group orders. 

Please use my personal email if you have it. oil@openfield.org.uk is a 
general address you can use if you don’t have mine, which I don’t 
publish because of the amount of spam it generates.   Joy 

Group Oil Order 



News from the Museums of Tuxford 

Walks of Life Museum 

Both museums are 
improving their facilities. 
The Walks of Life will 
have some heating in 
the rural barn. We have 
finished decorating the 
shed, which is a tribute 
to sheep. This was 
instigated by one of our 
students. Shepherding is 
one of the oldest occupations and still reliant on those who love the 
countryside and dedicated to caring for animals in all weathers. Did 
you know that the nursery rhyme Mary had a little Lamb was written 
by an American Josephina Hale in 1830. It is thought to be based on a 
real-life event involving Mary Elizabeth Sawyer. 

Festive celebrations are often a 
time when we create memories 
with family and friends. On 12th 
December children of the school 
who are supported by the 
CHINK charity shop in Tuxford 
will be celebrating Jamhuri day. 
(Jamhuri is the Swahali word for 
republic). 

The Walks of Life Museum will 
have a display to mark Kenya 
Independence Day. Our founder 
Dorothy Harrison was there and 
had such fond memories of her 
time spent teaching. Keeping 
photos and memorabilia of 
happy times is very important to 
many of us. A simple token with 
thought and personal effort is 
much valued.  

The museum is looking forward to capturing the memories of Dosco 
and Holly Bank Engineering when past members of the work team 



meet in November and help us creating a folder of information.  

A programme from the company’s annual Christmas dinner at the ‘Old 
England’ in 1970 caused great amusement. With humorous quotes 
including “a successful executive is one who can delegate all 
responsibility, shift all the blame and take all the credit” (anon). 
Carriages at 2 pm. We wonder if anyone was lucky enough to ride in 
one like that at the Museum of the Horse?  

Museum of the Horse 

They have been working on restoring the old ballroom at the back of 
the Newcastle Arms as a conference /party room. Hopefully it will be 

finished before Christmas. A 
few people have memories 
of going to dances in the old 
ballroom. I wonder if anyone 
has any old photographs or 
things to share about those 
days? The old ballroom 
must have lots of stories to 
tell. During the war I am told 
the airmen from Gamston 
used to come to dances 
there. Can anyone tell me 
how much longer after the 
war it was used?  

We would like to know what 
type of events you would 
like to see when it is opened 
up again. Some of the first 
plans include an opening 
party and afternoon tea 
dance and, next spring, a 

children’s book fair with an exhibition of old pony books, miniature toy 
ponies and saddlery.  

If you would like to be included in any of these please do contact Sally 
at the Museum of the Horse. The Museum is open daily from 9am to 
4pm Saturday from 9am to 2pm.  

The Walks of Life Museum is open from 11am to 4pm Thursdays and 
Saturdays.  

Tel 01777 872776 please leave a message) 

dianehunt08@btinternet.com 

Free admission but donations very much appreciated. 





Many thanks to Dave Sheard for sharing his lovely snowy shots of Laxton 



 

 

The Milton Mausoleum is cared for 
by the Churches Conservation 

Trust 

 Milton Mausoleum, The Avenue, 
Milton NG22 0PW 

Milton Mausoleum  

The annual Christmas spectacular at 
Doddington Hall is now open for booking 
on the web site. The theme this year is 
‘A Christmas Chorus’. Opens November 
9th to December 23rd. 

All the main rooms are decorated and 
the display extends over all three floors. 
It is an opportunity to soak up the 
seasonal festive atmosphere in this 
family home, with a four hundred year 
plus history. 

Tickets are £15 for adults, Children 4 - 
16 £8.50 and 3 and under free.  There 
are family tickets for 2 adults and 2 

children at £40 and for 1 adult and 2 children for £27. 

Doddington season ticket holders go free if the card is shown at the 
gate, but other cards which are accepted on most dates in the year 
are not accepted for this special event. 

Christmas at Doddington 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone 
who has supported us in the 
events we have organised this 
year, we appreciate your 
generosity. Your support 
helps us to contribute to the 
upkeep of this historical 
building and to share the story 
of its links to Clumber Park. 

May we wish you a happy 
Christmas time and best 
wishes for 2025. 

From The Friends of Milton 
Mausoleum Committee. 



Kitchen & Furniture Refurbishments 

We Spray: 

Kitchens, Free-Standing Furniture,  

Fitted Furniture, Wood, MDF & Paint Grade Vinyl 

25 Years Experience 

07999 489624 

Contact: 

Our Email: 

Find us on Facebook: 

Darren 

scopesprayservices@gmail.com 

Scope Spray Services 

VINCE DODD 

SERVICE & MOT  

Sutton-on-Trent  

MOT Testing  

 01636 821200  

 Servicing 

 Tyres  

 Repairs 

 Air Con  

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

 Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

 Oil tank installation & pipework 

 Bathroom installation 

 Sealed hot water systems 

 Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com 

Tel: 07854 069529    
OFTEC registered 



 

“FEET FIRST” 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 

supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 

burners & liners. Certificate 
issued. 

 
No Mess & fully insured 

Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

 



 

Banking security and fraud. 

Contact your bank or building society straight away if you're worried 
someone might have access to your account. For example, if your: 

 card or security details have been lost or stolen 

 statement shows payments you don't recognise 

 card has reached its limit or account has gone into overdraft - 
and you weren't expecting it 

Check your bank statement or the bank's website for the phone 
number to call for reporting security issues - or go to their branch in 
person. If you haven't had money taken from your account, your bank 
or building society will still take action to protect your account, for 
example by cancelling your card or changing your security details. 

