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Letter From Revd. Zoe
Dear friends
April begins this year with Easter Sunday. What does Easter mean to
you? Is there more to Easter than chocolate eggs and Easter
bunnies? Christian faith reveals that we have just travelled through
the most significant week of the year which Christians call Holy Week.
During Holy Week, Christians around the world have gathered and
accompanied Jesus through the events of his betrayal, denial, his
trial, his death on a cross, his burial in a tomb and then on the 1st
April, will celebrate his victory over darkness: death, sin and evil and
the significance of this victory for humanity and the whole of creation.
For a pilgrim journeying through the events of Holy Week, you find
that you are plunged into greater and greater depths of darkness – it
is a stark and harrowing experience; an uncomfortable and lonely
experience which brings you to the foot of the Cross and invites you
to ponder and reflect upon your own response to suffering and
injustice and to consider where God is found in all of this.
The ‘waiting’ time begins as Jesus is laid in a tomb and you are
invited to stay and share the darkness with fellow pilgrims and
discover that darkness doesn’t have the last say. Darkness yields and
in this process, the pilgrim’s spirit is raised to the heights of heaven
and the glorious light and joy of Easter. We can only begin to grasp
what Easter is in the light of the Holy Week events. You can’t have
Easter without Good Friday. Easter makes sense because of Good
Friday and why it became known as Good, as opposed to, bad Friday.
Holy Week shows us the depths of God’s love for humanity and the
whole of creation. Holy Week and Easter changed history and
transformed life forever.
Christians sometimes refer to the Easter cross as the open (or you
could say, empty) cross because Christ rose from the dead. Easter
draws our attention away from the darkness and refocuses us upon
the light and all that is associated with the light. Easter brings
renewal: renewed hope and assurance in all that God has promised.
The reality is that life teaches us that we will experience something of
the Holy Week and Easter story each day of our lives to varying
degrees, for instances: cross words which result in the breakdown of
a relationship, bearing grudges, ignoring the plight of others etc... all
the life-denying things which Christians call ‘sin’, but the Easter Story
says that sin does not have the final word and it doesn’t have to be
like this - Easter speaks of forgiveness, reconciliation, the hope of
restored relationships, new life and new beginnings. We all have

choices in how we respond to what Easter
offers.
My prayer is that you will know and experience
the truth of the Easter story and the gifts offered
through the Easter story as a lived reality in
your lives.
As we think about new beginnings - thank you
to everyone who supported me, in lots of
different ways, at my special service at Eakring
when I was formally licensed Priest in Charge to
the village churches.
A happy and blessed Easter to you all,

Rev Zoe

Congratulations Margaret
We send many congratulations to Margaret Ilott of
Moorhouse, who will be 90 years old on April 6th.
Many happy returns Margaret.

Congratulations Kenneth and Margaret
Congratulations to Kenneth and Margaret Saxelby of
Moorhouse, who were married at St Lawrence Church
Norwell on 7th April 1958.
They are celebrating with a holiday in Torquay where
they honeymooned 60 years ago.
Love and congratulations from family and friends.

Pat’s Charity Plant Stall
The plant stall outside School House will open in early May.
There will be a range of herbaceous plants followed by bedding,
vegetables, tomatoes and pots, tubs, hanging baskets.
The money collected will go to charities supported by the Inner Wheel
Club of Sherwood Forest. The primary charity this year is the Pituitary
Foundation followed by local charities.
Pat Naylor

In Memoriam - Hilda Wilson neé Bartle
1929 - 2018
Hilda was born at Laxton on December 7th 1929, the youngest of a
family of twelve children. She used to teach at Laxton Church Sunday
School.
Hilda left school at fourteen and worked at the Shop and Post Office for
Mrs Maddison until 1957, when she was married at Laxton Church to
Leslie Wilson of Weston. After the wedding they went to live at Tuxford.
They had two children, Roy, born in 1958 and Rosemarie in 1963.
Vernon, Hilda’s brother is now the only one of the twelve children still
alive. Hilda had a fall recently. She developed double pneumonia later
and died in hospital on Saturday 24th February 2018.
Jean Bartle

Church Yard Trees - Thank you
I do hope
everyone
has noticed
the
difference
in the
Church
yard. We
have had
two more
days of
pruning especially
the huge
ash tree at
the east
end of the church and the six yew trees on the north east corner of the
churchyard. It has certainly let the light in.
It is not an easy job because of all the gravestones underneath. We
even found two gravestones covered in ivy in the middle under the ash
tree. I would like to say a huge thank you to Will of Britnell Tree
services and his two lads for all their hard work. Thanks also to
George Noble, Roy Hennell, Stephen Noble, and Roy Haynes for their
help. We hope to have another day soon and then get tidied up before
the churchyard wants mowing.

Hot Cross Bun
Service
Sunday 30th March, 10.30am
Laxton Church
Everyone is welcome
Come and enjoy a cup of coffee
or tea and a hot cross bun.

Easter Sunday
Holy Communion Service
Sunday 1st April,
3.00 pm
Moorhouse Church
The service will be taken by
the Rev Phil Howson
This will be the first service after the
church being closed for the winter.

