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We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say.  

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.  

www.openfield.org.uk  

Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 21st AUGUST PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can send 

in your contributions at any time. 



Please note that as the magazine is printed in a school and they do 
not return to full operation until the start of September, our magazine 
will not be printed before the first week of September. We will be 
pressing for it as early as possible, but we must  be realistic. 

For this reason, we have included early notice of some September 
events this month and also allowed a later copy date for that edition. 
Please get your contributions for September in by noon on 21st 
August. 

A couple of years ago we investigated alternatives for the printing of 
the magazine, but came to the conclusion that working with the 
school and their holidays was a bearable interruption to the printing 
dates as it has made a full colour magazine affordable.  

Thank you for your patience in bearing with us. 

September Open Field  

Belated congratulations to Margaret Saxelby, sister 

of Eunice, for your 90th birthday, celebrated on 

21st July.       From all the family. 

Belated Congratulations  

Belated congratulations for your 60th birthday to 

Andrew Godson. We hope you managed a suitably 

enjoyable celebration and send very best wishes. 

Belated Congratulations  

Belated Congratulations to Logan, 7  

We are pleased to say a very happy, if belated, seventh birthday to 

Logan H. He is one of our newer residents, having moved in with his 

family in May. We wish him many more happy Laxton birthdays. 



Apologies and Best Wishes  

 

Many apologies to the ladies concerned and to their families for our 
inability to distinguish between Margaret (Ilott) Saxelby and 
Margaret Saxelby in the July edition. 

To clarify, Margaret (Ilott) Saxelby has reached the grand age of 97, 
and sadly it was she who needed the hip operation. We send the 
very best of wishes for her recovery. 

Margaret Saxelby, Euniceôs sister, is, by comparison, a mere 
youngster and we seem to have unfortunately added five years to 
her age. She actually celebrated her 90th in July, for which we send 
belated congratulations. 

Just to prove we donôt favour one over another, we also omitted to 
include the notable fact that Andrew Godson was celebrating his 
60th birthday in July. That is remedied overleaf on P3, but again we 
send sincere apologies. 

More apologise to Logan H, who did not get a  mention as he 
celebrated his 7th birthday in July. We hope he had a fun-filled day, 

Finally, apologies also to anyone confused by the different dates for 
the garden fete in the last issue. Jeanðwho is editor, proof reader 
and host of the event, admits that a late night before her holiday got 
the better of her and she failed to spot one of Joyôs not infrequent 
errors with a date. No doubt everyone realised July 12th  was not a 
Friday. 

Joy & Jean 

Welcome to People New to the Village  

We are pleased to welcome: 

§ After the house stood empty for so long, we are very pleased 
to welcome Pamela and daughter Danielle OôNeil to Step 
Farm. they moved in in July. We look forward to meeting them 
and hope they enjoy living here. 

§ We  now have permission to name Andy Brailsford and his 
son, Albert who moved into Ide Farm in April. We wish them 
well. 



Thank you from Brenda  

There is a full write up on the Michael Ducksbury Memorial Road 
Run a few pages further on, but I wanted to reassure anyone who 
saw the event, or thought about them on the day, that after getting 
drenched, they all arrived back at Tuxford, still having enjoyed their 
day, going to places they hadnôt been before. 

Iôd like to say thank you to everyone who sponsored George and 
Paula again this year.           Brenda 

Get Well Soon  

We send very best wishes to anyone who is unwell or recovering from 
surgery at this time and hope you will soon be back to full fitness. We 
are also thinking of anyone who is caring for relatives or friends who 
are unwell. 

The Longest Yarn 2 - Britain at War  

At Southwell Minster September 3rd - 27th  

The Longest Yarn 2 is an exhibition made up of 
80 panels of "wool art", each 1m long. The focus 
will be on what it was like in Britain between the 
declaration of war on September 3rd 1939 to VE 
Day on May 8th 1945. 

Accompanying this will be óThe Gangô - life-size 
representatives of all the services that saved 

Britain in its hour of need - from a Land Girl to a Spitfire Pilot. 

