
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

December 2025 & January 2026 Ã1  

The monthly publication of the  
parish of Laxton & Moorhouse 

      www.openfield.org.uk 

All ready for Christmas at Doddington Hall, November 2025 



Priest in Charge  Vacant 
Churchwardens     LAXTON Mrs Brenda Noble 01777 870541 
 MOORHOUSE Mr Simon Hill  01636 822777 
 KNEESALL  Vacant  
 WELLOW  Mr Ben Wells  01623 861309 
 WELLOW  Mrs Jean Crofts         
P.C.C: Chairman Vacant 
 

 Deanery contact number     01636 650063  
 

Parish Council:  Clerk  Catherine Wilson  01636 813387 

Parish Councillors: Chairman  Mr Simon Hill  01636 822777 

         Vice Chair Mr Jem Hill   

         Members Mr Mark Hennell, Mr Stuart Rose, 
      Mrs Anna Moorhouse 
      Mrs Rebecca Creighton          

Laxton Village Hall: Chairman Ian Robinson  07771 696248  

Thoresby Estate Office      01623 822301 

Magazine Editor    Mrs Jean Hennell 01777 870276 

Magazine Advertising   Mrs Joy Allison         01777 871506 

      Email: advertising@openfield.org.uk 

 
Photography by / Photos from Janet Cooke, Diane Wood; Helen 

Sheard, Dave Sheard, Diane Hunt,  
Dik & Joy Allison 

We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say.  

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.  

www.openfield.org.uk  

Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 16th JANUARY PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can 

send in your contributions at any time. 



Church News  

On behalf of the Parochial Church Council of Laxton and Moorhouse, 
I would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and New Year. 

I would also like to thank everyone for their support over the last year, 
especially while I have been unwell. Thank you to Janet for all her 
help and support and to Jean for all her help organising the Garden 

Fête, Harvest Festival and the social events. 

Thanks to Sandra for cleaning the brasses and providing flowers; to 
Margaret for playing the organ and to Sally for coming in to clean the 
church for us. 

Thanks go to Dave for mowing the churchyard and to Richard for 
strimming. We must not forget Simon, who like us, is trying to keep 
Moorhouse church open, as the situation with vicars doesn't get any 
easier. I must not forget Sarah for looking after our books although 
she is now a busy mum. 

Thank you to everyone,  

Brenda  

Thank you to the Open Field Team 

Continuing the theme of thanks, we would like to thank our 
advertisers who help us keep the magazine affordable and the team 
who print it. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to Open Field over the 
last year. Without the contributions we receive every month, there 
would be nothing for you ro read, and without the dedicated team who 
deliver it, you would never get it through your letter box. And of 
course, without you, the reader, it would all be pointless! 

We are very grateful to you all. Thank you and please keep on 
supporting our local publication. We wish you a happy Christmas and 
a very happy and interesting new year to write about.  

Jean and Joy 

Get Well Soon  

We are pleased to know that Janet is doing well and is now at home. 
We send very best wishes for her continuing recovery. 



In Memoriam  

We send our sympathy to all the family and friends of Clive 
Shepherd, who died recently. He grew up in Laxton and his sister, 
Diane, has sent the following tribute to his life. 

Clive sadly passed away in Newark Hospital on the 25th October 
aged 65 years. Clive was born at Step Farm, Laxton, which was our 
grandparentsô home. When he was 3 weeks old we moved to Timothy 
Road. 

Clive was the eldest son for 
Mum and Dad, Mary and Ken 
Shepherd. Myself and Clive 
were joined by Stuart (who 
we sadly lost in 2014), John 
and Anne Marie. 

When Clive was 12 years old 
we moved to School Farm, 
making many childhood 
memories. After school he 
knew he wanted to do farming 
and he went to Brackenhurst 
College. He spent all his 
working life doing the job he loved on dairy farms. 

In 1985 he married Angeline at Muskham Church. They had 2 sons 
and 2 daughters. Clive was forced through his health to retire early a 
couple of years ago. He retired to Newark. 

Cliveôs funeral service will be on Tuesday 25th November at 11 
oôclock at Sherwood Forest Crematorium.  

Thank you for the cards and messages, they mean a lot during this 
difficult time. 

Back Row John, Stuart and Clive 

Front Row Diane, Dad, Mum and Anne Marie.  

Coffee Morning Corner  
Coffee Mornings are now in full swing. 

2nd Saturdays Egmanton Village Hall  10 - 12  Dec 13th Jan 10th 

3rd Saturdays  Laxton Village Hall 10 - 12 Dec 20th Jan 17th 

4th Saturdays  Ossington Hut  11 - 1       - Jan 24th 



Subscriptions for your Magazine  

We are back at the time of year when we must ask you to renew your 

subscription to Open Field. The price for 2026 will remain at Ã6 for the eleven 
issues for the year. We must say thank you to our generous advertisers 
without whose support this would be impossible. 

Please pay your delivery person or put your payment in an envelope 
with your own name on it and drop it in to the person who delivers to 
you as soon as you can. Before we go into February we need to know 
how many copies we will need. 

Alternatively you can put your Ã6 in an envelope, clearly marked with your 
name, in Jean�¶s letterbox at Blacksmith�¶s Cottage, High Street, Laxton 
or Joy�¶s at The Dovecote, Church View, Egmanton. 

Your prompt payment wil be really appreciated. Thank you for your support. 

Christmas Card Deliveries,  
Christmas is not far away. Do you want to save on 

postage or save your legs walking round the village? 

The answer is the Christmas card box in the church. 

To have your cards delivered, just pop them into the box on top of the 

bookcase at the back of the church with a contribution to church funds in 

the metal box on the wall. They will be sorted and delivered for you. 

The box will be there between 8th December -  14th December, for 

delivery soon after for deliveries in Laxton and Moorhouse only. 

Please note the advice below. 

1. Please make sure each envelope has a clear name and FULL 

address on the envelope. 

�î�X Remember, ñTo Sueò is unlikely to get to Sue and  ñSue, Timothy 

Road,ò will not fare much better. 

�ï�X Please support the church this Christmas with this win: win service. 
The income from the donations is very valuable. 

Thank you 

Brenda 