Village Hall Update
As mentioned in the update in
the magazine last month we
have submitted the
Development and Business
Plans to the Lottery and await
feedback from them.
The Chairman delivered Title
Deeds to the Hall in person to
the solicitors in Wetherby and
he will be submitting these to
the Land Registry for
registration as soon as
possible. They will keep the Deeds and make digital copies available to
all so there is no risk of them ever being misplaced in the future.
Nothing much else to report. We had a Committee meeting on 20/3/18
and a report of this will appear in next months magazine. The start date
for the work is still expected to be late summer but when we know the
exact date we will let you know.
The Quiz night on 2/3/18 had to be cancelled due to the weather and
will be rerun on FRIDAY 6/4/18.
Michael Manning

Excerpt from the Laxton, Moorhouse
and Egmanton Parish Almanack, 1894
The recent snow having given time to tick a few jobs off a long and
dusty ‘to do’ list, I have been reading the very old copies of the parish
magazine we have on loan and in the ownership of the History Group.
This snippet came to light and more will follow as space permits
Joy

Laxton Church Lands
‘It should have been announced in last year’s Almanack that after
many interviews and much correspondence with the Charity
Commissioners, the sale of the Laxton Church Lands to the Earl
Manvers was completed on 3rd May 1892. £750 was the amount paid,
and this, invested in Consols, produces a yearly income of about £21.’

Things to Do this Month
Let us know of problems with your land line telephone
Mar 28th

Rotary Final Wednesday Speaker with Meal.
South Forest Leisure Centre, 7 for 7.15pm. £11
inc. meal and quiz. Book on 01623 823866.

April 6th

Rescheduled Quiz Night VH, 7.30pm

April 11th

WI - Theatre Masks VH 7.30pm

April 12th

Coffee Morning

April 15th

Spring Fair, Idle Valley Nature Reserve

th

April 20

History Group Supper & AGM, VH, 7.00pm

April 28th

Live Jazz at Maplebeck VH, £10, Must book, see
advert near back.

May 1st

See Rattlejag Morris dance in the May at Laxton
Castle. 5.20am approx.
VH = Village Hall

VC = Visitor Centre

Coffee Morning
12th April
10.30am - 11.30am
The next coffee morning will
take place on Thursday 12th
April at Farms Cottage on the
right near the bottom of the village.
Why not come and join us? Everyone is welcome to this
informal group. You don’t have to come every month and are
welcome to pop in to enjoy some friendly, cheerful company.

Old Laxton Photos
We didn’t get any response
to our request for information
about the people in the photo
(right) in the collection
recently given to Roy
Hennell. Strangely, during
this month we have received
a small collection of photos
from someone in Thailand
who previously contacted us
8 years ago from Canada.
One of his photos is also in this set being looked into by Roy and
Jean.

The photo above has been shown to a number of people and so far
we have heard that the man with the pony is almost certainly William

George Quibell of Copthorne with wife Reeny Rebecca and daughter
Marjorie Reeny, although this was said with the comment that it is difficult to
be absolutely certain because of the hats. This makes Marjorie the ’Madge
Quibell referred to in the piece on ‘Sunday Nights’ in the February ‘Open
Field’. She was born in 1907 and went on to marry George Hennell, had
children Edward and Rosie and died at the grand old age of 94 in 2002.

Please contact Jean Hennell on 870276 if you can add anything to
this information.

Your Local Village Pub

Thursday 29th March
Gin Tasting Night
7.30pm
Start the Easter Bank Holiday in style.
Served with a selection of canapes.
£30 per person
Sunday 1st April
3 Course Easter Lunch
12.30pm - 6.30pm
A special 3 course meal on this special Sunday
£19.95 per person, £9.95 children under 12
Booking essential. Book early to reserve your preferred time.
Monday 2nd April Easter Monday Family Fun Day from 1.30pm
Fun for all the family with free Easter egg hunt
Monday 9th April
Butcher’s Block Steak Night 6pm - 9pm
Whole joints of Aberdeen Angus beef from Doncaster's’ family butchers of
Newark. 30 day dry aged on the bone, cut in the restaurant and cooked to
your liking. Prices are size dependent
Tuesday 24th April
Pie Tuesday
5.30pm - 9.00pm
One of chef’s special home made pies of your choice served with creamy
mash and inclusive of a pint or equivalent.
£13 per person
Book now for all these events.
For further information or to book a table, please call us on 01777
871586, visit the Website www.dovecoteinnlaxton.co.uk or find us on
Facebook.
All events can be booked and paid for on line using PayPal
Look forward to seeing you all soon at your local pub,
The Dovecote Inn at Laxton

Mothers’ Union
On 26th March Mother’s Union will meet at Kirton Church for the
Stations of the Cross, followed by supper at Frances’ house. Please
speak to Janet for details.
On 30th April we are having a talk from Norma Heron on ‘Angel
Gowns’. Mothers’ Union knit garments for premature babies so this
should be a very interesting talk on the wider aspect of premature
babies. The meeting takes place at Janet's house at the top of
Timothy Road. Everybody is welcome.
Laxton Mothers’ Union will be celebrating its 120th anniversary with a
special service on 24th September. More details nearer the time.
Janet

Mothering Sunday
We had a lovely service in
church for Mothering Sunday
taken by reader Joan Woods.
She read a story for the children
and then later told them the
story of how Mothering Sunday

and the posies came
about. She also told the
story about Simnel cake
and the eleven disciples.
During the service the

children made some posies for
their mothers.
Thanks to Stuart and Simon for
reading and to Janet for providing
the Simnel cake and tea.