Timed tickets are available on line now from the Minster web site. A 
maximum of 6 tickets can be reserved per booking. More can be 
reserved with multiple bookings. There will be a small number of 
tickets set aside each day for walk-ups, but when they're gone they're 
gone, so it is highly recommended to book your ticket in advance to 
guarantee entry. 

If you were one of 30,000+ who saw The Longest Yarn at the Minster 
last year, you'll know how good this is going to be, and if you missed it, 
you are likely to have heard about it and you don't want to miss The 
Longest Yarn 2!. 

Entry: Ã5 suggested donation per adult on arrival.  



The Dovecote Inn has been taken 
over by Dave and Toni & I am Jess 
their General Manager. We have 
worked together before at The 
Wheatsheaf in Bingham and are 
very excited about our new 
adventure in Laxton! 

We are using our combined past 
experience to enhance the great 
foundations we have inherited. We 

are pleased to continue to support the community traditions that make 
the Dovey unique. We are delighted to be able to introduce a quality 
range of new products including lagers, beers, ales and a 
comprehensive new wine list. In these challenging times we are looking 
to cater for a large range of tastes and budgets and whether you want a 
quick drink or to dine with us, you will always be made very welcome. 

Food has always been a standout quality at the Dovey and our current 
fantastic team look to enhance what you already know and love. Look 
out for our new specials boards coming soon, running alongside our 
freshly prepared seasonal menus, all sourced locally where possible. 

On your next visit you may notice that the Dovey has had a facelift, 
bringing a homely feel and a tribute to the Inn and the village itself. We 
are now open for drinks every night with food being served lunchtimes 
and evenings for you to enjoy in our newly linked and revamped dining 
rooms. For drinks, more casual dining or to dine with your pooch, our 
bar areas and snug have a comfortable relaxed feel. Dogs are welcome 
at any time in our bar and snug areas and, of course, outside. 

We are now open for drinks every night with food being served 
lunchtimes and evenings from Wednesday to Sunday. Please keep an 
eye on our website or Facebook for updates and special events. 

We are continuing to develop our popular Dovey Drive Ins and Dovey 
Ride Ins on Tuesdays through the summer, which includes weekly 
changing street food for everyone to enjoy. Being a focal point of the 
village has already seen us host the Notts YFC tractor run and we are 
looking forward to hosting the annual sheep shearing contest on the 9th 
of August, all welcome! 

To close, we would just like to thank everyone for the warm welcome 
we have received both personally and for the Dovecote itself. It is 
obvious how much it is valued and your support is vital to ensure the 
longevity of this beautiful place. 

New Publicans at the Dovecote  
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ñFEET FIRSTò 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

 

Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


ñChop & Chatò has been awarded a Ã500 grant from 
NSDC for the next season. They have suggested that 
we make a  small charge to make it more sustainable.  

ñChop & Chatò on tour continues with a lunch at 
Maxeyôs Farm Shop after some members take part  in 
the History Group visit to the Horological Museum. 

The ñPilatesò class is being run by our experienced fitness teacher, 
Rachel. She asks for 4-week block bookings up front, priced at Ã24. Please 
contact Helen Sheard if you are interested. At Laxton Village Hall Thursday 
evenings 18:30 to 19:30 

Other news 

Laxton Village Hall is now a good cause in the Newark & Sherwood 
Community Lottery. You can all sign up for a chance to win and to support 
the Village Hall starting at Ã1 per week. For each ticket 
sold, our good cause gets 60p.  

For more info use the QR code, or the link below. Itôs a 
great way to support your village hall. 

https://www.newarkandsherwoodlottery.co.uk/
referral/1499120727/192397949?utm_source=manual 

 

Please note that the next Quiz Night will be on Friday November 28th 

Can you spare some time to help with the running of the Village Hall? 
We are looking for some additional folks to join us as trustees. The role is 
not too onerous, and of course ñmany hands, make light workò. Contact one 
of the trustees for more information. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support, it helps us in our goal as 
trustees ñManaging and maintaining Laxton Village Hall for the benefit of 
the community of Laxton, Nottinghamshire and the surrounding villagesò. 

