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As the Open 
Field goes to 
press, we 
have just 
received the 
news that the 
Archdeacon 
will be 
interviewing a 
candidate on 
23rd March 
to take up the 
position of a 
House for 
Duty Priest 
for our group 
of parishes. 

We can only hope this is successful, and it’s good news for us all. 
We have been most grateful to our regular priest, Margaret from 
Bilsthorpe. Although retired, she works three weekends a month in 
our group. We are grateful also to Father David and the Rev. 
Vaughan, and Heather, our Lay Reader, who has been a great help. 
With nine churches to cover it’s a job trying to get a vicar for 
everyone to have services as well as baptisms, weddings and 
funerals. Hopefully this will help to solve the problem as it will be 
another person in the team and someone to have control. 

‘House for Duty Vicar’ means the person will work three days a week 
and that covers the rent of one of the Deanery vicarages, if they 
choose to live in one. 

Now we have to wait and see what happens. Hopefully it is good 
news. If this is successful, then we will probably have a different 
monthly rota because it will be organised by the new person and not 
from the Deanery office at Southwell. We also don’t know when the 
official starting date might be because of the legal formalities.  

Brenda 

Churchwarden 

A Message From  Our Churchwarden 



Birth Congratulations - Eloise Felicity 

We are pleased to announce the birth of Eloise Felicity Harrison. She 
is a second daughter for Sam and Sophie and a sister for Beatrice who 
is now 18 months old. 

Eloise was born on Monday 20th Feb at midday exactly, weighing 
7lb1oz. Soph and Eloise are both doing very well now.  

Sympathy goes to Simon Hill and his family on the loss of his mother, 
Barbara, at the end of February. 

Barbara lived at Barnby, but was a regular attender at Moorhouse and 
Laxton churches and our annual Garden Fêtes and other events. 

Sympathy 

We were sorry to hear of the passing of David Bartle of Newark. David 
died on 2nd February 2023 at the age of 81.  

He leaves his wife, Audrey; two daughters, Sady Bartle and Kirstie 
Butler and also two grandsons, Samuel and Matthew Butler. 

David lived for many years at School Farm, Laxton with his parents Bill 
and Olive Bartle and sister Cynthia Bartle. 

He worked for many years in the signal box at Newark Castle Crossing 
and also for over forty years for the Newark Ambulance Service. 

David’s funeral took place at Sherwood Crematorium on Tuesday 21st 
February 2023. 

Sympathy - David Bartle 

Congratulations to John and Sue S, who celebrate their golden 
wedding anniversary in April. 

We hope you have a great day reflecting on all the good  memories 
and making new ones. 

Congratulations - Golden Wedding 



Get Well Wishes 

We send best wishes for a speedy recovery and to anyone who is 
unwell at the present time. Our thoughts are also with those awaiting 
hospital admission, 

We are always pleased to share good wishes for anyone who is 
unwell, but we do need to know that they consent to their names 
being published please. 

Flower Festival 

Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd April 

10 am to 5 pm both days. 
 

As we advertised in Open Field last month, we are holding a Flower 
Festival in church on the 22nd and 23rd of April to try to raise some 
funds for the upkeep of our lovely old church. 

We must say thank you to those businesses, organisations, groups 
and individuals who have already offered their support with offers of 
flower arrangements, flowers or monetary donations. 

If anyone else feels they would like to offer anything or possibly some 
flowers in memory of a loved one, please let us know. As we said last 
month, we want our lovely old church to look splendid over the 
weekend. 

If any people new to the village have not been in our church before, 
we would love you to just come and have a look round and take in the 
history. Maybe you will see some familiar 
faces from the recent Coffee Morning and 
there will be long standing villagers there to 
tell you about the church if you are interested 
to know more. 

We will also be serving tea and cakes and 
would be grateful for any offers of 
refreshments. I know we have got some 
good bakers in the village. Hopefully we will 
have plenty of visitors over the weekend.  

Brenda 



G.D. HALL LTD 
(Independent Funeral Directors) 

Newark Road 
TUXFORD, Newark 
Nottinghamshire  
NG22 0NA 
 
Tel.  01777 872929               

13 Bridgegate 
Retford 

Nottinghamshire 
DN22 6AE 

 
Tel: 01777 701222 

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk   Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk 

Private chapel of rest 
24 hour service 

Golden Charter pre-payment plans available 
SAIF Approved 

Personal Visits to your home 
Mobile 0797 257 6020 

Deliveries now subject to a £1 charge. 



Laxton WI 

are holding a 

Fashion Show & Clothes Show 

by SOS clothing company 

Laxton Village Hall 

Wednesday 24
th 

May 2023. 

Tickets £6 inc light refreshments 

7 pm refreshments for a prompt 

7:30 pm start of show. 

Tickets from: 

Brenda  Noble 01777 870541 or 

Margaret Palmer 07826 429987 (evenings) 

St Michael the Archangel Church, Laxton 

presents 

A Spring Flower Festival 

Saturday 22nd April 

Sunday 23rd April 

10 am - 5 pm, Admission £2 

Everyone welcome 

Refreshments available 





We were very grateful to David Ives for coming at 
relatively short notice when our booked speaker, Paul 
Everson, had to reschedule. David helpfully agreed to come and with 
his talk about ‘Bomber Command in 1943 and the Wellow Crash’. 