Laxton History Group
Invite you to attend their

Historic Tasting Supper
With food celebrating the 1700s,

Friday 20th April
7.00pm for 7.30pm in the Village Hall
followed by the 2018 AGM

Tickets £7 from Jean Hennell 870276
Please bring your own drink and glasses

May Day Dawn
As we have quite a few new villagers this year it seems the right
time to print a reminder about the celebrations at Laxton castle on
May 1st.
Every year Retford’s Rattlejag Morris team meet at the castle
summit to dance as the sun rises. They take up a barrel of beer
and the means of making bacon baps for which they request a
small donation. Other than this the event is free.
You need to be at the castle behind High Street by about 5.15am.
If you don’t know the way, just follow everyone else. The event
has become quite well known over the years and up to 250
people have been known to gather on a particularly nice morning.
The sun actually rises about 5.28am and even if you have to go
to work it is a lovely sight and well worth doing.

Laxton’s Historic Open Field Farming
System - Latest News
The Visitor Centre Trust and Parish Council’s efforts to publicise the
present situation in which Laxton finds itself, facing the search for a
new Lord of the Manor, was picked up by the BBC in March. On
Wednesday 7th March, they discussed who they thought should be
interviewed and suggested Laxton people would be the best choice.
As a result they interviewed both Mike Manning and Stuart Rose to put
the perspective as Chair of the Parish Council and a member of the
farming community respectively. Stuart was asked to conduct part of
his interview in the fields and part in the Visitor Centre.
The resulting item was broadcast on East Midlands News programmes
on Thursday 8th March at 6.25 and 7.25am with a longer piece at
lunch time that day and a piece which was longer still the same
evening.
Several contacts have since been received from people who watched
the broadcasts with offers to help support the community in various
ways.
The Parish Council meeting on 27/3/18 will be discussing the matter and Sir
John Starkey will give an update on progress and activities since the public
meeting. Details in next month’s magazine.

Kirton Road Closure Notice
Notice has been received that Kirton Road, which runs between Kirton
and Egmanton, will be closed between 21.00pm and 6.00am on 4th,
5th and 6th April to enable works on the railway bridge which spans it
near the Kirton end.
As there are no turnings off this road and you will be unable to get
through, you are advised not to plan use this route during this period.

Events to Look Forward To
There are two weekend events already in the diary for the summer.
Tony, Bishop of Sherwood will be visiting our Group of churches over
the weekend of 8th, 9th and 10th June. Details are yet to be
announced. On July 7th and 8th The annual Open Churches weekend
takes place. We will be working on the theme ‘Wedding Fair’.

Bed & Breakfast

Brecks Cottage

Green Lane, Moorhouse, Newark
Nottinghamshire NG23 6LZ

Telephone: 01636 822445
www.breckscottage.co.uk

Dog Walking Services & Animal Care
 Dog Walking
 Pet Sitting
 Equestrian

 Holiday Cover
 Small Pets
 Anything To Suit

Your Needs
For very reasonable rates
References can be supplied

Please Contact Lizzy

07944 630708

Laxton Cricket
Our reproduction of Jo Godson’s researches from the Retford
newspapers was suspended recently due to the amount of
information coming forth about the future of the village, so lest it gets
forgotten, here is the final section relating to the Laxton Cricket Club’s
Whist drives and dances.
16th April 1926
A whist drive and dance was held in the schoolroom on Friday in aid
of the Cricket Club. The event was a success and an enjoyable
evening was spent. The following kindly gave prizes;- Ladies’: Mr
John Turner, Mr Cartledge and Mr A Dodd. Gentlemens’:- Mr W
Quibell, Mr Bayles and Mr W Beckett.
The prize winners were;
Ladies; 1 Mr Leslie Waterfield (playing as a lady) 2 Mr J Quibell
(playing as a lady) 3 Mrs Frank Sampson.
Gentlemen; 1 Mr Cyril Rayner 2 Mr Frank Sampson 3 Mr Percy
Moody.
Mr G Andrews acted as MC for the whist and Mr J Beckett for the
dance. The pianist was Miss Alice Beckett. Members of the committee
take this opportunity of thanking all who helped in any way to make
the occasion so successful. The proceeds, after deducting expenses
amounted to nearly £5. The club’s first match is at home on May 1st v
Sutton-on-Trent.

27th January 1939
A whist drive and dance was held in the schoolroom on Friday.
Excellent prizes were on view and were later presented by Miss Cox
to the following:
Ladies: 1 Miss Bailey; 2 Miss Cawood, Tuxford: 3 Mrs Dickenson.
Gents: 1 Mr T Marrison 2 Mr W Moody 3 Mr R Clark.
Other prizes were won by Master A Frecknall and Mr H Dickenson.
Mr Syd Greathead’s hand provided music for dancing. Although total
proceeds were lower than previous efforts organised by the
committee the event has put the club in a much happier position
financially.
Many thanks to Jo for this. In the absence of a current club in the
village and with the approach of the cricket season, next month we
will include some of the scores from the early 1900s. Villagers with
relatives dating back to those days will be able to enjoy their
successes and sympathise with their difficulties once again.