Village Hall News  

Coffee Morning Corner  
No Coffee Mornings in August. They return in September. 

https://www.newarkandsherwoodlottery.co.uk/referral/1499120727/192397949?utm_source=manual
https://www.newarkandsherwoodlottery.co.uk/referral/1499120727/192397949?utm_source=manual


Royal Garden Party  

Laxtonôs Jessica Rose was recently 
honoured to be included in a Young 
Farmers Group which was invited to the 
traditional venue for the last Royal 
Garden Party of the year in Scotland. 
She has sent the following account of her 
memorable day. 

 

On Tuesday 1st July, as the National 
Federation of Young Farmers Vice Chair, 
I had the great honour of being selected 
to represent our organisation and its 
22,000 members at a Royal Garden 
Party. The event took place at The 
Palace of Holyrood House, Edinburgh 

with around 8,000 others in attendance. 

Our new Patron, His Majesty King Charles III, kindly sent NFYFC ten 
invites to the prestigious event. The last time we received an invitation 
was in 2017, so I feel very lucky to be in post on a year we received an 
invite. 

Other NFYFC representatives included Alex McMenemy, fellow Vice 
Chair; Chair of Council, James Nixey; NFYFCôs Chair of the Board, 
Natalie McGinn; NFYFCôs Chair of Competitions, Ellie Gassor; 
Northern Area Vice 
Chair, Luke Brignall; 
Aspiring Rural 
Leader 2024 
winner, Tom 
Harrison; YFC AGRI 
Chair, Robbie Tuer; 
Cumbria YFC Chief 
Officer, Joanne Mills 
and NFYFCôs Head 
of Admin, Caryn 
May.  

We arrived around 
3pm. Walking 



through the stunning grounds there 
were bagpipes playing and crowds 
gathered around the red carpeted 
Royal steps. His Majesty The King, 
Queen Camilla and Anne, Princess 
Royal all arrived at 4pm to a beautiful 
rendition of the National Anthem 
played by a military band. We then 
enjoyed an exquisite afternoon tea in 
the gardens. The sandwiches were 
delicious, the softest bread and tastiest 
lemon cake I've ever had!  

Then to top the day off, as if it wasn't 
special enough, I ended up making my 
way to the front of the crowds at just 
the right time to shake hands with the 
King! A moment I'll always cherish.  

The day closed at 6pm with another beautiful rendition of the National 
Anthem from a second military band. 

Despite forecasted showers the rain held off and the weather was 
lovely for the duration.  

It was so wonderful that our Federation was invited by our Patron, the 
King. Our organisation became a 
charity in 2024 and we were able 
to celebrate our long lasting 
relationship with the Royal Family.  

Long may our members' fantastic 
work and achievements in rural 
communities and beyond continue; 
be recognised, honoured and 
celebrated.  

I hope this may inspire others to 
become a member of our Young 
Farmers Clubs. You never know 
where YFC may take you! I 
definitely never anticipated this 
opportunity coming my way all 
those years ago when I first joined! 

Jessica Rose 



Michael Ducksbury Memorial Road Run  

The event took place as usual 
on the first Sunday of July, 
setting off from College Farm 
in Tuxford in a convoy of 
some 100 tractors and 
support vehicles. As usual, 
Michaelôs family led the way. 
Laxton and Egmanton were 
well represented with both 
drivers and passengers. 

After a heatwave, the forecast 
suggested a wet day, and 

unfortunately it proved to be quite correct. At least with rain being in 
the forecast, the majority of drivers were well prepared with their 
waterproof clothing, or better still a vehicle with a cab. Over the years, 
the regular passengers have organised themselves with either their 
own waterproofs or a canopy. The latter serves to help avoid sunburn 
as well, should that be needed. 

There was moisture in the air as the convoy arrived in Egmanton, but 
no actual rain and there was a fair smattering of spectators waiting to 
welcome and photograph them. By this time, as they emerged from 
Burnmoor Lane, the convoy was already well spread out. It was clear 
that one tractor was going to struggle to complete the course as it 
seemed to be stuck in first gear. 

Coming into Laxton, 
they crossed the green 
and drove along High 
Street, heading out 
onto Acre Edge before 
heading down the first 
road on the left and 
into Mill Field. Where 
possible the route 
takes the drivers off 
road, and following 
this road down through 
Kneesall Syke, they 
emerged at the bottom 
of Brockilow Hill. 