It was a fascinating evening in which we learned that the crash of a 
Wellington bomber from Ossington was the first of a plane from that 
airfield. The last crash from there was at Laxton, and it is marked by 
memorials at the road side on Moorhouse Road and in the church. 

The pilot of the fated plane David spoke about was a 20 year old with 
just 17 hours flying experience in the Wellington. He would have been 
trying to turn the plane, whose right engine was failing, but turned in 
towards the failing engine, when he should have turned the other 
way. Many accidents and fatalities arose from the inexperience of the 
people involved at all levels of the air operations. 

David had undertaken considerable research into all aspects of the 
crash. He took the story of one of the young men killed as a route to 
telling about how the pilots were trained and supplied to the bases to 
fly missions over Germany. He explored the background of some of 
the people making the strategic decisions and the tactics employed. 

David began with an interesting discussion, illustrated in various 
ways, about believing what you are told. It is easy to spot 
misinformation if you know the facts, but if you don’t, you have no 
reason to disbelieve what you are hearing from ‘an expert’. 

During the History Group’s own research and the work Joan and 
Roger Cottee did with local schools on our behalf through the Michael 
Wood Award, we were at pains to find first hand evidence. Artefacts 
from the event, contemporary reports or letters or eye witness reports 
are always preferred to something handed down. 

Our next meeting, on April 19th, will be our 125th and it coincides with 
our AGM. We will follow the business with social time where cheese 
and biscuits and cake will be available. Everyone is welcome, and 
attendance at the event marks the start of our new membership year. 
There is no membership fee, and you are automatically included if 
you join us at any time. We would love to see some new villagers 
coming along. On this occasion there will be time to chat and ask 
some of those questions you may have been storing up since you 
arrived. 

Our next speaker will be an old friend, John Whitfield, who will be with 
us on May 17th, will speak about ‘The Controversial Mountbattens’. 

Laxton History Group 



Congratulations to everyone 
celebrating a birthday, 
anniversary or other special event 
this month.  

We would love to give a mention to 
anyone who is celebrating, so 
please send in details with dates in 
good time for the right month.  

The birthday roll of honour for this 

month is: Margaret S, Johnny G, 

Brenda C, Roy H, Cath M, Jean M, 

Joyce S, Christine R, Andrew H, 

Roger B, Joan C, Paul C, Tara P, 

Jennifer J, Margaret S (95), John O 

and Derek S. 

We wish a happy anniversary to 

Richard & Diane  and John & 

Sue and anyone celebrating 

this month. 

If you are celebrating please accept 
best wishes. If you are aware that 
we have missed someone, please let 
us know so that we can 
congratulate them. 

APRIL congratulations 



Publishing Full Names in Open Field 

The editorial team know that many readers share our frustration at not 
being able to print full names in the magazine. This article is prompted 
by Helen Sheard’s item about the Coffee Morning, which she sent in 
with surnames of all involved. She explained how it made it difficult for 
her, as a newcomer, to know who the item she was reading referred 
to or to find those people should she need to. 

When the laws on personal information changed a few years ago, the 
Diocese took advice on the use of full names in prayer requests, 
prayer lists for the sick and other items of church news. The then  
vicar, Zoe Burton, told us that we should not use the full name of  
anyone who had not given explicit permission for that to happen. 

The magazine is run under the auspices of the church and so we are 
obliged to follow their guidance. In line with this, surnames have been 
removed from Helen’s article for people who have not told us we may 
use them. 

If you are happy for your name to be included in full in this publication 
and in the on-line version, please let Jean Hennell  or Joy Allison 
know. We have started a list of people we may name and would like 
to be able to add you to it. If there are circumstances in which you do 
not want to be named in full, please let us  know that too. Obviously 
the more permissions we get, the fewer frustrating ‘Jim X’ references 
we will have. 

Thank you 

Jean & Joy 

Coffee Morning Thanks 

From Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council 

The coffee morning on 11/3/23 was a huge success and many thanks 
go to Helen Sheard for all the organising. 

It was so successful that another is already planned for SATURDAY 
15th April 10-12 so please come along and meet everyone again! 

Best Wishes 

Michael Manning 



Community Coffee Morning 

May I convey on behalf of 
my fellow organisers, 
(Lesley Booth, Joan 
Cottee and Karen S) our 
heartfelt thanks to all the 
individuals who attended 
our first Laxton and 
Moorhouse community 
coffee morning on 
Saturday 11th March 2023. 
The collective generosity 
of those who joined us on 

the 11th was amazing, we 
raised £300 (less 
expenses) towards village 
events, societies, clubs 
and charity.  

We were joined by around 
100 people. The room was 
buzzing with chatter as we 
supped on tea, coffee and 

enjoyed delicious 
homemade cakes 
(kindly donated by 
Lesley Booth, Janet 
Cooke, Lynne H, 
Duncan & Sarah L, 
Karen S and Steph 
T.) May I also thank 
Di & Mike J for 
allowing me to 
publicise our event 
on the side of their 
roadside barn. 



Thanks also go to Roger 
Cottee, Amanda H, 
Margaret P, Dave and 
Angelina Sheard and 
Joyce S for their sterling 
work both ‘front of house’ 
and in the kitchen.  