Laxton History Group
We have two significant events coming up this year
- our 100th meeting, which occurs in May, and our
10th anniversary in November.
To mark these we are having a celebration visit to Thoresby Hall, the
former home of the last locally resident Lords of the Manor of Laxton,
for afternoon tea. All members are welcome to join us but need to let
Jean Hennell know if they are able to come. The event is on 16th May.
As we are out in the afternoon, we will be able to join Norwell Parish
Heritage Group for their meeting that evening. By happy coincidence
that meeting features a discussion between our Honorary President,
Prof. John Beckett and Norwell's chairman, Prof. Michael Jones entitled
‘Laxton and Norwell: an open and closed case’. The price for this
meeting is £3 per person, payable on the door but we have to notify
numbers in advance. If you would like to go please let Jean or Joy
know (870276 / 871506).
A further treat to be enjoyed by 12 members a little later in the year is a
tour of Welbeck Abbey. There are a limited number of tours each
August and we have been trying for several years to secure tickets.
This year we have been successful and all places are allocated.
Our last meeting in February took a look back to the forties with Brian
Howes. Brian gave us a highly entertaining, informative and funny, yet
poignant talk on “Life on the Home Front” drawing considerably on
personal anecdotes and memories of his own family in Nottingham. He
interweaved his talk with interesting quiz questions for which old
fashioned sweeties were the prize - Sandra seemed to win a
considerable number of these! He played wartime music i.e.
Glen Miller, Vera Lynn etc. on an old gramophone at various points
during his talk which added considerably to the mood of the evening.
A display including artefacts from daily living, toys, sweet coupons and
an old record player with appropriate records was there for us to
scrutinise later.
Interesting facts relating to Nottinghamshire included 22,000 children
were evacuated from the city to villages, 23,000 Anderson Shelters
were erected, 11 air raids occurred at one point and following this fields
were set alight as fire decoys, many square miles of ground were used
for cultivating food in Dig for Victory and Chad Valley and Waddington’s
were allowed to keep making games as this was felt it would keep
children happy. Only the cardboard/paper type games were allowed to

continue being made. Anything with metal, of course, had to be used
for the war effort. Metal Box in Mansfield and Sutton in Ashfield
produced items for war.
Brian’s parents actually bought a house where a really large shelter
with several rooms had been built into the side of the garden. He had
brought a plan to display. No animals were allowed into the public air
raid shelters. The worst air raids in Nottingham in May 1941 killed 159
and injured hundreds. Worst hit was Co-op Bakery where 48 died and
20 injured.

Fun was not out of the question and Brian told us about Black out Fun
Fairs - one notable one was in Derby. Everything was covered with a
big circus like tent and wardens in lorries continually looked at the top
of the tent to see if lights were showing. There were fines for anyone
showing lights in a blackout
Brian rounded off an excellent evening by playing music etc. to
celebrate VE Day.
Our March meeting when we will be screening a heritage film entitled
‘Rural Britain’ will take place after this edition of Open Field goes to be
printed and will be reported next month.

It seems hardly possible that we are almost round to another AGM
and Historic Supper. This year it takes place on FRIDAY 20th April at
Laxton Village Hall, 7.00p for 7.30pm start. The event is open to
everyone and will cost £7 per person. Please bring your own drink and
glasses. This year we are going a bit further back in time and will be
preparing and tasting dishes from the 1700s.
Booking is essential for catering purposes. Tickets are available from
Jean Hennell at Corner Farm or on 870276.

New Norwell History Booklet Available
Norwell Parish Heritage Group have jut published their latest booklet
‘Norwell and the Great War’. This is their 8th heritage booklet, and it
has been published without the aid of HLF grant funding. There is a
charge of £4 per copy for non members.
If you would like to buy a copy, they are available from Norwell shop
or from Elizabeth Jones (contact emjones.norwell@btinternet.com or
call 01636 636365). Postage is an additional £1.25 per copy if you
are unable to collect. If you a wait until Laxton History Group
members visit Norwell in May prepaid copies can be brought back to
Laxton.

Heavy Duty Tanalised Fencing & Gates
Free estimate or advice
 Agricultural

 Equestrian

 Post & rail

 Picket

 Tanalised post &

 Tanalised made to

panel

measure gates

Tel Kenny 01777 870337,
Mob 07723 036543
Vicarage Cottage, Laxton

NGT PROPERTY SERVICES

KP Chauffeuring
LUXURY PRIVATE HIRE & PERSONAL
CHAUFFEURING SERVICES
PRIVATE & BUSINESS CUSTOMERS

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL,
AIRPORT & CRUISE TRANSFERS
13 years experience

BUILDING, ROOFING &
PLASTERING





Extensions
Renovations
Rendering
Damp
Treatment
 Tiling

 Landscaping
 Flat Roofs
 Window

Fitting

 Loft

Conversions

Call for a free quote with no obligation

NGT PROPERTY SERVICES
CAUNTON, NEWARK, NOTTS
Tel: 01636 636284
Mobile: 07814 151600
ngt007@gmail.com

Contact Kevin Pevler on:
07802 581297 / 01777
872785

Email: kevin.pevler@mypostoffice.co.uk

The Licensing of Revd Zoe Burton
Pancake day
celebrated the
licensing at St
Andrew’s Church,
Eakring of Revd Zoe
Burton. The service
was led by Bishop Paul
Williams and the Area
Dean, Revd Canon
Mark Adams. This
Bishop Paul Williams, Revd Zoe Burton, Archdeacon
now formally installs
David Picken
her as the Priest in
Charge of the parishes of Moorhouse and Laxton, Egmanton,
Bilsthorpe, Eakring, Kneesall, Kirton, Walesby, Rufford and Ollerton
with Boughton.
Although Zoe and her team have been serving in these communities
for some time, the licensing formally commissions them to lead and
support the parishes in their service.
The service had a wonderful air of celebration – with gifts shared and
pancakes enjoyed in the hall following.
Rev. Phil

Problems with Telephone Service
We have heard from a small number of people who are experiencing
problems with their land line telephone service in Laxton. The Parish
Meeting in Egmanton is at present communicating with BT about
similar problems being experienced in their village. It makes sense to
bring to notice the similar problems being experienced in Laxton, not
least because the line to Laxton runs through Egmanton.
Egmanton parish meeting need to have names and numbers from
people in Laxton who are having problems with crackling, intermittent
dead lines, broadband dropping out due to line failures etc. Without
your individual details it will not be possible to press for action for you,
so if you would like the problems you are experiencing taken up on
your behalf, please contact Dik on 871506 if you would like to add
your name to those to be looked into. BT have said they will be
working on the box in Egmanton, so if your problems continue, or
even hopefully are resolved, it would be helpful to know.