If money has been taken from your account this is known as fraud 
and is illegal.  

When you contact your bank, they'll take action straight away to 
protect your account so no more money can be taken. For example, 
they might cancel your cards or cheque book and send you a 
replacement. 

You should also report the crime to the police through Action Fraud. 
They'll log it and give you a crime reference number. 

This is called 'identity theft'. If you start getting bank letters, bills or 
letters from debt collectors that you know nothing about, this might 
have happened to you. 

Action Fraud: 

Tel: 0300 1232040, Textphone: 0300 1232050 Mon - Fri, 8am - 8pm 

If you've received a scam email, text or phone call you can also report 
a scam to action fraud. 

If someone used your name to open new accounts, get credit or buy 
services. 

This is called 'identity theft'. If you start getting bank letters, bills or 
letters from debt collectors that you know nothing about, this might 
have happened to you. 

You should contact your bank straight away and let them know. Keep 
a record of all conversations you have with the bank and copies of 

Citizens Advice give 
advice on banking  

security and identity 



letters to do with the fraud. The bank will investigate, take action to 
protect your accounts and refer the crime to the police. 

If you think someone has applied for credit in your name, for example 
because you've had letters about loans or credit cards you didn't 
apply for, you should also contact the main credit reference agencies. 
Explain you've been a victim of identity theft and ask them what credit 
accounts or services are on your file. Tell them which ones you didn't 
apply for and ask for the information to be removed. 

The credit reference agency will contact those companies listed on 
your file to sort out the accounts that were wrongly opened in your 
name. 

You should contact all 3 agencies as each one might only have part 
of your file. You can contact the following: 

 TransUnion 

 Equifax 

 Experian 

You can also ask the credit reference agency to add a password to 
your file - this is called a ‘notice of correction’ password. The credit 
reference agency will ask you for the password if you apply for credit. 
If you require assistance in speaking with these organizations please 
contact us. 

If you think someone has got your details by stealing your post, or by 
getting mail redirected, you contact the Royal Mail Customer Enquiry 
Number on 03457 740 740. 

 

For further help or information on this or any other issue, you 
can call us or visit us in person,  on the details below.  

In person 

Newark office Tues/Thurs 9.30 - 2.30, Castle House NG24 1BY  

Ollerton office Mon/Weds 9.30 - 2.30, 5 Forest Court, NG22 9PL  

We also have a number of outreaches throughout the local area 
which may be closer to home - to access the dates and times check 
online at our website or call us on the below number. 

Phone our local office on 01623 861769  (you may be offered a call 
back) 
 

Website www.ca-centralnotts.org.uk 
 

Email admin@ca-centralnotts.org.uk 





Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details. 
 

 Yoga – with Karen Baker Mondays, 7pm - 8.15pm. Non on 23rd and 
30th December 
Email karenbaker321@outlook.com mobile 07399 669380   

 Pilates - Thursdays from 5:30pm  - 6.30pm with Holly Rye. Non on 
26th December or 2nd January. 
Contact 07415436001  Email holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk  
Egmanton WI -  Third Thursdays in the Hall 

 Coffee Morning: December 14th Christmas event10 - 12 then on 
the second Saturday of the month. Next will be February 8th. Non in 
January. All welcome.  

  Egmanton Village Hall 

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk  / 01777 871171 

Laxton Defibrillator 

The defibrillator in the Visitor Centre, is always accessible as neither the 
Visitor Centre door nor the cabinet housing is locked.  Please do 
remember that the defibrillator must only be used once authorised by a 
call to 999.                                                                    Michael Manning 

Booking Laxton Village Hall  

 

The Hall is available for anyone to book and bookings are taken 
through the web site. Please visit: 

https://www.laxtonvh.org.uk/  

A reminder about the pothole reporting contact 
details are: 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/potholes/ 
report-a-pothole 

Or ring Customer Services on 0300 500 8080 

Reporting Potholes 

mailto:karenbaker321@outlook.com
mailto:holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk


Useful Contact Details 
 

Defibrillator Contacts: 

Neil Randall  01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends 

Mark Hennell   07812 908316, evenings 

Stuart Rose   07939 228353, as required 

Jeanette Geldard  07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,  

    evenings / weekends 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required 

 

Police 

Sgt 2949 Christian Hurley, Sherwood Neighbourhood Policing Team, 
     Ollerton Police Station 

PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673 

 Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

PC2548 Deborah Bakin supported by 
PCSO 8524 Richard Dunn at Southwell    07595 074292 

  

Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  

Danger to life or crime in progress     999 

Otherwise police switchboard     101 

Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)  0800 555111 
 

Medical 

Tuxford Medical Centre     01777 870203 

Sutton-on-Trent Surgery     01636 821023 

Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice  01623 703266 

Newark Hospital       01636 681681 

Bassetlaw Hospital      01909 500990 

King’s Mill Hospital      01623 622515 

Cardiac Arrest?  Say “Alexa Activate Emergency CPR” to an Alexa device  
 

Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)   01777 870381 

MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk  01636 612 837  

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk    0115 977 5661 

Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk 



 

 

Laxton & Moorhouse 

Annual Christmas Light Switch-on  

Sunday 1st December 2024 

Dukeries Band 

Hot drinks 

Mince pies 

Sausage rolls 

Mulled wine 

A warm welcome 

Laxton Village Hall 

5.00pm 

Moorhouse 

Carol Service 

Christmas Eve 

 7.00pm Tuesday 24
th

 December 

Moorhouse Church 

Everyone Welcome 