Both long established 
villagers and friends met 
new residents; such as 
David and I, who have 
moved to this beautiful 
village in the last few 
years. Many remarked upon the manner in which the Covid pandemic 
had frustrated their efforts to integrate or keep in regular touch with the 

wider community. Hopefully 
these events and others 
organised by the various 
village groups such as the 
Parish Council, History 
Group, WI, the 
congregation of St Michael 
the Archangel and village 
sports teams will see us all 
get to know and support 
one another more and 
more.   

We look forward to seeing 

you again, or indeed for 
the first time, on 
Saturday the 15th April 
2023 10-12 noon in the 
Village Hall.  

Don’t be shy, come in 
and see us! Once again 
any donations of cake 
on the day or offers of 
help would be greatly 
appreciated in order to 
spread the load moving 
forward. 



Please note that the closing date for swapping our your old style 
stamps for the bar coded versions is now 31st July. 

You may also like to stock up on new ones in advance of the price 
rise, which comes into effect on 3rd April 2023. You do not have long 
to act if you are reading this! 

The new prices for the most common stamps will be £1.10 for first 
class, a rise of 15p and 75p for second class, up by 7p. This is the first 
time that the £1 barrier has been broken for a stamp to send a simple, 
basic size and weight first class letter. 

News About Postage Stamps 

As an opening event for the Coronation weekend, on Friday 5th May 
at 7:30pm we are holding a folk music evening with the Scratchy 
Beard Quartet.   

They play a variety of upbeat music - gypsy jazz, Celtic folk, story 
telling and rootsy blues. There will be a bar and snack food available.   

Tickets should be purchased through our website ‘Events’ page. 

Our next Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 8th April, 10 - 12. All 
welcome. 

Egmanton Upcoming Event 

Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council 

Elections 4/5/23 

Just a quick reminder of the Parish and District elections taking place 
on 4/5/23. Anyone living in the Parish can stand and I have a number 
of printed Nomination Packs available, please let me know if you 
would be interested. 

Completed Nomination Forms have to be returned to Newark Council 

by hand no later that 4/4/23. 

Best wishes 

Michael  



This is by way of an enormous thank you to Helen and 
Dave Sheard. They organised a truly wonderful and very 

successful 
Village Coffee 
Morning. It was a delight to 
see both young, (so young 
some were our newest 
babies in the village), and 
our more senior citizens all 
joining in and talking to 
each other. It was a great 
turn out. Helen and Dave, 
not only had the vision to 
see what needed to be 
done to bring our village 
together, but they had the 

energy and commitment to carry it out. Thank you both from all of us. 

The cakes, provided by villagers, were superb and, as ever, the 
kitchen volunteers did a cracking job, serving coffee, tea and cake 
and washing up afterwards. A big thank you to everyone who helped 
and everyone who gave. 

It was so good to see our 
village hall being used as it is 
meant to be, as a facility for 
the whole village, that was our 
purpose in the renovation of 
the hall, and now it’s being 
used again as it was before 
lock-down and before the 
renovations began; village 
groups meet there regularly, 
training takes place there, 
children’s parties and adult 
parties. Everyone is welcome 
to book it for a special occasion. It is yours to use. 

The one activity which will stick in my mind, and which summed up 
the atmosphere of the coffee morning and the good will of the 
villagers, was the cleaning of the hall at the end. Volunteers wiped 

Village Hall News 



Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

 Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

 Oil tank installation & pipework 

 Bathroom installation 

 Sealed hot water systems 

 Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com 

Tel: 07854 069529    
OFTEC registered 

Advertising in ‘Open Field’ 
Standard 1/6 page box: £30 p.a.(colour)  £15 p.a.(B&W).  
Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. £45 p.a. for 1/2 page (B&W)  

Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or  
call 01777 871506 for details and info on web pages / links. 



The Walks of Life Museum 

33 Lincoln Road Tuxford 

Invite you to their 

Craft Fair 

sell YOUR crafts on our carts in the barn, £10 a stall 

Monthly on the first Saturday of the month: 

1
st
 April 10am - 2pm 

Museum open until 4pm, coffee and tea available 

Support your local craft workers and the museum 

Stall holders need to book a stall in advance 

Contact Diane 01777 872776 

email dianehunt08@btinternet.com 

window ledges, hoovered 
throughout, thoroughly 
cleaned the kitchen and toilets 
and even washed the indoor 
windows! Never has the hall 
had such a thorough spring 
clean! If anyone is in need of a 
real clean up, can I suggest 
they contact Helen Sheard 
and Karen Sanford, whom I 
am told may be willing to hire 
out their wonderful husbands 

for spring cleaning duties. Sorry 
Dave and Richard! 

Thank you again everyone who 
helped Helen and Dave realise 
their vision of a whole village get 
together, it certainly worked. 

Joan Cottee,  

on behalf of the Village Hall 
Trustees. 



We are grateful to Diane Hunt for forwarding this item and hope to 
receive more in the future. 

 

The Walks of Life Museum was very grateful to Mr Whitlam for 
donating the Tuxford railway sign. This instigated research by 
Elizabeth Szarelise, and the production of a timeline display alongside 
the railway carts.  

Thanks also to Tuxford goods yard who have given us a collection of 
images on a memory stick. This will be unveiled on Thursday 6th April  
at 2 pm. We would love you to join us and share your railway stories 
especially if you or your family worked on the railways. Celebrate with 
tea and cakes. 