CHURCH SERVICES FOR OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES
March / APRIL 2018
HC = Holy Communion EP = Evening Prayer MP = Morning Prayer
Es = Evensong
WfA = Worship for All
25th March
9am
10.30am

Palm Sunday
Laxton HC
Kirton HC

Holy Week
March 30th - Good Friday
10.30am
‘Hot Cross Bun’ service Laxton
Sunday 1st April - Easter Day
9am
Kirton HC Egmanton HC and Walesby HC
10.30am
Kneesall HC and Wellow HC
3pm
Moorhouse HC
8th April
9am
10.30am
4pm

Easter 2
Walesby HC
Laxton HC
Egmanton Es

15th April
9am
10.30am

Easter 3
Egmanton HC, Walesby HC
Wellow HC, Boughton HC

22nd April
9am
10.30am

Easter 4
Moorhouse HC
Kirton MP

29th April
10.30am

Easter 5 (Rogation Sunday)
Rogation Sunday on Laxton Common

Revd Zoe’s number at the Vicarage: (01623) 862818.

Tuesday 10th April – ‘Open Vestry Hour’ for baptism and wedding
enquiries 6.30pm – 7.30pm at St Paulinus Church Office, Church
Circle, New Ollerton. Alternatively phone the Church Administrator,
Eileen, on Mon / Fri mornings 10am -12.30pm 07983 946930 or email:
churchadmin1931@gmail.com

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2018
Apr 6th
Apr 11th
Apr 12th
April 15th
Apr 18th
Apr 30th

Village Hall Quiz Night (rescheduled)
WI
Coffee Morning
Spring Fair, Idle Valley Nature Reserve
History Group
MU

Forward Planning
May 12th & 13th
Notts County Show, Newark
th
May 13
Great Nottinghamshire Local History Fair
nd
May 22
Parish Council with Annual Parish Meeting
Jun 1st
Moorhouse Garden Fête
th
th
Jun 8 - 10
Bishop’s visit to our Group of churches
th
th
Jul 7 & 8
Open Churches Weekend ‘Wedding Fair’
th
Jul 15
Strawberry Tea
th
th
th
Jul 24 , Sep 25 , Nov 27 Parish Council
Sept 24th
MU Service of Celebration for 120 years
NB New entries appear in bold italics for the first month.

If you know the date of a meeting or an event, please pass it on so that
others can take it into account when planning.

Copy Date for May:16th April.
Please ensure we receive your contributions for the magazine by
this date. We cannot guarantee to publish anything received
later. We appreciate receiving items as early as possible.

Wagstaff Construction
Installation of Log Burning and Multi-Fuel Stoves
Twin Wall Chimney Systems
Flexible Flue Liners
Fireplace Design and Build
Pre Installation Surveys
Service and Maintenance

Tel: 01777 872707
Mob: 07816520826

Tuxford
Lawnmower CentreLtd
Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs

01777 871983
Come & Visit our Showroom Today!
Ashvale, Tuxford. NG22 0ND

www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk

Do You Need a Mole Catcher?
Call Chris on 07780 714800
No mole

Email:

No fee

thelaxtonmolecatcher@gmail.com

Laxton WI
Nottinghamshire Federation of WIs continue to celebrate their centenary
and Brenda will represent us at a Civic Reception in Newark Town Hall.
This year’s Notts Show group class on the theme of ‘Reclaim, Recycle,
Reuse’ is proving a challenge. Lesley and Sally will make the collage and
have an idea for our staging, but a craft item is still needed using recycled
materials. We were to get an inspiration for that later in the meeting.
Brenda has made bookings for meetings later this year and early next to be
held at Egmanton Village Hall. The party had already been booked there
before the Laxton closure was put back and with arrangements made, we
will be holding our party in Egmanton Village Hall on 4th April.
Brenda gave details of some forthcoming meetings. In April we will
welcome Stephen John talking about ‘Masks for the Theatre’. In May we
will be discuss the Resolutions for the national AGM followed by a supper.
June sees our annual outing. Sandra circulated details of the four options
she has found for us and asked members to indicate which they prefer.
Our speaker was one of
our members, Elizabeth
Banks, whose display
of exquisite eggs had
welcomed us to the
hall. In a very
appropriate talk shortly
before Easter, she
explained that she was
going to demonstrate
how to make items
using the sections cut
out from large eggs
when making her
decorated marvels.
The earliest decorated egg was found in the 4th century in Germany and
the art appears world wide in folk art. Carl Fabergé’s first Easter egg for the
Russian Royal family was solid gold with a solid gold ‘yolk’ containing a
solid gold hen inside which was a diamond crown and a ruby pendant!
Elizabeth thanks the birds which provide the raw material - and the shells
are, of course, recycled. To begin you need to have a whole egg, emptied
of its contents. Elizabeth described the technique for blowing an egg with
only one hole and also that nothing is wasted as she freezes the contents