It was back on the road as 
far as Norwell 
Woodhouse, where they 
were able to pick up a 
lane which took them 
down to Caunton. There 
was quite a crowd 
awaiting the spectacle as 
they drove through the 
water splash. Local 
photographers had turned 
out to make the most of 
the opportunity. Some 
even chose to lie down for 
a low shot and take their 
chances with any spray! 

The next part of the route took the participants in the direction of 
Southwell, before finding another lane which brought them out in 
Kelham. Here they provided quite a surprise for residents enjoying a 
quiet Sunday. Some came out to see what was going on and, as it was 
raining by then, they were amused at some participants doing their 
best to shelter under umbrellas. By this time the convoy was taking 
around half an hour to pass. 

From there it was a fairly straightforward run to the lunch stop at Little 
Carlton. Unfortunately on this stretch of the run they encountered a 
real storm, which looked like hailstones at times. There was no escape 
for the drivers on open tractors and umbrellas would have been of 
questionable use! 

Over lunch the sun came 
out, giving rise to various 
conversations about the 
wisdom of shedding 
waterproofs before 
setting off again. Some 
drivers on their hot 
tractors were finding 
wearing them almost as 
damp an experience as 
braving the rain. 

Another lane took the 
route towards Cromwell, 
where they found a route 



to a bridge over the A1. It must have been quite a sight for the drivers 
coming along the road, and a number got into the spirit of the event, 
hooting their horns as they approached the bridge. 

The afternoon proved equally wet at times and when the tractors 
reached Trent Bank soon afterwards, it was quite slippery. As it is 
also quite narrow there were some jitters among the passengers. 

The convoy was still fairly intact, if spread out, as they made their 
way to Carlton on Trent, Sutton on 
Trent, Grassthorpe and Normanton. 
Following that areaôs small lanes 
brought them into Tuxford on the 
Lincoln Road. It was a fairly short trip 
home to College Farm from there to 
the waiting raffle draw and awarding 
of prizes.  

We were pleased to learn that Paula 
Doyle was announced as the person 
who had collected the most 
sponsorship. It is not the first time she has won the award.  

This year was the 20th time the event had been held after the death 
of Michael Ducksbury from bowel cancer in 2004 and the total raised 
to date, as shown on the Facebook page for the event, is a 
staggering Ã100,950. Huge congratulations to all concerned. 

The total for this year, also on this site, was shown as Ã3,640, with 
more money still coming in. All funds support the Weston Park 
(Sheffield) Cancer Charity. 

Thank you for Stamps from Sandra  

A big THANK YOU to all my 
stamp collectors for Bransby 
Horses. I have sent off a large 
bag of stamps.   

Once again thank you and keep collecting.............. 

New collectors are very welcome at any time. Just trim off any 
postage stamps with a good margin and pass them to me, Jean 
Hennell in Laxton or Joy in Egmanton. 

Sandra 



 

 

лмттт птнуур ƻǊ 

лтффф рнуофт 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ tŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ 

ƻǊ 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ 

ƎǊŀƘŀƳƭŀǳƎƘǘƻƴрлϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

If you would like to help Bransby 
Horses, please save stamps from 
your mail. Cut them off with about 
1cm all around and pass to 
Sandra Clarke who collects them 

for Bransby. You can also pass to Jean in Laxton or Joy in Egmanton. 

Laxton Own Report  

This has been a good year for Owls  in Laxton.  
5 baby tawny owls fledged in two of our owl 
boxes and more than 5 barn owl chicks were 
produced out of 3 boxes. One box was on 
Corner Farm and the young kept Amanda and 
Mark Hennell awake calling for more food. 

In one of the other barn owl boxes, the two 
young were heavier than their parents, 
showing that the food supply of voles and mice was plentiful.  They 
will have to go on a diet before they will be light enough to fly and 
catch prey by themselves. 

The supply of mice and voles is a credit to the Laxton farmers who 
have many acres of permanent grass, grass margins and fallows 
which the owls use to hunt their prey. Well done everyone. 

Here in north Nottinghamshire it has generally not been a good 
season for the owls and many boxes have failed, owing to a shortage 
of prey. If this occurs the adults will eat their babies to survive. 

Mike Jackson 