The museum will be open on Good Friday 7th April and Easter 
Saturday. Look out for the chickens and eggs round the museum. 
Visit and enter the draw to win an Easter egg. If the weather is fine it 
will be a good chance for the little ones to race around the field with 
the hobby horses and look at in our stables. 

The Museums of Tuxford 



The Museum of the Horse has a racing department. The first 
meeting of the flat racing season is held at Doncaster.  

The famous jockey Pat Eddery (1952 -2015 ) was born in Ireland, the 
son of a jockey and his mother was the daughter of a jockey. His 
greatest wish was to win the Derby. He won three and rode 4,632 
winners in England and all over the world. He was Champion Jockey 11 
times. We are lucky enough to have his boots, britches, whip and 
saddle. 

The life of a jockey is hard, constantly having to watch your weight and 
often going to more than one racecourse in a day. Sadly he suffered 
from alcoholism and died aged 63 of a heart attack . 

Do call in at the museum and explore how many different aspects of 
your history and life today are influenced by horses. 

The walks of life museum is holding craft fairs on the first Saturday of 
each month. On 4th, May Election Day, the Lincoln Road Polling station 
will be at the museum. We will also have a cake stall, fruit, vegetables 
plants and a craft stall on site as well as the museum being open. Do 
come and join us whether you are voting here or somewhere else. We 
will be very pleased to see you. 



  

 APRIL SERVICES IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES  
 

 HC = Holy Communion EP = Evening Prayer MP = Morning Prayer 

Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All WS = Word Service 
 
 

2nd April   Palm Sunday 

10:30am Laxton HC    Rev Margaret  

10.30am Kirton HC   Father James 

4pm  Wellow EP   Heather B  

 

6th April    Maundy Thursday 

7pm Eakring HC   Rev Margaret 

 

7th April    Good Friday - Stations of the Cross 

12 noon Kirton    Father David 

 

9th April     Easter Sunday 

9.00am Egmanton HC   Father David tbc 

10.30am Kirton HC   Father David 

10.00am Walesby HC   Rev Vaughan 

10.30am Wellow MP   Heather B 

 

16th April - No Services 

12 noon Laxton Baptism 

 

22nd  Laxton Flower Festival 

23rd Laxton No Services Flower Festival  

 

30th April - No Services 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
2023 

April 

Weds 12th WI 

Sat 15th Coffee Morning in VH 

Weds 19th History Group 

22nd & 23rd April Flower Festival 

 

Forward Planning 

Sat 6th May Coronation Party at The Dovecote 

Sat 13th May Nottinghamshire ‘Hands On Heritage Day’ 

Sat 13th May Nottinghamshire County Show, Newark 

Weds 24th May WI Fashion Show 

Mon 31st July New last date to use non bar coded stamps 

Sat 30th Sept Southwell Ploughing Match, South Muskham 

 

Regular Events: 

Parish Council  4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,  

 September and November  

 

Copy Date for MAY 2023 edition:  
12 noon, 16th APRIL 2023 

 

Please let us have your contributions in good time.  We do what we 
can to include last minute items, but it is not always possible. Late 
arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & GATES FOR HOME 

& BUSINESS 

GENERAL BLACKSMITHING 

IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING 

Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 

07849747500 
robpalingboilerservices@ 

yahoo.com 
 Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 

 Oil Boiler installation and 
      commissioning  

 Oil Tank Installation 

 Emergency Call Outs 

 Fully Insured 

 Oftec Registered 

 

 

01777 472885 or 

07999 528397 

Quality Paintings 

or Drawings 

grahamlaughton50@gmail.com 

mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


Laxton WI  

Members were welcomed to the meeting on what 
was a not very nice evening with the cold and snow. 

The business part of the evening started with an invitation to East 
Markham WI’s birthday party in March. Sue and Margaret accepted 
the invitation.  

Our Annual Spring Council Meeting will be held on the 25th March at 
Southwell Minster School.  The County Federation hope that by 
having it on a Saturday and at Southwell, it will be more convenient 
for people. Southwell falls in the middle of the county. Everton is at 
the top of the north end and Normanton-on-Soar is the furthest 
south. 

The speakers are Tom Kerrs, whose subject is ‘The Moon and You’ 
and Andrea Beddows, from the wool and well-being farming charity. 

We have sent our annual donation to the ACWW (associated country 
women of the world.) 

Unfortunately, at this meeting, we were to have a PowerPoint 
presentation called ‘Masters of Mirth’, but our speaker Mike Storr 
had been giving a presentation in the afternoon and his projector had 
decided to die on him, so we had a talk instead.  

Mike told us about Old Music Hall stars and their sayings. This 
varied from some really old ones, which most of us could remember, 
like Rob Walton and Stanley Holloway to more recent ones, finishing 
with the poet, Pam Ayres. He recited some of her poems to us, and 
he has got her voice off perfectly.  

We all ended up with a good laugh, as we’ve used poems like these 
in a lot of the pantos that we used to do. The one about Albert and 
the Lion, associated with Stanley Holloway, was a favourite. I bet a 
lot of people can remember ‘There’s A Hole In My Bucket’. Most of 
us can probably still remember the words to it. 