pad of cotton wool
behind the shell to
protect it from
knocks.
Transfers are used
to decorate the egg
surface. These are

for use in baking later. Larger eggs are
obtained from commercial suppliers. As a
side-line to her demonstration, Elizabeth
had prepared a quiz based on identifying
the species of eggs on her table.
The first task in working on an egg is to
cut out the required shapes. When
Elizabeth learned some 20 years ago at
Denman College, she had been shown
how to do it with an elastic band to mark
the shapes and a hack saw to cut! There
is now a twelve sided device which gently
but firmly holds the egg while you mark it
up with a pencil in a clamp.
Elizabeth had brought cut outs from
earlier eggs and began by gluing them to
cards and a blank brooch setting. For
speed of setting this was done with a glue
gun. For the brooch, she placed a small

prepared by soaking in warm water then
sliding into position and smoothing down.
Once they have dried into place the join
between egg and base is concealed with
decorative materials. This can include frilled
ribbon, braid or lengths of tiny pearl beads.
Bows and other embellishments are then
positioned to complete the effect. The cards
had an added greeting and an insert suitable
for the occasion.

Everyone watched in great admiration as
Elizabeth produced the pieces and one member
asked where she got her endless patience. She
spoke for us all. A very big thank you to Elizabeth.
The results were beautiful and having been
donated as raffle prizes thrilled the three winners.
The egg quiz had us all perplexed. There was a
huge range of sizes and colours, including one

very dark green one, which was later revealed to
belong to an emu. The winner, with 6 correct
answers, was Lesley Booth.
Having completed her demonstration, Elizabeth was asked to judge the
Easter Bonnets which members had brought. They made a very pretty
display. The delighted winner was Chris Walker, one of our newer
members. Sandra Clarke came second and Cynthia Beale third.
Our party is at Egmanton on April 4th. The next monthly meeting takes
place at Laxton Village Hall on April 11th and to fit with the theme of our
talk on ‘Masks for the Theatre’, the competition will be for ‘a mask’.

Rotary News
Our speaker on 28th March is Phil Randell with ‘Astronomy’. All
welcome. Contact me on 07711 802683 or phone South Forest
Leisure Centre on 01623 823866. 7pm for 7.15. £11pp includes meal
and speaker. Transport available for up to four people from Laxton.
The two Robin Hood Award winners, for services to their communities,
presented by the
President, Stella
Herbert, of the
Rotary Club of
Sherwood Forest.
On the left is
Beverley
Pottinger from
Tuxford’s Forget
Me Nots and on
the right is Nicola
Batty from Kirton.
Jeff Naylor

Rogation Service
Sunday 29th April, 10.30am
The service will be held on

Laxton Common
This is the service when the crops are blessed

Do come and join us
This is one of our traditional rural services
Everyone welcome.
In church if wet

Britnell Tree
Services

All Aspects of Tree Works
includes felling, crown reductions
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding

Gardening & Landscaping
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured &
Qualified
All works carried out to BS3998

Call Will today for your free quote on
07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or
email
BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com

EGMANTON
PLANT HIRE LTD
For a full list of hire equipment
please see:
www.egmantonplanthire.co.uk

Andrew Banks

Phone/Fax: 01777 872316
Mobile: 07971 627588
VAT registered
See website for current price list

Sherwood Forest
Rotary
Supporting the Local
Community

07711 802683

Meeting most Wednesdays
at South Forest Leisure
Robin Hood Crossroads,
Edwinstowe
Visitors always welcome
www.rotary.org/1220

Ready for Winter Snow

Near the beginning……….. and nearing the end………....
Winter 1939/40
Our Moorhouse roads were blocked for 3 weeks. Les Noble
walked to school in Laxton on top of the snow drifts. George
Saxelby took his son Noel, 9, to Ossington school on a cart
horse.
Schools were open then!
One fire in the kitchen for hot water and cooking,
Coal fetched from the pit with horse and cart,
Loads of logs and lots of sticks.
Paraffin for table lamp and lanterns,
Methylated spirits for the primus,
Candles, tapers, spills and matches.
Vests, liberty bodices, combinations,
Woolly jumpers, pixie hoods and leggings,
Knitted socks and scarves and mittens,
Both in and out of doors.
One cwt of flour and sugar,
Jam of all kinds and bottled fruit,
Pork pies and souses, bone pies and scraps,
Potatoes in the pie and cured pig in the attic.

One “new fangled” tap. One old stone trough,
Frozen solid, refusing to thaw.
One ancient pump to prime.
One hundred times, two, three and more,
Tired arms for a child …And hard.
Three score cows and beast in the yard,
Need lots of water to drink.
Still not enough!
Bricks in the oven, warmed for the beds.
The candle blows out on the stairs.
You’re in the dark,- nobody knows,
Frightened and shivering cold.
And icicles on the inside of the windows.

February 2018.
Snow and temperatures below zero for a week.
Electricity now….. and so -

Lights and fires and central heating,
To stop us all from nearly freezing
Cookers, micros, fridges and freezers.
Ready meals and infernal pizzas.
Blankets, water bottles and fleeces,
As the temperature decreases
Hot chocolate, coffee and tea
All are needed for the likes of me.
Incarcerated in the house,
Unable to venture out
The biting wind, the freezing cold,
Far too much for the very old
‘Shut that Door’ the constant refrain.’’
‘Shut that Door’ forever, and again.
SHUT THAT DOOR!
MWS

Thank You to Thoresby Archives
During the History Group’s work on the recently published booklets we
made contact with the team cataloguing and managing the family and
Estate archives at Thoresby. They kindly allowed us to copy some of
the documents they still hold about Laxton.
The team, headed by Rowan McFerran, is still working through the
boxes of documents and has recently found items of interest to both the
Village Hall Committee and the History Group. These include original
documentation relating to the conveyance of Laxton School - marked
‘Known as the Big School’ - to the Trustees Laxton Village Hall.
Other documents relate to the management of the Open Field strips
and associated land following the reorganisation of the strips into the
areas we see today. One of these is a signed original.
Both organisations thank them for their kindness and for thinking of us.