Plans were made for a fundraising Fashion Show on Wednesday 
24th May. Thank you to Margaret P for organising this for us. 

Our next meeting is on April 12th and will be our AGM which will be 
followed by a light supper.  

 



Recent Bonus Ball Winners 

We have various numbers available. Here is the  up to date list of the 

spare numbers: 7,11,13,20,26,32,34,35,37,38,40,41,44,51,52,53,57, 

and 59. Please contact me on 870844.  

Thank you.  

Michael Manning 

18/2/23 29 Lucille M 

25/2/23 35 ROLLOVER 

4/3/23 07 ROLLOVER 

11/3/23 49 Joan and Roger 



 

Kitchen & Furniture Refurbishments 

We Spray: 

Kitchens, Free-Standing Furniture,  

Fitted Furniture, Wood, MDF & Paint Grade Vinyl 

25 Years Experience 

07999 489624 

Contact: 

Our Email: 

Find us on Facebook: 

Darren 

scopesprayservices@gmail.com 

Scope Spray Services 

VINCE DODD 

SERVICE & MOT  

Sutton-on-Trent  

MOT Testing  

 01636 821200  

 Servicing 

 Tyres  

 Repairs 

 Air Con  



Our Dementia Choir with Vicky McClure 
Saturday 3 June, 7.30pm, Southwell Minster 

Tickets for this event are now on sale. 
 

‘Our Dementia Choir’ began as part of a documentary created for 
BBC1 in 2018, formed by BAFTA award-winning and 

local actress, Vicky McClure. Their recent series – the third one 
for the choir – ‘Our Dementia Choir Sings Again’ was aired on 

BBC1 in October 2022. 

The choir has had such an immeasurably positive effect that it’s 
members continue to meet and has become a registered charity in its 
own right, supporting people in the Nottinghamshire area who are 
living with dementia. 

Under the charity management of Karen Bonser, the charity team of 
supporters and volunteers, together with the exceptional musical 
leadership of Mark De-Lisser and Daniela Smith, the choir has 
continued to meet and sing and showcase exceptional performances 
in a variety of ways! Their biggest audience to date was singing at 
Splendour Festival to 24,000 people in the Summer of 2022. 

The Choir aims to support venues and charities across the county 
and have partnered with Southwell Minster for this amazing summer 
event! It is sure to be an emotional performance as the Choir 
performs with local school children from across the county, as well as 
other guests! 

When you see the choir sing – you will be exposed to a range of 
emotions – joy, sadness, laughter, excitement, amazement – and 
more often than not you will have no choice but to get up and sing 
along! 

You’ve probably seen them on TV, now see them live at this special 
concert! Depending on Vicky's filming schedule, she may make an 
appearance too! 

This is one event not to miss! 

Saturday 3 June 
Doors 6.45pm 
Starts 7.30pm 

Tickets available from The Cathedral Shop (in person or on: 
 01636 812933) or online on the minster web site 
  



Milton Mausoleum  

SATURDAY 13th MAY  

A UNIQUE EVENT!     

THE FRIENDS DO EUROVISION! 

At East Markham Village Hall 
from 7pm 

We will be joining the Eurovision Song 
Contest by live link to the programme for 
a social evening with food, bar and 

excellent Grand Prize Draw. We are networking with the Ukrainian 
Community who have settled in our local area.  Ukraine won the event 
last year but of course cannot host this year.  Come along and share a 
special evening.  

Buffet included in the ticket price of £12.50 (11yrs & under £10). 

Get your ticket now to avoid disappointment! Contact: 
Victoria 07866 416269 – Jenny 07791 527569 – Bobby 01777 870300 

 

Sun 30th April Friends Lunch at the West Retford Hotel, North Road, 
Retford  Menu on request – 2 courses £20 per person       
Speaker & Raffle. For lunch bookings and menu 
choices contact:  
Gillian 01777 248310 / Bobby 01777 870300. 

Sat 22nd April or Sat 29th April  

 A History Walk & Talk: Milton & West Markham by  
Pilgrims & Prophets.  Meet at Milton Mausoleum 10am 
until 12.30 approx.  £8.50 per head includes 
contributions to Churches Conservation Trust and West 
Markham Church. Walking distance approx. 2-3 miles 

Sun 14th May The first of our Sunday openings 2pm – 4pm with our 
volunteer guides. 

 

Leading local historian and author Adrian Gray leads a walk full of 
interesting facts and landmarks.  Please contact directly  

talksandtours@gmail.com or phone Maggy on 07950 167821 for 
more information and bookings. 

mailto:talksandtours@gmail.com


Laxton  & Moorhouse Parish Council, 

Draft Minutes of the meeting on 24/1/23 

Present: Councillors: S. Hill (chair), R. Hennell, M. Hennell, J. Hill  
S. Rose 
     
In attendance at parish council meeting 
C. Wilson (Clerk), Members of the public (x2) 

1. Apologies for absence: Apologies were received and 
accepted from Mr Manning and Mr Godson. Apologies from Mr 
Pringle and Mrs Michael were also noted. Mr S Hill chaired the 
meeting in Mr Manning’s absence.  

2. Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of 
interest, direct or indirect, in any items of business on the 
agenda.  

3. Dispensations: None required.  
4. 10 Minutes public speaking: A resident was pleased at the 

progress made at Bar Farmhouse. 
Concern was expressed at the ongoing poor condition of the 
roads in the parish. The clerk will raise the issue of cars parking 
on the verge at Mill Field with Mr Pringle. 
Councillors were asked to consider endorsing a new community 
network proposal to be made up of like minded people to 
undertake small jobs around the village. Expressions of interest 
are to be sought through the Open Field. After discussion, 
councillors agreed that they were happy to support the proposal 
and to take it forward under their auspices as the lead 
organisation provided the council had the final authority in 
relation to any decisions. Councillors emphasised their 
expectation that full risk assessments would be carried out for all 
activities. The clerk will confirm that the group’s activities will be 
covered under its insurance policy with Zurich, the council’s 
insurers. “Community Network” to be a standard agenda item 
going forward.  

5. Thoresby Estate report (if any): Councillors noted that a 
representative had still not been appointed.  

6. Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 22 
November 2022: The minutes of the Parish Council meetings 
held on 22 November 2022 were agreed as a true record and 
signed by the chair, subject to the amendment of LMPC/109 
(g)/22 to refer to £300 instead of £00 and the date of the next 
meeting to 24 January 2023.  



7. Matters arising: There were no matters arising which were 
not otherwise on the agenda.  

8. Reports from district and county councillors: None present.  
9. Reports from councillors: Mr Rose reported on a meeting 

between the Visitor Centre trustees and Mr Pierrepont to discuss 
ideas for the Visitor Centre. These had included a suggested 
location for a new classroom together with discussion of the bus 
parking, funding and staffing implications. 
It was also reported that the pavement outside Smithy Farm is 
being obstructed by grass growing over the pavement. This is 
narrowing the pavement and creating a slippery and hazardous 
surface. The clerk will report the issue to NCC. 
Mr S Hill reported that the next SNG meeting was on 26 January 
2023 and asked councillors to let him know of any incidents or 
issues to be raised. 

10. 2023 election - Publicity: The information circulated by the 
clerk were noted. The clerk will forward the information to the 
Open Field editor.  

11. Property matters including sports field and Glebe Field 
matters (if any): The fence to go round the tree is ready.  

12. Planning matters: 
a. Applications: None 
b. To note planning decisions by NSDC: None 
c. Compliance: No matters raised  

13. Defibrillator inspection report: Mr J Hill reported that one 
set of pads would expire in March 2023. The clerk will place an 
order. Councillors confirmed approval of a payment in advance if 
required. Mr J Hill confirmed that the defibrillator had been 
inspected and there were otherwise no issues.  

14. Archive of parish records: Councillors noted the research 
undertaken by the chair into the storage facilities available. The 
clerk will make detailed enquiries of NCC.  

15. Village environment and appearance, including Bar 
Farmhouse:  
a. Bar Farmhouse Councillors noted that the works 

appeared to have been completed although the scaffolding is 
still in situ. It was also noted that the property had not been 
restored to its previous condition and two skylights had been 
removed. Councillors were pleased that the property is now 
watertight. They thanked Mrs Michael for her efforts in 
relation to Bar Farmhouse and asked the clerk to request an 
update from Mrs Michael. 

b. Parish roads and pavements: The clerk will contact Mr 
Pringle to request his support in relation to water overflowing 
from the ditch from Copthorne Lane to East Park Corner and 



running down the road creating a slippery surface and 
damaging the road. This has been reported previously but 
Highways did not appear to regard it as an issue. She will also 
raise the issue of the poor condition of the road past the 
church. 

c. Fly tipping: Councillors were pleased that it had been 
confirmed that fly tipping on common land was an NSDC 
responsibility. 

d. Bench for Moorhouse: Mr S Hill confirmed that this was 
ongoing. 

e. 2022 Christmas celebrations – Report: Councillors were 
pleased that the celebrations had again gone well and 
unanimously approved an additional payment of £66 for 
decorations. Mr J Hill did not participate in that decision. 
Councillors also noted that there had been expenditure on 
further Christmas lights in the sum of £192.75 but will await 
the associated invoice before approving any payment. 

f. NottsBus On Demand: Councillors noted a report of 
difficulties which had been encountered travelling between 
Ollerton and Laxton. Councillors asked the clerk to let Mr 
Pringle know that the service was not meeting residents’ 
needs and to invite the relevant NCC officers to the next 
parish council meeting. 

g. Councillors discussed the coronation and agreed that the 
parish should hold a street party on the sports field to mark the 
occasion. They unanimously decided that the parish council 
should set up a Coronation Committee on the same basis as 
the Jubilee Committee. 

h. Mr S Hill, Mr J Hill and Mr M Hennell were formally appointed 
as the parish council’s representatives on the Parish Council 
Coronation Committee.  