The Dukeries Singers
"What a difference a day
makes!" Yesterday slushy snow and
seemingly no end to winter and
today we have glorious sunshine and
the temptation to leave off a couple of thermal layers. However we have
only missed one practise night due to inclement weather. Our far flung
members travel from Newark, Worksop, Mansfield Woodhouse, Warsop
and Mansfield and all points between in order to make music
together. What a hardy and loyal set of singers.
We rehearse every Wednesday evening from 7-30pm. until 9-15pm. in
the Concert Hall at The Dukeries Academy in Ollerton. This is best
accessed via the Leisure Centre entrance and car park.
You can find out more about the Choir on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube
and our website:
www.thedukeriessingers.com
Our Diary Dates
Sun 22nd Apr Celebrating St. George's Day at St.Giles' Church, Old
Ollerton. This is a great family fun day and we can
indulge in performing all the patriotic songs we can find.
Sat 12th May Concert at Farndon Parish Church. Singing here is a
joy as we have so many friends in the community.
We still have three engagements to confirm with Weston Church, a joint
concert with Newstead Abbey Singers and the R.A.F.A. Club Newark.
Please contact our Concert Secretary Phil on 01623 822070 if you
would like to book the Choir for your fund raising, charity or celebration
event. He would be delighted to hear from you.
Have a lovely spring as you ‘Tip Toe through the Daffodils’! (Bit early for
Tulips!)
Jan

Group Oil Order
Nobody will be surprised to know that the price of oil
has headed north while the temperatures headed
south. The recent very cold weather may mean people need a refill
somewhat earlier than expected. Please get in touch if you think this
applies to you and we will see if there seems to be a sufficient need to
look at another order before the end or summer or to bring that order
forward a little.
Joy

Quality Paintings
Or Drawings
In any Media
01777 870588 or
Email:
grahamlaughton@btinternet.com

Advertising in

‘Open Field’
A standard 1/6 page box £30 a
year in colour for 12 issues,
£15 a year in B&W .
Larger sizes pro rata e.g. 1/2 page
£45
Please contact
advertising@openfield.org.uk or
call 01777 871506 for details and
info on web pages / links.

Recent Bonus Ball Winners
Date

No

Name

17/2/18

56

ROLLOVER

24/2/18
3/3/18

7
36

Pat and Jeff
Dave and Joyce

10/3/18

50

Ian and Jackie

Thank you all for your continuing support for our Sports Field.
The total number of balls is 59, the same as the National Lottery.
There are numbers available. If you would like to join, you can
choose from the numbers 1,11,52,53,56,57 and 59. Anyone
with a current ball is also invited to take another.
To take a new ball please contact either Ken Shep on 870605 or
myself on 870844. Thank you.
Michael Manning

G.D. HALL LTD

(Independent Funeral Directors)
Newark Road
TUXFORD, Newark
Nottinghamshire
NG22 0NA

13 Bridgegate
Retford
Nottinghamshire
DN22 6AE

Tel. 01777 872929

Tel: 01777 701222

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk

Private chapel of rest
24 hour service
Golden Charter Pre-payment plans available
SAIF Approved
Personal Visits to your home

Mobile 0797 257 6020

“FEET FIRST”
MOBILE
CHIROPODY SERVICES
Sharon Foster
M.Inst.Ch.P.
HPC Registered No:
CH18101
Telephone
Mobile: 07946 587190
for a home visit

R H Goatley
Electrical

Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural

Tel: 01623 860101
Mob: 07472 511694
Rose Cottage,
Church Road,
Boughton, NG22 9JY

Stan The Sweep
Local Professional Vacuum
Chimney Sweep
Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga,
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope
supplied & fitted, Bird guards,
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist
equipment for sweeping wood
burners & liners. Certificate
issued.
No Mess & fully insured
Contact Stan Hutchinson on:

07831 661304
01636 821466
Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk

Member of the
guild of master
sweeps

Guard Your Personal Details
Don’t give out personal or bank details on an
outbound call or via text and don’t click on any links
sent to you, even if this has been sent from your
bank. Action Fraud receives numerous incidents on a daily basis of
bank accounts being emptied from these fraud tactics.

Always call back on a number you know to be genuine and
from another phone device, this ensures the fraudster is off the
line.
Your bank, a reputable company or the police will never:
 Try keeping you on the line for hours on end or have their
security team ring you
 Phone and ask you for your PIN or full banking password, even
by tapping them into your phone keypad
 Ask you to withdraw money to hand over to them for safekeeping or as part of a police operation
 Ask you to transfer money to a safe account for fraud reasons,
even if they say it is in your name
 Send someone to your home to collect cash, PIN, cards or
cheque books if you are a victim of fraud
 Ask you to purchase goods or vouchers using your card and then
hand them over for safe-keeping
You may start to hear about GDPR - General Data Protection
Registration. This is a significant tightening up of data
protection legislation. Although the law bringing it into being was
passed in 2016, it only becomes enforceable on 25th May 2018 and
only now is the term starting to be widely used.
It should be a really positive step towards you having more control
over how your data is used and how you're contacted. The changes
will also help to better protect your personal data.
You may be contacted by your bank, building society etc. to let you
know about the changes to their privacy policies. Legitimate
organisations may ask you to make choices about how they process
your data.
No doubt scammers will soon capitalise on this and try to steal
personal data using GDPR as an excuse. Please note the advice
above and take great care to protect yourself from fraud.