16. Financial matters: 
a. Financial position as at 31 December 2022: Councillors 

considered and noted the clerk’s report showing the precise 
financial position at 31 December 2022 (incorporating the 
2022-23 budget figures). The chair verified the stated 
balances against bank statements. 

b. Lost cheque – Cancellation and replacement: Councillors 
formally discussed the cheque lost by a payee emphasising 
that the payment was from public funds. With this in view, they 
unanimously agreed to issue a replacement but only after the 
cheque had been stopped by the bank. They also decided that 
the bank’s charge should be deducted from the amount of the 
replacement. 



c. 2023 – 24 insurance arrangements: Councillors considered 
the schedule of insured assets taking account of the schedule of 
fixed assets. They agreed that the following additional assets 
ought also to be covered under the above policy: 

 

a. 5 benches - replacement value £400 each 
b. 5 dog bins - Replacement value £180 each 
c. Pinfold furniture - Estimated valued £1000 
d. Wellington bomber memorial - Estimated valued £500 

The clerk will inform Zurich. Councillors unanimously 
approved the 2023-24 insurance arrangements subject to 
the above amendment. 

 

d. Accounts for payment: Councillors unanimously approved 
eleven payments totalling £2,356.94 including a donation in the 
sum of £60 to Kneesall School Choir. They decided that payment 
for the Christmas house prizes should be deferred to the next 
meeting pending provision of an amount and invoice.  

e. Community Infrastructure Levy - £1,178.89 – Proposals for 
use: Councillors will consider how the funds might 
appropriately be applied. 

f. To consider the financial information provided by the Clerk 
and NSDC’s letter regarding 2023/24 precept estimates and 
to agree the precept for the year ending 31 March 2024: 
Councillors considered the financial information provided by the 
clerk. They noted the level of reserves, recognising that these 
were at a level which provided scope for investment on the parish 
environment. Councillors unanimously decided to retain the 
precept at £4600. 

g. Lady Rozelle donation: Update awaited at March 2023 
meeting when Mr Manning will be present. 

h. Change of banking provider: Councillors discussed the 
market and issues with ID procedures and agreed that there 
appeared to be little viable alternative to the current provider.  

 
17. Service faults: The clerk will report lamppost number 18. 

18. Correspondence: All items of correspondence noted.  

19. 5 minutes public speaking time: Nothing raised. 

20. Agenda items for next meeting: See above  

21. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 28 March 2023 in the Visitor Centre 



 

“FEET FIRST” 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 

supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 

burners & liners. Certificate 
issued. 

 
No Mess & fully insured 

Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

Sherwood Forest 
Rotary 

Supporting the Local 
Community 

 

07711 802683 
Meeting every 2nd 

Wednesday at 
Ollerton House Hotel 

 

Visitors always welcome 

www.rotary.org/1220 



Mike Maloney Butchers & Bakers 

The Country Victualler Pod Shop 

 Senior Citizens’ Discounts on Wednesday,  

Fill your freezer with tasty treats, packed and labelled 

Click & Collect, Special offers daily 

FREE PARKING 

 

Opening Hours: 

Tues - Fri 9am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 1.30pm 

 01777 874700  

thecountryvictualler.co.uk 

Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh 

Ark Angel - As I Walked Out ... 

This outstanding duo (violin, guitar and voice) follow the journey of 
Laurie Lee (Cider with Rosie) walking from rural England to Spain.  
Playing music and discussing his life they bring his epic journey to life. 

 

In St Laurence’s church Norwell on Friday 28 April at 7.30pm 

Tickets £10, contact Elizabeth: 
 (01636 636 365 or emjones.norwell@btinternet.com) 

‘Appropriate’  refreshments included 

Wine, cider and soft drinks will be on sale. 

This is a fund-raising event for the church. 



HILLCREST: Gardening Centre 

Everything for your garden: 

Open from 9am, closed Tues & Weds 

(for more details see web site) 

Tel: 07543 140 834 
 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 

We are at the top of Laxton Hill, Egmanton 

 Fertiliser 

 Compost 

 Seeds & bulbs 

 Shrubs & trees 

 Bedding plants 

 Hanging baskets 

 Giftware 

 Fruit & Veg 

HILLCREST: Equestrian Services 

 Full livery 

 Breaking 

 School livery 

 Rehab stabling 

 Holiday livery 

 Selling livery 

 Riding lessons 

 Secure 

 CCTV 

 BHS Regd. 

 Qualified instructor 

 Fully insured 

 Resident on site 
with stables 

Please phone or see web site  

for further information 

Tel: 07359 244758 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 



The producer of the parish  magazine in Kneesall has asked us to 
share these adverts which Kneesall School have out at present.  

Free School Nursery places for 3 year olds, from September 
2023 

At Kneesall C of E Primary School children will learn in a safe, fun 
and stimulating environment with the skill and expertise of a qualified 
teacher and teaching assistant.  

We offer fully funded, 15hr places for 3 and 4 year olds. However, 
you may also be entitled to the extended 30hr offer. Additional hours 
can also be purchased for those who do not qualify for the free 
entitlement.  

School also offers wrap-around care with our onsite breakfast and 
afterschool club. For more details and a tour of the school, please 
get in touch via the school office on 01623 861069 or 
office@kneesall.notts.sch.uk  

Midday Supervisor Vacancy 

We are looking to appoint a Midday Supervisor to join our Kneesall 
family. Ideally, this will be over 5 days, but flexible working will also 
be considered.  

If you would like to find out more about this wonderful opportunity 
please get in touch via the school office on 01623 861069 or 
office@kneesall.notts.sch.uk  

Emma Marfleet 

Head Teacher, Kneesall C of E Primary School 

School Lane 

Kneesall  

01623 861069 

Photo ID Now Needed to Vote 

Local Opportunities in Kneesall 

Don’t forget to make sure you have the right ID to 
vote next month. More details were in the  last Open 
Field 

mailto:office@kneesall.notts.sch.uk
mailto:office@kneesall.notts.sch.uk


Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Coffee Mornings 
Coffee Mornings remain 
suspended for the time 
being.  
We will let you know when 
we plan to start again. The 
rota on the inside cover will 
restart to remind hostesses 
of when their turn is 
coming round. 

Britnell Tree 

Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

Going to Church in Medieval  

Nottinghamshire 

Wednesday 10 May at 7.30pm in St Laurence’s Church, Norwell 

Professor Nicholas Orme, author of the best-selling books ‘Going to 
Church in Medieval England’ and ‘Tudor Children’ (and more) will be 
giving a talk which will bring to life what happened in our parish 
churches in the past.  

This is open to everyone. 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


 

 

Citizens Advice Sherwood & Newark 
offers some advice on using ‘Buy 

Now Pay Later’. 

Everything seems to be getting more 
expensive, so it’s sensible to be thinking 

about how you can manage your money. There are lots of things you can 
do to try and stay in control of your money.  

While it can be tempting to split payments with schemes like Buy Now 
Pay Later (BNPL), you’ll need a plan to pay the money back. If you're 
using something like that repeatedly, you might be managing for now, but 
it could also be a sign that it's unaffordable in the long run. Keep a record 
of how much you owe in total.  

Always make sure you understand what you’re signing up for, how you’ll 
make the repayments and what will happen if you can’t pay on time. It’s 
important to check the returns process for both the retailer and credit 
provider. Paying through BNPL may also affect the cost of postage 
returns if you’ve ordered online. The riskiest thing about it is that you’re 
not guaranteed to be protected if something goes wrong. For example, 
you can’t go to the Financial Ombudsman Service if you have a 
complaint.  

Work out exactly what money you have coming in and going out each 
month. Be realistic about what you need for essentials like food and 
travel. You should prioritise paying your rent or mortgage, plus energy 
bills and Council Tax first, because not paying these has the most serious 
consequences. Take a look at the budgeting tool on the Citizens Advice 
website. This can help you set a budget you can stick to. You’ll also find 
tips on how to reduce your regular living costs, which might be helpful if 
you’re struggling to keep within your budget.  

If, like many during this crisis, you find you can't afford to reduce your 
debts after paying your priority bills and essentials, seek advice as soon 
as possible.  

Our advisers are here to help you find a way forward. 

Get advice via:  

Our offices 9.30-2.30,    Phone - 01623 861769 

Newark Tuesday/Thursday Castle House NG24 1BY  

Ollerton Monday/Wednesday 5 Forest Court, NG22 9PL  

RelayUK - type what you want to say: 18001 0800 144 8884  Monday
-Friday 9am-5pm. 

Chat online - www.citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us 

Website https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/sherwood-
newark/ 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us


Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details. 

 Yoga – with Karen Baker every Monday at 7.15pm.  
For  Information please contact, mobile 07399 669380   
Email karenbaker321@outlook.com  

 Pilates - Every Thursday at 5:30pm with Holly Rye.   
Contact 07415436001  Email holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk 

 Egmanton WI -  Third Thursdays in the Hall 

 Coffee Morning Sat. 8th April 10 - 12. All welcome 

All events appear on the web site - see above 

  Egmanton Village Hall 

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk  / 01777 871171 

Laxton Defibrillator 

The defibrillator in the Visitor Centre, is always accessible as neither the 
Visitor Centre door nor the cabinet housing it is locked.  

Please do remember that the defibrillator must only be used once 
authorised by a call to 999.                                            Michael Manning 

A reminder about the pot hole reporting contact details are: 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/potholes/ 

report-a-pothole 

Or ring Customer Services on 0300 500 8080 

Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council 

Bonus Balls Available 

Below is the up to date list of spare numbers available in the weekly 
draw. If anyone would like a number or an additional one please let me 
know. 

1,7,11,13,20,26,32,34,35,37,38,40,41,44,51,52,53,57, and 59  

Best Wishes 

Michael 

mailto:karenbaker321@outlook.com
mailto:holly-rye@hotmail.co.uk


Useful Contact Details 
 

Defibrillator Contacts: 

Neil Randall 01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends 

Mark Hennell   07812 908316, evenings 

Stuart Rose   07939 228353, as required 

Jeanette Geldard  07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,  

    evenings / weekends 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required 

 

Police 

Sgt 2949 Christian Hurley, Sherwood Neighbourhood Policing Team, 
     Ollerton Police Station 

PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673 

 Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

PC2548 Deborah Bakin supported by 
PCSO 8524 Richard Dunn at Southwell    07595 074292 

  

Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  

Danger to life or crime in progress     999 

Otherwise police switchboard     101 

Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)  0800 555111 
 

Medical 

Tuxford Medical Centre     01777 870203 

Sutton-on-Trent Surgery     01636 821023 

Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice  01623 703266 

Newark Hospital       01636 681681 

Bassetlaw Hospital      01909 500990 

King’s Mill Hospital      01623 622515 

Cardiac Arrest?  Say “Alexa Activate Emergency CPR” to an Alexa device  
 

Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)   01777 870381 

MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk  01636 612 837  

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk    0115 977 5661 

Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk 



 

 