Sandwich
Shop & Café
3 Eldon Street, Tuxford
01777 872032
www.thecrustycobtuxford.co.uk
The Crusty Cob

Open from
7.45am – 3.30pm Monday – Friday
8.00am – 2.00pm Saturday

A wide selection of:

Sandwiches  Wraps 
 Panini’s Flatbreads 
 Jacket Potatoes 
Maloney’s Pies & Sausage Rolls
 Teacakes and Scones 
 Cakes & Pastries 

PRIME LOCAL
LAMB
Michael Mawer
Whole / 1/2 lamb
Ready for the freezer

To order or for more information

please ring Jem
07917 694579



And many more….. to eat in or takeaway.
Please check out our reviews on
&
to get a real feel of our food and service.

 Buffets & Outside Catering 
 Weekday Delivery Service 
please enquire for further information.

SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK &
GATES FOR HOME & BUSINESS
GENERAL BLACKSMITHING
IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING
BOTTOM FARM, LAXTON
TEL: 01777 871702, www.laxtonnotts.org.uk

Bistrot opening
May 2018
Each Saturday evening from
6.30pm

Fully licensed bar selling a
wide range of beers, wines
& spirits.
Room also available for
private hire.
See our website/FB page for
menu updates and further
information.
Extensive parking available to the rear of the
Sun Inn & in the Working Men’s Club.

ACCOUNTANTS

KSR Accountants
The Old Buttermarket
Market Place
Tuxford
NG22 0L
01777 872078 / 07710
430593

Events at Maplebeck Village Hall
Film Screening:

Denial

12

Thursday 19th April 7.30pm
Tickets £5 on the door
In 1996 British historian David Irving (Timothy Spall) sued US
academic Deborah Lipstadt (Rachel Weisz), claiming she had libelled
him by calling him a Holocaust denier. UK law required that Lipstadt
prove that the Holocaust did happen. This is a gripping account of
gathering the evidence (by Tom
Wilkinson playing the determined
barrister) and of the court case that
followed in the Old Bailey, with a
screenplay by David Hare. BAFTA
outstanding British film of 2017.
Phone

01636 636421

A New Orleans Celebration

All That Jazz with The Swingbeans
and a Louisiana Supper
Saturday 28th April 7.30pm
Tickets £10 booking essential
Phone 07974 734499 / 01636 636421

Congratulations to East Markham Players.
East Markham Players always raise money for charity through their
pantomimes. This year they held raffles at each performance of
’Cinderella’ in their home village and at Dunham, sold programmes
and took collections.
Congratulations to them on raising an incredible £969.84 which was
donated to Bassetlaw Hospice.
They wish to thank everyone who came to watch them perform and
who donated. They look forward to welcoming everyone back again
next year.

Egmanton Village Hall
www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk / 01777 871171
Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details.


Tuxford Young Farmers - Wed 18th



Yoga with Greg – Tuesdays at 7:30pm
 WI - Thurs 19th April
 Children’s Dance Classes - Saturday mornings (Jill, 07790 601877)
 Computer Problems? - Call 01777 871171.
If your computer is misbehaving or you need help setting up a new

Charity Needs Stamps, Please Save Them
Sandra Clarke collects stamps for
Bransby Horses throughout the year. If
you like to would pass yours on, they can
be left in Laxton with Jean Hennell or in
Egmanton with Joy Allison and they will
be passed to Sandra.
Thank you.

Maplebeck Village Hall Events
www.maplebeck.org.uk / 01636 636692 / 636185

Regular Activities
Yoga
Fitness
Walkers
Kurling (without the ice!)
Book Club

Tues 9.45am and Fri 9.30am
To be announced shortly
Weds
10.00am
2nd Weds monthly
7.30pm
Tues
7.30pm
24th Apr, 5th Jun

Upcoming special events
28th Apr 7.30pm Music + Supper
11th Apr 7.30pm Kurling

The Swingbeans
Kurling

Useful Contact Details
Defibrillator Contacts:
Neil Randall 01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends
Pat Naylor
01777 870601, evenings
Jeff Naylor
01777 870601, as required
Mark Hennell
07812 908316, evenings
Stuart Rose
07939 228353, as required
Linda & Max McNaught
01777 870127, as required
David & Linda, Dovecote Inn 01777 871586, as required
Jeanette Geldard
07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,
evenings / weekends
Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose
07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required
Police
PC Gary Sipson

07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673
Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk

PCSO 4741 Keith Crowhurst 07889 702823 or 101 x 8007671
Email : keith.crowhurst4741@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk
Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk

Danger to life or crime in progress
Otherwise police switchboard
Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)

999
101
0800 555111

Medical
Tuxford Medical Centre
Sutton-on-Trent Surgery
Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice
Newark Hospital
Bassetlaw Hospital
King’s Mill Hospital

01777 870203
01636 821023
01623 703266
01636 681681
01909 500990
01623 622515

Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)
MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk

01777 870381
01636 612 837

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk

0115 977 5661

Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk

